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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
May 2, 2018 
 
KIM KAUFMAN 
 
 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Events -- there's probably never going to be an event in South Dakota.  I 
do consider this, you know, my home, or at least my second home, and I love it.   
 
You know, I get so many Texans out here and alumni, and people from Fort Worth, I 
honestly probably had more tickets this week than any other week, so it's great for me. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you consider Texas home now?  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah, I'm getting there.  I'm not sure what point you can say I'm from 
Texas.  But I did go to school here, I left for a few years, but I came back, I don't plan on 
leaving, so yeah, I do. 
 
MODERATOR:  And we had talked about having friends.  Friends kind of help you bring that 
transition over here. 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah.  So, when I graduated Tech, I actually went to Orlando.  It just was 
kind of the place everyone went.  And some other Tech girls on the plane were there, and 
spent three years there, and I was just getting to the point where I don't look forward to really 
coming back here.  I missed the seasons, and there's just so many things I miss.  And I 
stayed with Angela Stanford in Korea one year, and she said, like, "Come to Fort Worth, 
come look at Shady Oaks, you know, just come check it out."  And I thought, okay.  I had 
never even been to Fort Worth.  And I came, and I was like, this is where I need to be.  It just 
reminded me, I just don't need palm trees, that's what I grew up with.  And I joined Shady, 
which is awesome, and within, like, six months I bought, a house.  I'm like, I'm going to stay 
here, I love it. 
 
MODERATOR:  I think you can legitimately say you're from Texas now. 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Okay.  Don't tell people in Clark, though.  They'll get upset.  
 
MODERATOR:  So, in college, did you ever play Old American, or what was it like playing 
out there today? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  You know, I had not played this course.  This is, like, so far north.  I'm 
actually -- I live in Southwest Fort Worth, so I'm actually staying up here.  But I had my own 
car, so it kind of feels like home.  But I had not, so I played about six weeks ago to get a feel 
for it, and I played it last week when I had missed the cut in L.A.  And it was like a super golf 
course.  It's in such good shape right now.  The greens are so good.  You know, it's windy, 
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and it's Texas, so it's always windy, and it's going to make it hard, and I think that's good.  
But it's a great golf course.  You know, this wind switches around.  I played a -- I put a 
5-wood into 18, I hit a pitching wedge into 18.  But that's golf, and it's fun, and I think it's 
going to make for an exciting event. 
 
MODERATOR:  Awesome. 
 
Can you tell me about just, when you decided to come to Texas for college, what was that 
decision like?  Were you figuring out, like, where to go and what kind of solidified that 
decision?  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  You know, I went to Illinois my first visit, years ago Illinois, and it was 
great.  The school was great.  But it was still, you know, kind of cold, and I was just really set 
on getting out of the cold.  So, I came to Lubbock, and it was super windy.  And I thought, 
oh, it's a really windy day here.  No, it was windy every day.  But I just -- something about 
the golf program.  You know, I actually signed with a different coach than what I had.  So, 
that does play a big part.  But I liked all of that.  I had a chance to get out, and I did it.  So, it 
just was a great little family.  Lubbock is a college town.  Everything revolved around it.  And 
I loved that.  I loved being at a big school.  I come from a really small town.  I thought that 
would be fun.  And, you know, I came to West Texas, enjoyed it, and now I live not in West 
Texas, but close, which is perfect. 
 
MODERATOR:  You have been out here on the tour for a couple years now.  What do you 
think has been the biggest thing that you learned from being out here? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  I really learned that, you know, each week, it's not life and death.  It's a 
marathon, not a sprint.  And, you know, everyone has bad weeks and plays bad.  You might 
think, like, you know, oh, like, so great to be, you know, Shanshan, or whoever, they always 
play great.  No, everyone struggles.  You know, it's just how can you continually get a little 
bit better and inch up there.  On some level, we all do.  And, you know, when you are 
struggling, you just got to keep grinding, because, like, everyone's going through it.  You 
just -- when you first come out, you feel like everyone has to be perfect and every week you 
got to play great.  And you don't.  You just need a few great weeks, and then a lot of weeks 
where you're just hanging in there.  So, I want to kind of just go with that a little bit more. 
 
MODERATOR:  Can you tell me about how you feel at this point in your season for 2018?  I 
mean, last season you did great, with two top-ten finishes.  How is it going so far?   
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Well, every year I come out and I have a year-end meeting, like, usually in 
the winter with my coach, and I always say, like, I want this fast start, I want to get going, 
and every year I have a slow start.  So, like, maybe accepting I'm just a slow starter.  But it 
actually has been okay.  I've only missed on two cuts.  I missed the cut in Australia, and I 
missed the cut in L.A.  I just am finishing kind of low.  You know, I finished T-50.  But I had a 
really good week in Hawaii, finally.  I finished in the top 25.  And I like Hawaii, which is good.  
So, it's coming.  And that's what I like about these summer stretches, there are courses I 
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played now, it's my fifth year, I have had a lot of good events.  So, you know, and that just 
plays a huge role, like from past memory.  So, I know it will pick up and it will get going and, 
you know, hopefully it will start here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.   
 
