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DAY 2 INTERVIEW 
May 5, 2018 
 
ANNIKA CLARK 
 

 

 

Q.  Annika or Karrie; is that right?  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  That's pretty cool.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah, because when I was born, they were like dueling one and two in 

the world, and my dad's like a huge golfer.  So, my mom liked both names.  She's like, okay, 

whatever. 

 

Q.  So why did she pick Annika over Karrie?  Did they tell you a story about that? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  I don't know.  My dad's like -- really just liked Annika and the way she 

competed and how she held herself.  And obviously Karrie, too.  But I guess when I was 

born, my mom was like, I really like Annika, that one that's going to stick.   

 

It's really cool to have someone to look up to growing up and just know, oh, I'm named after 

her, so it automatically gave me such a great role model for golf. 

 

Q.  So, is it almost like you were destined to do this in a way? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  I guess so, yeah.  I mean, I played other sports growing up, like 

basketball and softball.  But golf kind of like -- my dad was like, you know, you have to pick 

one sooner or later, golf is going to take you -- or be with you, like, for the rest of your life.  

So, I'm really glad that I ended up picking it.  And it's so much fun, I really enjoy it.  But, 

yeah, I guess I was destined to do it.  That's what a lot of people say. 

 

Q.  When did you first pick up a club, do you remember? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  I was really young, going out with my dad, first playing tournament when 

I was seven.  But before that, like, I was at the golf course with my dad, because he plays, 

like, six days a week.  So, yeah, he's a really good golfer, so I would just be out there with 

him. 

 

Q.  He didn't play professional? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  No, he played, like, a lot of amateur events, stuff like that. 
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Q.  Oh, he did? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Uh-huh. 

 

Q.  And is that a dream to play out here one day? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  It is.  I have one more year of college left, and I want to get my degree 

and after that, go home, practice, and get ready for Q-School. 

 

Q.  Have you met Annika? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  I did.  I played in the Annika Invitation in the AJGA like a couple years 

ago, so I got to meet her then.  It was really cool.  She did, like, a clinic for all of us and I got 

to like introduce her, tell her I was named after her and stuff.  So I have a picture with her 

and my dad. 

 

Q.  Have you ever met Karrie? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  I have not.  I have seen her out here a lot, but --  

 

Q.  Yeah, yeah.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  But, yeah. 

 

Q.  What was this whole experience like, getting to play in an LPGA event? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  It's been really cool, it's been really eye-opening to see, like, what they 

go through each week, and talk about their housing situations and travel, and how, you 

know, you just kind of travel week to week, like (inaudible) is from Denmark, she's like, yeah, 

I have been out here for eight weeks, you know, I'm out here probably four more before I go 

home.  So, I mean, it's just really cool, because you hear everything.  Getting to talk to them 

firsthand, it's really awesome.  And, I mean, I really like enjoy it.  It's everything I expected 

and more.  So I'm really excited.  I mean, it doesn't change my mind at all. 

 

Q.  Yeah did you watch Annika growing up, like, on TV, or did you ever go --  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  I did. 

 

Q.  -- ever go to tournaments? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  I mean, I was a little younger, like --  

 

Q.  Yeah.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  -- whenever she was, but, I mean.  So, I go to TCU, and one of the big 
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factors was, I mean, we play at Colonial a lot. 

 

Q.  Sure.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  And that's where she played in the PGA tournament.  That was like a 

really cool thing.  So, I pretty much had my heart set on that, too, before, like going in.  But 

other factors, too. 

 

Q.  Yeah, yeah.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  That was pretty cool.  And I watched, like, features that they do about, 

like, you know, her playing with the PGA and stuff like that, so it's really just cool looking 

back on that and seeing a lot of the stuff now. 

 

Q.  So is that your home course, so Colonial? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah.  We have like six or seven. 

 

Q.  Oh, wow.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  We play at Colonial, Shady Oaks, Mira Vista, a lot.  But, I mean, Colonial 

is like a five-minute drive.  

 

Q.  Oh, wow.  From campus?  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Oh, no way.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  It's literally a few streets over. 

 

Q.  Oh, that's cool.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  So, it's really cool.  You get to go to the Colonial if you're there in May 

and stuff. 

 

Q.  Yeah.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  So, it's a really cool, like, place, and like historical place to be right by 

and get to play. 

 

Q.  And is there all kinds of, like, Annika stuff --  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah.  There's a lot of like Ben Hogan stuff and -- 
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Q.  Okay, okay.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Uh-huh. 

 

Q.  Cool.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  And there's, like, stuff on Annika in the clubhouse. 

 

Q.  Cool.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  That's very cool. 

 

Q.  What's your nickname?  Shark? 

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah.  So, everyone on my golf team has a nickname, and mine's Shark, 

because my coach says that I smile all the time and I show all my teeth, and that -- I just 

kind of swim around and then bite down on the competition. 

 

Q.  There you.  Go, all right.  I like it, Shark.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah, so I have a shark on everything. 

 

Q.  Oh, yeah?  Okay, cool.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  It's funny this week, because they obviously look at your bag to get your 

name to put on the driving range, and mine says Annika Shark, and so they're really thrown 

off.  They're like there's no way that's your last name. 

 

Q.  Well, Shark, Clark.  

 

ANNIKA CLARK:  Yeah, I guess it rhymes. 

 

Q.  That's a lot of good stuff.  Cool, yeah, yeah, yeah, cool.   
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