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DAY 3 INTERVIEW 
May 6, 2018 
 
LINDY DUNCAN 
 

 

 

Q.  So, this is a really strange week, just to begin with.  Talk about what it felt like this 

morning, only your second round, but, you know, having a chance to win the golf 

tournament.  How did it feel different?  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I tried not to think about it too much.  I mean, it was weird starting on the 

10th hole, because I thought we were starting on one, for like a long time, and I didn't 

think -- I thought we were going to get re-paired. 

 

Q.  When did you figure that out? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  The night of, when I got the tee time, but I didn't check to see if I was on 

1 or 10. 

 

Q.  I'm glad you checked.  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yeah, so we got off to a good start.  And I was thinking last night, if I 

could get off to a good start, get right in it, you know, it's going to be a shootout, so I was just 

like try to play aggressive. 

 

Q.  Did you think you were going to go 7 under par? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I mean, I didn't, like, have a premonition or anything about it, but I feel 

like I have been playing well. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  So I was like, anything can happen. 

 

Q.  When did you know that she chipped in or made birdie? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  When Jeri told me. 

 

Q.  Did you know she was at 11, though? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I didn't.  Wasn't looking.  Kyle, my caddie, told me, just keep your head 

down.  And I think that helped, because I was feeling pretty nervous on the back nine. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  That putt you missed on the par 5, I know you rebounded after that.  But 
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that just seemed like the one that could have given you the ultimate momentum there.  

Was that a misread, was that --  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  -- were there nerves in there? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I think on the par 5, I think it was a misread.  I think there was a lot of 

green back there, because I played it dead center, and I didn't see a lot of break, I didn't feel 

a lot of break, and I kind of just lipped out on the right edge, but I missed quite a few short 

putts this week --  

 

Q.  Yeah.  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  -- so, but I made a lot of putts too, so, you know. 

 

Q.  Talk about the finishing stretch you had, after the bogey. 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yeah.  After the bogey, I was like, I don't know what I just -- I was a little 

confused.  But I was like, whatever, you know, that stuff happens.  It's a freak thing.  And 

Kyle told me we need to -- I asked him, because I was, like, starting to feel a little -- and he's 

like, let's go birdie, birdie, birdie.  And I said okay.  And -- 

 

Q.  He said that? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yeah.   

 

We hit a great shot on that par 3 to about this far.  And I was like, whoa, okay.  And then on 

the par 5 had a really good number, really good two-putt.  And then on 9, barely cleared that 

bunker with a drive and had just a 100-yard shot.  So I was like, okay, we can stick this. 

 

And when I marked the ball, I somehow caught the leaderboard that Sung Hyun was at 11, 

so I was like -- I told Kyle, I know this isn't to win or to tie, or anything.  But he was like, 

anything could happen, just, you know, focus on this one putt. 

 

Q.  And you had obviously a great amateur career, a great career at Duke.  How 

different is it to get to be in contention at this level? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  It's really, really different.  I mean, it's like kind of night and day.  It's really 

different.  Everybody out here is just, like, so, so good.  And you really have to be so focused 

in preparation.  I feel like that's the biggest difference for me, is like each week I'm trying to, 

like, nail down certain things that I need to work on.  And it's figuring out what you need to 

work on. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  
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LINDY DUNCAN:  So there's a lot of work going on. 

 

Q.  Did it surprise you how much -- how much bigger the step was? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I think so.  I definitely think so.  I mean, it was a big step from Duke to 

Symetra.  It was a way bigger step I felt like from Symetra to out here, with all of the 

traveling, the planes, you know, making plans, caddies, you know. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  There's just a lot more to it. 

 

Q.  Do you feel like you're fully comfortable out here? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I do. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  Did you feel that way before this week? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  When did you start feeling that way? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I would think the beginning of this year. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yeah.  I think I just, you know, worked really hard and, you know, just felt 

like I have been working on good things with my swing and, you know, really turned around 

my short game.  I think I got a lot better with my wedges and a lot better with my chipping.  A 

lot of that's thanks to my caddie, Kyle.  He really kind of helped me become a more 

confident chipper. 

 

Q.  Is he a good player? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  He's mostly a hockey player, but he plays golf.  He's a very good athlete, 

but hockey is like his main sport.  But he also played a lot of golf. 

 

Q.  Did he play competitive hockey, like in college or something?  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yeah, he played competitively, yeah, in college. 

 

Q.  What do you think a finish like this is going to do for your confidence the rest of 

the year? 
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LINDY DUNCAN:  I think it's great.  I felt like it was coming.  You know, I felt like it was 

going to happen eventually, and I was just trying to be patient.  And I think that's the key 

going forward, is just like keep working on the same things.  And, like, I had the most 

patience this week I think I have had in a long time.  And little things that normally bother me 

didn't.  And so I got to make sure that I keep that up, because you can't out here, it's just too 

tough. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  Coming into the season, did you set any goals for yourself this year? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Not a huge goal-setter.  Just keep you -- I just want to keep getting 

better, keep improving.   

 

I was kind of upset after last year, and I think I was angry all off season and I think that 

helped me work really hard.  So -- 

 

Q.  What were you angry about? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I just felt like I wasn't where I needed to be.  I just felt like I'm not -- 

 

Q.  You're better than this?  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yeah, just like, you know, I need to get my stuff together.  This is not 

what I want to do. 

 

Q.  Cool. 

 

Q.  Looks like it will be a second-place finish, an incredible week this week.  What 

worked so well for you here in Texas? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Kept the ball in play pretty well.  Hit a lot of greens.  Had some really 

good short-game shots, so kind of scrambled for a lot of pars, and made some putts. 

 

Q.  How proud are you of how you finished today?  You really put yourself in the hunt, 

sort of knew what you had to do and then you did what you needed to do there to get 

your career best finish.  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  It's awesome.  I'm super excited.  Just grind out there.  And, you know, 

we were just trying to focus on every shot, and we did a good job. 

 

Q.  Take me through the stretch, the final stretch.  Birdie, birdie, birdie.  What was 

working there? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Well, on the tee shot on the par 3, I kind of asked Kyle, you know, where 

we were.  And he was like, let's go birdie, birdie, birdie.  I was like, okay.  And hit a really 

good tee shot, like a foot.  And then I was like, okay.  
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Then a par 5 next, and hit a great hybrid on the green, really good two-putt.   

 

And then hit a good drive into the bunker.  Sorry.  And hit a wedge, like a 100-yard wedge 

shot, like 14, so that was good. 

 

Q.  Everybody says it's really hard to win out here, it's really hard to come in second, 

it's really hard to have weeks like you had.  What did you prove to yourself this week? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  I think we're working on the right things.  And you know, getting more 

focused on the preparation and the details of the preparation and the traveling and all that 

stuff, so we're just kind of getting the hang of it and getting into a routine and, you know, just 

trying to let my game just come out. 

 

Q.  And how much does this set you up for the rest of the year when you have a finish 

like this?  Does this really propel you to more top 10's and maybe eventually a 

breakthrough? 

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Yeah, for sure.  Got a lot of confidence, and I can't wait to get started on 

the next couple. 

 

Q.  All right.  Thanks a lot.  Good luck.  

 

LINDY DUNCAN:  Thank you.   
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