Well, being on the Tour, you have been able to travel all over the world.  Can you tell us a 
little bit about just any experiences that were really memorable for you?  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  I always have to say, my -- one of the coolest things I did was a couple 
years ago in Beijing, was climb the Great Wall of China.  Not only was it cool just to be there, 
but I didn't realize, you know, how steep it was.  And there was only about four of us out of 
all these people that started that went to the top.  Followed Kris Tamulis up there, who just 
was on a Sunday stroll.  She's in such great shape.  But me and my caddie, we followed her, 
and we made it.  Honestly, it was just -- we had a clear day and it was just so cool to be a 
part of something so, you know, ancient and famous.  Luckily, we get to do, you know, a lot 
of things like that, but that really stands out. 
 
MODERATOR:  You kind of had a health setback at the end of last year.  What did you 
learn about just having to deal with things that are out of your control? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah.  I mean, and that goes back to learning that, you know, everyone 
goes through things.  You know, Anna had mono.  And then when I got it and looking at her 
winning the Evian, it's just amazing.  It was terrible.  I -- honestly I would say about a month 
ago I could actually say I was completely over it, because it just lingered.  And I don't think -- 
I didn't rest enough.  You only get mono once, so if I get it again, I would be really good at 
resting.  I would know what I was doing.  But, yeah, I mean, you know, it was (inaudible) 
while I was in Asia, I did play Sydney.  I played great at Sydney, randomly.  But you just -- 
you have to put your life and your health sometimes -- you know, that's most important.  We 
always used to put golf first, everything and anything for our golf games.  But we have lives 
to live as well, and, you know, your health is the No. 1 important thing, I'm really thankful 
now for my health. 
 
MODERATOR:  I'm so glad you're over that. 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Have you been able to kind of rethink about your training process, and have 
you had to adapt anything? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  I mean, I have not done a workout since probably October.  When I came 
back in January, I tried to do one, and it just -- it would just wipe me out.  And that's when I 
actually reached out to Anna, and I said, tell me about how -- we're not super close friends.  
I'm like, tell me, you know, how was yours?  And, you know, she had said she didn't work 
out for, like, six months as well.  And I thought, okay, I need to slow down.  I tried it again in 
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Phoenix.  It was the same thing.  I need to put more effort in the golf course and not there.  
Now I need to, I just need to get into the routine of it.  It's been so long.  But I just had to say, 
okay, I only have this amount of energy and we're -- where to spend it, and it was most 
important for me to spend it on the golf course, especially at the end of the year.  But I will 
get back into it, but a couple failed attempts, you just learn and be able to prioritize. 
 
MODERATOR:  Being an incredible athlete and not being --  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Oh, thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  I mean, how frustrating was that to not be able to work out? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah, it is, because it's part of your routine.  And I enjoy working out.  I'm 
not like -- some girls super, you know, love it.  But a lot of it too just for like injury prevention.  
I have noticed like running the treadmill a little bit more because, you know, my hips are 
getting a little weak and my gluts -- you know, some of those things, and I can feel that out 
here, so -- and I can do it and just build that strength back up again. 
 
MODERATOR:  What would you say is -- was the biggest difference between collegiate 
golfing and golfing as a professional. 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  That's a good question.  Collegiate golfing is, I feel like, when you play 
college golf, it's 36, 18, you're trying to rush these holes in and get home and go to school.  
But here now it's your full-time job.  I feel like three days here of my practice rounds, or, you 
know, four days over 18 holes, you just have a lot more time, obviously.  But also just I feel 
like it's the season that you play.  In college golf, you only play four in the fall and maybe six 
in the spring.  And every tournament is really important especially for that ranking, where 
here you can go a little bit more, you can have a tough stretch and come back.  
 
