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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
May 24, 2018 
 
AMY OLSON  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  I'm here with Amy Olson, a nice 6-under round today starting out right here in 
Michigan.  How are you feeling right now as you walk off the golf course, your name's 
on top of the leaderboard?   
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah, well, it's a lot of fun obviously to make some birdies out there and be 
in this position.  Made a bogey coming in and honestly I didn't feel quite comfortable with my 
swing out there.  I hit a lot of great shots, but definitely going to go work on a couple things. 
 
Q.  You're back in the Midwest, you're a proud North Dakota girl.  I was standing here 
on 18 listening to the fans cheer you on.  Does that help you while you're out there on 
the course? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah, I love that.  It's a lot of fun, their energy is contagious.  I always love 
playing in the Midwest.  This is my favorite stretch of the year, so it's definitely good to be 
back and good to be in Michigan. 
 
Q.  You mentioned not feeling quite comfortable with your swing, but you still had a 
great round.  Were you working on anything while you were out there, or what were 
you working on to try to pull the swing together? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Honestly, I was just really focusing on my start line.  I was picking a target 
and focusing on that walking into it.  I tried to keep it simple, but, you know, I didn't quite feel 
comfortable so I want to go try to find a key here this afternoon.  
 
Q.  On fire at the end of the first nine, take us through that a little bit.  Any super long 
putts, or what was the key there? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah, I'm trying to think now on the front nine.  But I did, I putted really well 
today.  I was just hitting my line.  I gave myself a lot of opportunities, but I made a lot, I felt 
like, from maybe 15 to 20 feet.  You don't always expect those to go in every day. 
 
Q.  Does the five-dollar incentive help from the coach? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Absolutely.  He'll tell you I'm a little bit of a hustler there. 
 
Q.  And then the one you missed, did you misread that or pull that? 
 
AMY OLSON:  The one on 17? 
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Q.  Yeah. 
 
AMY OLSON:  I pulled it just a little.  It was actually a little bit of both, a little pull, a little 
misread. 
 
Q.  Talk about your charity golf.  
 
AMY OLSON:  For Africa, yeah. 
 
Q.  How did you get involved? 
 
AMY OLSON:  I went to Africa with Betsy King.  She started this foundation in 2006 and I 
got to go actually see firsthand in 2015 what they do.  They provide clean water over in 
Zambia to villages that just don't have any access to clean water.  Seeing how that changes 
people's lives and how -- like how changeable it is.  For me, I was like, I can do something 
about this.  So from then on I've just told Betsy whatever I can do, however I can help.  I've 
been fundraising for a while right now, so it's really fun to play with purpose.  I get a lot of 
questions about it.  Just to have the opportunity to talk about it and give back. 
 
Q.  And you give a percentage of your winnings?   
 
AMY OLSON:  I do, yeah.  I do different things.  It's not a set percentage each week or each 
year, but I've definitely contributed and it's important to me. 
 
Q.  Talk about how maybe this year you have perhaps turned the corner in your pro 
career.  What do you attribute it to? 
 
AMY OLSON:  You know, two years ago I started working with Ron Stockton and, you 
know, whenever you make a change, you know, it doesn't show up right away.  And so that 
first year was tough, but we've turned a corner and I've just found a lot of consistency in the 
last year, and it's a lot of fun to go out there and play golf a little more stress free. 
 
Q.  How much does it help to be in the last group at ANA, I believe, and have that 
experience?  How much does that maybe help you going into this week? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah, I think it was a great experience.  The main thing I really took away 
from that is you can't force anything in golf.  I think so often, even when you're watching golf 
on TV, they show all of the great shots so you feel like you have to make those happen 
when you're in that final group, and you don't.  You just have to keep playing the golf that 
you were.  There's holes where you're still aiming for the middle of the greens, you have to 
take some pars, and if a birdie falls in, great.  So don't press, and sometimes you have to 
learn that for yourself.   
 
Q.  In the back of your mind, do you have the U.S. Open opportunity here for you?  
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AMY OLSON:  Yeah.  If that happens, great.  If it doesn't, it's an off week with my husband, 
so I'll make the best of it either way. 
 
Q.  What does he coach at Indiana State? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Linebackers. 
 
Q.  Has getting married changed your outlook or game at all, do you think? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Yeah, it always puts things in perspective.  You hear that when people get 
married, when people have kids, they're just -- there's so much more to life than golf.  Any of 
those big steps I think really help you see that. 
 
Q.  Amy Olson, 6-under par in round 1, a late bogey but still nonetheless a round I'm 
sure you're happy with.  I heard you say this is your favorite stretch of the year.  Why 
is that? 
 
AMY OLSON:  I just love being in the Midwest.  Anytime I get to play on bent greens and 
have tree-lined fairways, I love that.  I love the style of golf and just happy to be in Michigan. 
 
Q.  And you also have your coach, Ron Stockton; he followed you around pretty much 
the whole day today.  When you have the guy you trust most with your golf game 
keeping such a close eye on you, do you think it makes you concentrate just that 
much harder? 
 
AMY OLSON:  Maybe a little bit.  I love having him out here because whether I play great or 
if I make mistakes, he can see those and then we can go fix them.  So maybe some people 
feel a little more pressure when their coach is there.  I'm like great, if he sees the mistake, 
he knows what can go wrong and we can go fix it, so I like having his eyes on me. 
 
Q.  There's one other opportunity at stake this week for players in your position and 
that is perhaps to get into the Women's U.S. Open next week.  How much is that on 
your mind?   
 
AMY OLSON:  You know what, I would love to play.  The U.S. Open is a great event, but at 
this point it's going to be an off week with my husband and that's not a bad alternative, 
either. 
  


