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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
May 24, 2018 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Eight birdies, you had a couple bogeys in there to balance it out, but seemed like 
you were really getting it rolling there.  
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, I just kind of made a couple little mistakes, but I certainly gave 
myself a lot of chances, had a lot of birdie opportunities.  I mean, the golf course is playable, 
it's scorable if you can hit good shots.  And I made a few good putts, so that's kind of how a 
good round comes together. 
 
Q.  Obviously it's a good round, but do you feel like a few of those holes late -- you 
have the eagle chip that almost goes in, a couple birdie putts right on the edge, do 
you feel like it could have been even better? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Well, I almost think it could have been even better just because of 
the few mistakes that I made.  Three-putting the second hole was kind of silly, a couple poor 
bunker shots.  But definitely taking a lot of positives from today.  It's been a while since I feel 
like I've been able to pull it all together, so today definitely felt like a good step in the right 
direction. 
 
Q.  Obviously it's early, a long ways to go, but to be able to put together, you know, 
maybe four solid rounds in a place -- I mean, Michigan obviously is a place you've 
spent a lot of time in? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Definitely. 
 
Q.  How special would that be? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Oh, it's great.  It's great to have friends and family out here to watch 
this week.  You know, I love being here.  I said to my caddie one day, I said, "This is like a 
perfect Michigan summer day, this is what I remember growing up as a kid spending a lot of 
time here."  So definitely I want to play well here and it adds that little bit of extra for me, for 
sure. 
 
Q.  How's the course conditions, and did you see this morning's scores that made 
you think even more definitely there's some scoring opportunities here? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  You know, I don't pay a whole lot of attention to that.  I'm kind of 
when I play in the afternoon, I don't look too much at the morning scores. 
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Q.  Do you look at all?  Do you look at the leaderboard? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  I mean, I see it when I get out on the golf course in terms of the 
leaderboard, but it's not something that I really like obsess over in the morning and come 
out.  I just really try and go about my own game plan and try and make as many birdies as 
possible.  When you do see the lead's 6 under, it's out there, it's possible. 
 
Q.  Course conditions are really good, like favorable, not real windy, receptive? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah.  The greens are getting -- I mean, it played a lot different than 
when I played it on Tuesday after that rain on Monday night.  It was definitely firmer, played 
a little bit shorter.  I was wearing out my hybrids in the practice round because it wasn't 
getting any roll and everything was kind of playing really long.   
 
But today it played -- I could be a little bit more aggressive, especially into the greens, and 
the greens aren't super soft but you can definitely hit it close.  I thought the course played 
very well.  I thought the greens were rolling nicely.  After another sunny day tomorrow, I think 
the course will be beautiful. 
 
Q.  You said it's been a while since you've been in this position like this.  What have 
you been doing, I guess, to kind of get back to this point?  Did you feel like rounds 
like this were coming or close for you? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, I do, I feel like they've been close.  I feel like one day I hit it 
great and I putt poorly, and the next day I feel like my swing is kind of a mess.  It's just been, 
it's been kind of right on that edge.  Today it definitely felt a little bit better and was able to 
really keep good swing thoughts and steady composure throughout the day. 
 
Q.  Morgan Pressel, awesome round today, eight birdies, 5 under, top of the 
leaderboard.  Can you tell us a little bit about your round today? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, it was a solid round of golf.  Eight birdies is great.  I haven't 
made that many birdies in a while, so it was good to get out there.  Made a lot of good putts, 
hit some good shots close.  Didn't have to work too, too hard out there today.  Had a couple 
of squirrely shots that led to bogeys, but tighten that up, come back out and get ready to go 
tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Can you talk about the course and how it really suited up your game today? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah.  I hit my driver very well and was able to keep it in play, and 
then from there could be really aggressive into the greens and hit my irons, kind of take 
dead aim at the flag on most holes, which gave me a lot of birdie opportunities. 
 
Q.  Well, happy birthday.  Would you say that you had any birthday motivation going 
into today's round? 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Well, I always talk about birthday birdies, and I couldn't play on my 
official birthday so I tried to make as many birthday birdies today as I could to make up for 
yesterday.  That's always good.  Eight birthday birdies is pretty good, we'll take it. 
 
Q.  That's awesome.  Now, are you looking forward to winning the tournament and 
getting a chance to compete at the U.S. Women's Open?  Did you have any inkling of 
that thought? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  It's definitely in the back of my mind.  This is essentially my last shot.  
Had plenty of chances to qualify and haven't made it, so it's definitely on my mind.   
 
But there's a long way to go and I just -- for me, it's really about putting solid rounds of golf 
together.  It's a long season and I'm just happy to be a little bit more confident in my golf 
game. 
 
Q.  Well, are you going to be doing anything different preparing for tomorrow's 
round? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  No, just more of the same.  You know, I've been working really hard 
on my golf swing, so just maybe go this afternoon, work on a few of the same drills and just 
really try and keep that club in front of me, which has kind of been my project for the last 
year or so. 
  