MODERATOR:  You have been working with your coach for a while now. 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  How important is consistency for you being out here? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah.  I have been with my coach for 20 -- this will be our 22nd year, and 
I'm only 26, so I started very young.  I feel so lucky, because some of the other girls and I 
watch them, it's not -- nothing, you know, like, their fault or anything, but I can call Todd and, 
you know, tell him two golf shots and he knows -- and just, you know, he's going to put me 
first and (inaudible) at any point, come out here and see me.  We're like a family.  So, I 
probably take it for granted, but it's the only one I have ever known.  But it's been a long 
journey, and I'm super happy.  He's actually here this week.  And now he works with a 
couple other girls on the tour, too, which I'm super happy to see that, you know, his talent is 
being recognized and he can help other girls. 
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MODERATOR:  Are you still connected with your college at all and do you stay in contact 
with either the coaches or the players?  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah.  You know, couple of my very best friends are still playing.  Actually, 
my one of my teammates Monday qualified, Hannah Arnold, and I played golf for three years 
at Tech together, so I was super happy for her.  And I do -- I try -- you know, they played in 
Dallas a couple times this year, and I always ended up either I wasn't here, it was just too 
far, I couldn't get here.  But I do, I follow them, you know.  I don't know anyone on the team 
anymore, I'm getting so old.  But I love to.  You know, it's my alma matter.  I was super 
happy to go there, and I try to follow all the sports really. 
 
MODERATOR:  I would hardly say that you're old, but --  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  On this tour, I feel old. 
 
MODERATOR:  When you're talking to those other golfers that are looking to go pro, or 
even just going through the whole collegiate experience, what do you say to them, what 
advice would you give them? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  I think it's important to remember that there's not, like, one road.  You 
know, you can get here many ways.  If you're meant to get here, you will.  I didn't get my 
card through Symetra, and I didn't get it through Q-School, but I got it here in Dallas.  And 
that holds a special place in my heart, because I finished fourth in my second event.  And all 
of a sudden, there it was, I was on the tour.  So, you never know what's going to happen.  
And just to play.  If you want to stay amateur when you graduate, you can have more 
tournaments to play in, that's great.  But you just have to keep playing.  And you have to 
have a plan.  Have a coach, have someone that's going to help you, and have a plan. 
 
MODERATOR:  You talked about just the different conditions that you have to play in, and 
you didn't take the ordinary route here.  How important is it to stay grounded and to have 
people around you supporting you?  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah, 100 percent, because it's hard.  We watched golf on TV, you see 
the winner, you see the person celebrating.  There's also probably a lot of tears every week 
out here.  It's a really hard game.  And you need people around you to, like I say, pick you 
up when you need that, or to keep you grounded, if it's going really well, because we can all 
be on either side of the spectrum really quickly, I think.  So, I have a great support system 
between my family, between my coach, between, like, my mental coaches, just, you know, 
the few people that I work with.  And I think that's important, is to be selective who you kind 
of let in your inner circle. 
 
MODERATOR:  Are you superstition at all?  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  You know, I'm really not.  I can't think of really one superstition.  
Sometimes I will keep the same ball mark, but then if I can't see it on the green well or my 
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caddie can't see it, I will switch it first.  So, I'm really not. 
 
MODERATOR:  Any other questions? 
 
Q.  So I see that you have Callaway and Antigua as partners.  Tell me a little bit more 
about Stanford Health and Profile by Stanford.  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah. 
 
SPEAKER:  So Profiles, obviously is a division of Stanford Health.  It's a huge hospital 
system, South Dakota, Minnesota, North Dakota, and some overseas.  But they have a huge 
sports presence and a huge sports performance institute.  And, you know, they actually 
called me, and any athlete -- they also sponsor Amy Olsen.  And they are just fantastic.  
Anything I need, anything I want to do -- they do a lot of athletes testings.  Like, I have had a 
sweat test done.  And in that test I found out I use a lot of salt.  So I put salt in there.  They 
can do, like, the CO2.  Just tons of sports performance things, you know, connected with this 
hospital.  So, they are a fantastic partner.  And it's just -- they're a little kind of gem up there 
in South Dakota that, as an athlete, if you don't know about it, you probably should.  You 
should probably go check it out.   
 
And then Profile is just a division of theirs.  They have essentially a weight-loss program, but 
now they are starting their Profile Perform for athletes, like pre- and post-workout drinks, 
bars, nutrition.  And they're opening stores, like, everywhere. 
 
Brad did my first-ever interview when I went on Symetra, and he was really scared to come 
up and ask me if I would answer some questions. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask who your favorite Symetra tour media guy was, but I guess I 
think I know the answer to that.  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Hopefully.   
 
So, what is it like to -- so I guess Sioux Falls, you grew up, right -- or not Sioux Falls, 
but Clark.  Clark, South Dakota.  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  So, what's the difference between living in Clark, South Dakota and in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Well, I mean, Clark is a town of about 1,200 people.  We had a grocery 
store, but we had no place to eat out.  I love going to eat out.  That's like a -- I still think that's 
fun, or probably go to the movies.  Just probably really basic things, we just didn't have it.  
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We would have to go to Watertown, which was 30 miles.  But it's also things I miss, like -- 
you know, when I go to Clark, everyone went to every football game and every basketball 
game.  You were really involved in that school.  And I live three blocks from a school in Fort 
Worth and I don't even know what it's called.  So, you know everyone.   
 
