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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
May 2, 2018 
 
JENNY SHIN 
 
 
 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Welcome back to the media center, here at the 2018 Volunteers 
of America LPGA Texas Classic.   
 
I am joined here by Jenny Shin, who was a first-time Rolex winner at this event two years 
ago.  Jenny, can you tell us a little bit about how that win went for you?  
 
JENNY SHIN:  Well, I remember the last day was pretty windy, and I did the best as I could 
to not really look at the leader board and scramble my way, because everybody knows 
Texas golf courses are really windy.  And it was really windy.  And I was really trying hard to 
not make bogeys, because I knew it was tough for everybody.  And I think I did a good job 
of -- came up with two birdies and finished with two under par and got my win. 
 
MODERATOR:  How have you felt about your game since then?  
 
JENNY SHIN:  I think I had some rough patch after my win.  My strength in my golf game is 
always driving accuracy.  And then after that event, I struggled with my tee shots.  And I 
remember playing Kingsmill and I only hit five fairways in regulation, which was a big shock 
to me and I had a really tough time getting over that.  And then I decided to go back to my 
coach, and climbing my way up on the ranking in accuracy.  And I have been hitting a lot 
more fairways, so it's a relief to see myself getting my second shots out of the fairway and 
not out of the rough.   
 
But I'm pretty happy to be here.  Good memories.  And I know it's a different golf course, but 
it's got a similar feel.  It's really windy, a lot of runoffs on the greens, and I'm pretty happy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does this golf course kind of fit your game? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  There are certain holes.  There are a lot of left-to-right winds.  There's not 
too much headwind or downwind.  It's a little bit more left to right, or right to left.  The back 
nine here -- well, the front nine here I think is a little bit tougher than the back nine.  There's 
certainly tough holes where, you know, fade isn't really a good benefit for me.  But tomorrow 
the wind is going to be different than the last two days, so I'm looking forward to that. 
 
Q.  For the players who have not really competed on the course, how difficult or 
challenging is it, you know, to do that, to kind of master that course over the four 
days? 
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JENNY SHIN:  Yeah, it's definitely a challenge.  It's a lot windier than Irving, Texas.  This 
place is a little bit wide open.  You got the lake on the side, so you get a little bit more wind.  
Fortunately, it's so wide open we don't get gusts, because that's the toughest part of the 
game, I think, when it's calm and the gust comes up.  But this is pretty consistent, it's like a 
good 20-mile-per-hour wind throughout the whole day, so you get used to it on the range 
and you go out there and you know what to expect.   
 
Well, I think for this golf course, it's a little bit different, because in Irving, the fairways are 
sloped severely from, you know, left to right mostly.  And this golf course, if you hit it where 
you want it to, it actually stays there.  So, it should be -- we should be able to figure a way 
out. 
 
Q.  I just wanted to follow up on your year.  A few weeks ago you had a T-2, I believe.  
Do you feel you're coming around? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  It comes and goes.  I had a really good -- my putting stats at Singapore was 
amazing.  On the last day, I managed to get eight birdies.  And they weren't tap-ins, they 
were good 12- to 30-feet putts.  My tee shots, they felt really -- they felt great.  I'm trying to 
get that feel back into my game.  It hasn't really come back yet.  Still looking for it.  I hit it 
pretty good last week.  Didn't putt as well as I thought, but T-17 coming into Texas should be 
pretty good.  I don't -- I feel pretty good, so yeah. 
 
Q.  Could you just go through the emotions of that win that you had at Las Colinas, 
how much that meant to you? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  I was pretty calm, considering it's my first win in six years.  A lot of people 
asked me why I didn't cry.  And I said, "Well, I wasn't sad."   
 
On the last hole -- my caddie back then was Roy.  And he asked me, "Hey, look, look at the 
leaderboard, you won."   
 
I said, "No way, I only shot 2 under par, is that possible?"  And I looked around, and I guess 
I got a little bit lucky with the players not shooting real low on the last day.  It was more like a 
relief.  So, I wasn't, you know -- it wasn't -- and it wasn't like the wind that I was expecting.  
Like Lang said, I wasn't winning the U.S. Open by 10 shots, you know.  I didn't see it 
coming, so it all took me by surprise.  And I was just happy.  It's too bad my family wasn't 
there to witness it, but it was -- it was more like a relief and a bit of a surprise, so, yeah. 
 
