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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
May 22, 2018 
 
SHANSHAN FENG 
 
 
Q.  So we're here with Shanshan Feng, 2017 Volvik Championship defending 
champion, the top-ranked player from the people's republic of China.  You have nine 
different wins on the LPGA Tour.  When are we going to see a win from China here in 
the 2018 season? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I mean, I'm so happy that last week it was just announced that 
we added another LPGA event in China, which is the Buick Championship, and it's going to 
be in Shanghai.  So I'm just so proud that being the ambassador of Buick and so proud to 
bring other players to China again, and then to maybe show them around in Shanghai.  You 
know, for myself, I think I've been playing pretty well, pretty consistent, so I think I'm looking 
for a break through this year.  This week I played so well last year, and coming back I just 
found so many -- so much good memories on the course and so hopefully I'll have a good 
week this week.  
 
Q.  You've done so much to grow the game in China, I mean with the economies and 
everything.  Can you describe the type of work you do off the golf course over there? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I think what I've been through, I think I can't be here without the 
help from the others, of course, including my parents, my team, and my coach especially.  I 
went to Gary Gilchrist Academy before I turned pro and I thought it was so important for me 
because I was a pretty good amateur when I was back in China, but after I came to the U.S. 
and I went to the academy and I learned that being a golfer, you have to know more that's 
just beating balls on the mats.  I learned what mental game was and I learned how to 
manage my game on the golf courses and fitness and everything else.  So I became like a 
better player.   
 
So I really like the system, you know, about my coach's academy.  So I wanted to bring it 
back to China so the kids don't need to leave the country and they can actually get the same 
training.  So I opened my academy last September, so it's almost been a year.  I think the 
kids are doing pretty well, so I'm very happy to see that. 
 
Q.  When you're talking to those kids, what type of advice are you sharing with them? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  I always tell them, I said, you know, just stay patient.  I mean, golf is 
not a game that you can get there like, you know, after like in the short time.  So I mean it's 
going to take -- the process is going to take a long time, so just be patient and make sure 
you're on the right track and just keep believing in yourself and just keep going, yeah. 
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Q.  So coming back to Travis Pointe Country Club where you won last season, what's 
it like coming back and what are you looking forward to out there? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Okay.  So I think last year coming -- before I played the Volvik 
Championship, I mean, I wasn't doing very well and I think that was like a breaking point for 
me last year.  And because I won here, I finally started to feel more confidence and 
comfortable, and then that actually gave me like extra confidence because before that I only 
won one time in the U.S.  No, sorry, I just won two times in the U.S.  So all of my like nine 
wins on the LPGA, I win most of them in Asia, so I really want to prove that I can win in the 
U.S., too.  So last year the victory here was very important to me. 
 
Q.  Why do you think that is, that you seem to have more success over in Asia than 
you do in tournaments here in the U.S.? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, actually, I think I have most of my victories towards the end of 
the year because -- well, I guess it's because I take so much time off in the offseason and 
then just when the season starts I'm just not that ready.  As the season goes on, I start to 
get to 100 percent and start to win more.  So I mean, it's not really about Asia, but of course 
I wanted to change that because if I want to win more tournaments, I can't only win at the 
end of the year.  So last year I won here, it was in May, so it was maybe the earliest time 
that I've won on the LPGA so far, so I was like yeah, I'm making some changes. 
 
Q.  What types of changes does that mean?  Does that mean taking some more time 
off or less time off in the offseason? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  No, I think usually at the beginning of the year I just don't set any 
goals.  I'm like, you know, just go out there and enjoy and try to get more and more 
comfortable on the course.  I don't really think about trying to win, and then now I think I 
should be thinking like, you know, maybe I'll have a chance to win every week, and then 
when I actually have a chance on the weekend, I should go for it.  So I became more and 
more aggressive, yeah, on the course, so I think that's what really helped. 
 
Q.  You are the first player from China, male or female, to reach No. 1 in the world.  It's 
kind of hard to understand that you have -- you don't have confidence sometimes 
going into tournaments.  Can you maybe explain to us what's it like being at that level 
and playing and constantly just challenging yourself? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I think, you know, when you're like No. 1 in the world and 
sometimes you are like out of the top-10, maybe not even out of the top-10, you're out of like 
top-5 and people will question you like, "Oh, what are you doing?  You should be in top 3 
every week," or "You should be winning every week."   
 
I mean, that's not what No. 1 really means.  No. 1 means that the player is playing like 
recently more consistent than the other players.  That's especially for me, I make a lot of 
top-10s but I didn't win that many times.  It was kind of hard to keep up to what people are 
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expecting me to do.   
 
And then I did feel a little pressure when I was No. 1 because every week people remind 
you, like, "Oh, you're No. 1.  What's your goal this week?  Are you going to win this week?  
What are you going to do?"   
 
And I'm like, you know what, I never -- I never push myself like so hard.  I think because of 
that, I think maybe sometimes I started to feel like having more pressure on the course and 
then started to actually feel a little bit nervous when I have chances to win.  So I'm actually 
pretty happy that now I'm not No. 1, so I'm No. 2, I'm the one that is chasing the others 
again.  So now I'm feeling more confident and more comfortable, and I think I can bring out 
the real Shanshan now. 
 
Q.  When you do feel that pressure, and I would imagine a lot of this comes maybe 
from comments on social media, how do you find the balance of interacting with all 
your fans but also staying away from any comments that put a lot of unnecessary 
pressure on yourself? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, for me, I think what social media does is to let my friends to know 
how I am off the course, because on the course, on TV we're always having poker faces and 
people think we're so serious and we're all the same.   
 
But actually no, I think every player has their own characters, and I think especially in 
myself, I do think I'm kind of like a silly, funny girl off the course so I want my fans to know 
that.  But at the same time I do know that, you know, there won't be -- like can't be like 
everybody likes you.  I mean, there will be some people that are maybe against you or will 
give some comments that are not very positive. 
 
To me, at first I will try to learn from what they tell me.  If that's good for myself, then I'll take 
it.  But, I mean, if sometimes I don't agree on it, I just ignore it because I think that I'm a 
professional, I know what is going to help me, so I'll do the things that are going to help my 
game. 
 
Q.  With the new event in China, for all the LPGA fans that have never been, what 
should we expect at that event? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I think Shanghai is probably the most international city in China.  
Because I'm not from Shanghai but I've been there a few times for tournaments and I really 
like the Shanghainese food.  One dish is so famous, everybody knows Xiaolongbao, that is 
actually from Shanghai.  I think a lot of people will love it because like I know a lot of players 
on the tour, we love dumplings, so I'm pretty sure they'll have a good time over there. 
 
And then also I think they can actually go to the Bund, you know, at night, like after we play 
because there are a lot of very good restaurants.  And then we usually get pretty good views 
for the city, so I think people will really enjoy it. 
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Q.  So coming back to this week's tournament here with your win, are you going to 
change anything to your game since last year?  I know that you changed your putter 
earlier this season.  Are you going to change anything? 
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  No, I changed back to the old putter.  And I think for me, I mean, I'm 
not a person that likes to change a lot.  I mean, including like my clubs.  My last putter, I 
used it for like 10 years, and this one like three years for now maybe.  Yeah, so and then my 
caddie, we've been working together for six years, and my coach, we've been working 
together for 11 years.  So I'm a player that once I find the balance, then I'll just keep doing it, 
keep it.  So I think what I've been doing pretty well so far, I just need to get everything 
together on the same week, so hopefully this is going to be the week. 
 
Q.  Looks like consistency really helps you become successful.  Good luck, 
Shanshan, this week.  
 
SHANSHAN FENG:  Thank you. 
  