I met a few of my neighbors, and they have been great, but it's just small town versus big 
city.  And there's good and bad about both.  But obviously in our job, the opportunity to live 
in the big city is probably a little better.  But I do miss Clark sometimes, I miss that small 
town. 
 
Q.  I think I read somewhere that you held a 4.0 GPA during school.  Is that right? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  I did, yeah. 
 
Q.  How did you manage to do that? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  You know, it was pretty easy at Clark to do that; had 20 kids in your class.  
I always loved school.  And I actually went to college, I thought I would go to law school, so I 
knew my GPA was really important.  And then I got to a point where I was like, well, I 
probably want to play, but couldn't quite give up that great whole feeling of having, you 
know, a 4.0.  It became a little -- yeah, I don't know, and I just did.  Yeah, and I graduated 
with that, so -- not that it's helping me now, but --  
 
Q.  Do you still plan on going to law school, or --  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  I used to say that.  I used to think that when I was playing bad my first 
year in Symetra.  Like, why am I out here, I could be in law school.  But no, probably not 
anymore.  Maybe for something else I'll apply for law school. 
 
Q.  How do you stay mentally alert and sharp while you're still playing out here on the 
tour? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  You know, I learned that lesson last year.  I played eight events in a row, 
because I used to always think you had to earn weeks off.  And I, fortunately, physically 
never really had any injury and I was very healthy physically.  But I realized there at the 
British Open, my eighth event, and mentally I was gone.  And I played terrible.  And I 
thought, well, I made four out of eight cuts that stretch.  I thought let's play six this year and 
make six of six.  So, actually I didn't play last week, I'm not going to play in the Volvik, which 
is weird for me.  So, I kind of became known as a player that played every week, but I 
learned my lesson. 
 
Q.  Kim, I noticed that, so, in 10 events this year, there have been 10 different winners 
on tour.  Is that something, like, that you guy notice, or think about?  Or when you 
hear that, what kind of comes to mind? 
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KIM KAUFMAN:  You know, I didn't know that, but, yeah.  I -- you know, I think it just keeps 
pointing to the fact that the tour is getting so much stronger.  You know, there's more and 
more girls that could win.  You know, you have, you know, rookies that can come out and 
win.  And, you know, Hannah Green almost won Australia, and Natali was up there.  It's 
strong, and it just -- and it just shows, too, that any of us can win.  Pernilla was so inspiring 
at the A & A.  I left her a message saying, you know, you inspired me and I need to go out 
there and work on my putting, but -- because she can do it.  She took on Inbee Park.  And I 
just think more and more girls are feeling that way, like, you know what, it's my time to come 
out here and do this.  And I love it.  It's -- you know, it's inspiring for us to see. 
 
Q.  What are your goals this season, Kim? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  I do have some goals I wrote down.  And one of those is have five 
top-tens.  I have always had two or three my last four years, which is good, and I love it, but 
I'm like, I just want to raise that a little bit.  You know, I look around at girls, like I say, 
Pernilla, or I look around at girls that are always there, maybe they haven't won a lot, maybe 
someone like Lizette.  I think she's such a great player, because she's just constantly right in 
the top ten and, you know, maybe she's only won one, but she has a career that I admire.  I 
just want to put myself in that position a little more this year. 
 
Q.  Are there any other players or people in your life that stand as role models for 
you? 
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Yeah.  I mean, I have some great friends out here.  You know, Kris 
Tamulis was my pod leader, like my big sister, and she's a role model for me, maybe not on 
the golf course so much, but just for the fact that there's a life outside of golf, and she 
balances it really well.  I remember I -- I vividly remember walking down the fairway rookie 
year and saying, "Kris, have you ever won on tour?"  And she goes, "Nope.  I have been on 
tour ten years, never won, but I have a house to myself, I have a great life, and I love to 
play."  And I thought, wow, like, that's awesome, because that's -- we get so caught up in got 
to win, win, win, what's your role, a shrink, all these things, and she balances it really well, 
and she's a role model for me.  I don't want to get, like I say, too caught up in it either, and 
just realizing that, enjoy your time out here is all, and enjoy your life.  She is.   
 
And like I say, Pernilla is a great role model.  I have always loved her demeanor on the golf 
course.  She's someone I think about, always think what would Pernilla do?  Pernilla would 
still stand up here and, you know, if it's a putt for triple bogey, she'd stand up there and look 
at it just like if it was for birdie.  I have learned a lot from her.  And, you know, her winning 
the A & A just proves that what she's doing is right, so --  
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Any other questions?  Thank you so much for your time, Kim.  
 
KIM KAUFMAN:  Thank you guys. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good luck this week. 
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KIM KAUFMAN:  Thank you.   
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