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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
May 4, 2018 
 
MARTY ROBINSON 
 
 
Q.  So, what was the -- given all that's happened, how do you feel about where we 
stand?  Was it a tough choice in determining 36 holes, or --  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Yes, they have all been tough choices.  They have all been 
difficult.  So, starting with wind and then thunderstorms, and trying to figure out where 
we might end up here.  So it's been a challenging week for everybody, but we ultimately 
ended up with -- with where we thought would be the fairest for the competition, for all 
players considered. 
 
Q.  You know, talking to Celine, when she finished up on 18, she said she was 
pleasantly surprised at the conditions today.  In fact, she used the word perfect.  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Well, that's awfully good to hear.  The maintenance staff did a 
fantastic job getting the golf course ready.  And we wanted to give everybody example 
time to do that, since we waited so long to actually play some golf.  So, we wanted to be 
sure we had good conditions out there.  And they are, and they are.  It's in 
pretty -- obviously been wet, but other than that, in pretty good condition. 
 
Q.  I don't cover the sport all the time like Bill does.  How rare was it to have a 
round where there were no patrons, no fans --  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Yes.  
 
Q.  -- coming out?  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  I have been doing this for a couple of decades or more, and I can 
only think of a couple of times where we have done that.  I couldn't tell you where they 
were, but where the course conditions were either very poor, or -- as a matter of fact, 
that would be the only reason that I can recall, so -- 
 
Q.  What goes into the decision-making process when you're trying to figure 
out -- I mean, why not go 54 holes and finish on Monday?  Is avoiding Monday the 
biggest deal, or -- you know what I'm saying? 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Well, each tournament is different in that respect, so we get all 
the parties involved when it comes to that, and we try to figure out what the competition 
is, how that's played out, how it works for the sponsor, how it works for the tour, how it 
works for -- so, try to get everybody involved -- involved in making that decision, I 
should say. 
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Q.  I mean, is it -- to cut it down to 36 holes, is that, like -- that seems like a major 
deal.  Obviously, you want to -- 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  That doesn't happen that often, either. 
 
Q.  Yeah.  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Certainly, we had -- just a couple years ago, we had to do -- you 
know, you do what you have to do to get to an official -- to get an official golf 
tournament.  Thirty-six holes does make it an official golf tournament.  
 
Q.  That's right, so yeah. 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  A couple years ago -- you know, everybody will get their points 
and official money, and so on, for this event.  So, we really wanted to make sure that 
that took place. 
 
Q.  The Bahamas event a few years ago, were you -- were you involved in that?  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  I was, I was.  I was getting ready to mention that.  That was a, 
you know, flood of the century.  And we ended up playing 36 holes, but basically three 
12-hole rounds, you know, if you want to look at it that way.  We got -- we managed to 
get it -- and had to close some holes and play them in a different order, but we 
managed to get it done.  So, you just never know what's going to hit you. 
 
Q.  What were the biggest problem areas in getting the course ready to play 
today? 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Today was --  
 
Q.  Bunkers or standing water?  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  We had a lot of standing water in places.  It was a combination, 
standing water in bunkers, standing water in fairways.   
 
Again, the maintenance staff did a fantastic job. 
 
Q.  Yes.  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Thirty plus people out there on the 10th fairway today 
squeegeeing and using rakes and doing everything they could to get water off of that 
surface so that we could actually play today.  And they did a fantastic -- I can't tell you 
what a great job they did. 
 
Q.  And any idea how many maintenance people worked on this tournament this 
week? 
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MARTY ROBINSON:  I don't have that information, unfortunately. 
 
Q.  It just seems staggering to me.  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  I know that they brought in extra folks to -- in anticipation of this.  
 
Q.  Like from area clubs, and --  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Yeah, yeah, absolutely.  They -- most of the time, they'll bring 
folks in from different clubs, different superintendents.  And it's a real, you know, 
community event in that respect.  
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  So, but as far as total number, I don't have that. 
 
Q.  Okay.  And was there any thought of trying to get out early tomorrow? 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Well, we want to be --  
 
Q.  I mean playing early, get out playing early? 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  I mean, we're going to start at 8:30.  We want to make sure we 
have plenty of time to prepare -- you know, basically have a shotgun start 
tomorrow.  And we don't know -- we didn't know who the players were going to be.  We 
were -- we were trying to dodge ball marks on greens, tees, and fairways, you 
know.  And a mower running over something, we didn't want that to take place, so try to 
give everybody ample time. 
 
Q.  And then lastly, how -- obviously, the course softens up with all the 
rain.  What other kind of things, conditions, do the players -- did they have today 
that may have been better or worse? 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Well --  
 
Q.  Debris, or anything like that? 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  They did a nice job cleaning everything up.   
 
I would say probably the biggest positive for the players - and you would have to ask 
them - but I would guess the softened greens because of the rain, and so they were 
able to fire at the pins today, probably a little bit more than they would have been able to 
otherwise.   
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But then you get lack of roll off fairways because they're wet, so some of that gets 
negated with -- the rain affects your -- you positively and negatively, if you want to look 
at it that way.  And just --  
 
Q.  If we don't have any delays, you'll finish 36 holes, correct? 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Yes, yeah.  I mean, there's still a chance of fog in the morning, 
so we have taken that into account.  We'll see how that goes, but -- 
 
Q.  But that's -- you're already counting that in by starting at 8:30? 
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Yes, we're trying to negate that just a little bit. 
 
Q.  Yeah.  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  So, if all things -- all the dominoes fall in the right spot, we have a 
shot at it. 
 
Q.  Thanks so much.  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  Yeah, no worries. 
 
Q.  I really appreciate it.  I know you have had a hectic day.  
 
MARTY ROBINSON:  It's not a problem, not a problem.  Thanks for coming out today.   
 