Q.  I wonder -- and Brittany talked a little bit about this.  Once you get to the 
mountaintop, and she won U.S. Women's Open, and obviously your win.  Is it like -- I 
don't know if harder is the right word, but is it harder to get back to that mountaintop 
a little bit?  Do you find that once you get your first, is it harder to get back to that 
mountaintop again? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  Technically, no, because we have the skills.  I don't think Brittany won that 
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U.S. Open by luck, and I don't think I won this tournament by luck.  All of us out there are 
really, really good golfers.   
 
The toughest part about the mountaintop, not that I have ever been on the mountaintop, but 
just seeing my friends who have been successful and having a hard time now is -- you start 
expecting stuff.  So, basically it's all mental.  Does Brittany want to win the U.S. Open again?  
Yes, of course.  Do I want to win the U.S. Open?  Yes.  How do I get there?  I just keep 
doing what I'm doing.  And if there is an opportunity, you do your absolute best to achieve 
that.   
 
And my friend told me, you know, not every golf course is going to be fit for you.  So, you 
prepare every tournament and you do your absolute best, so that when that opportunity 
comes, you won't be shy to, you know, get it.   
 
The mountaintop, it's all mental.  We're all -- we're all there.  And I hope to get there some 
day, so I will let you know when I actually get there. 
 
Q.  What do you do to keep your mental game strong?  When something's not 
working what, do you have techniques?  You talk about working on your swing, but 
what do you do to work on that part of it? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  Oh, a psychologist.  Sometimes I see both, a regular psychologist, 
sometimes a sports psychologist, because they both have a very different view of things.  
When you see a sports psychologist, especially that specializes in golf, they will approach 
you in ways where, like, "What do you think about when you approach the shot, what are 
your thoughts?"  But with a regular psychologist, they will say, "Well, what do you do when 
you come home, what are your thoughts when you come home?"  So, you attack both ends.  
You start figuring out what's really good for you, what do you -- what makes you happy.   
 
And I was talking to Karrie yesterday, Karrie Webb.  And even now, being a Hall of Famer, 
having so many wins and so many majors, she still sees psychologists to figure out what's 
healthy for her, what's good for her golf game, what's good for her life basically.  So, you 
always seek help.  You can't figure everything out our own.  I have always had my 
psychologist, Kevin (inaudible), and he's done a great job, so I feel like -- I feel like mentally 
I'm okay right now.  Like I said, I just need to get my driver straightened out, you know, 
improve my short game a little bit more, and I think I will get to the top. 
 
Q.  Well, speaking of being dynamic mentally, you talked about how golfers have to 
be such a dynamic athlete, with different course conditions on different days, 
different everything.  How do you stay sharp physically? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  Well, I try to work out as much as I can.  I have been pretty lazy the last few 
weeks, but I have been good this week.  I had a 5:00 a.m. workout this morning.  I had a 
7:00 a.m. workout yesterday morning.  You just got to tell yourself that you're not a lazy 
person, be a little bit more determined.  I think it's the self-talk that really gets you motivated.  
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Once you start saying, "I'm tired," it's endless.  You will start being glued to the couch and 
you won't want to do anything.   
 
And I think having friends on tour really helps, because you really don't want to go out for 
dinner sometimes, you just want to stay home and maybe do Uber Eats, I don't know.  But 
when you have friends, they'll call you out, "Hey, come out, let's do this, let's do that."  And 
you still have the energy.   
 
This week there's tough golf here, so a lot of players have been going there and spending 
time, and -- but I'm like, "Where do you have the energy," right?  But when you want 
something, it makes you want to do it.  So -- 
 
Q.  You mentioned one of your hobbies was shopping.  Do you have a shopping 
philosophy?  
 
JENNY SHIN:  I got rid of that hobby, yeah.  I was -- my bank account wasn't very happy 
with that.  So, I -- I haven't shopped this year.   
 
I like riding a bike.  So, in Hawaii, I rented a bike instead of a car, so I rode it to the golf 
course every day.   
 
And I love the beach, so I have been going for a swim and boogie-boarding, and trying to 
stay very active.   
 
I started picking up Friends on Netflix, so I have been doing that every night.  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Maybe a little different?  
 
JENNY SHIN:  Yeah, more efficient. 
 
Q.  Going back to shopping, because I know -- well, even though you're trying to kind 
of lay off of it a little bit, what would you say the difference between maybe Korean 
fashion and U.S. fashion is like?  
 
JENNY SHIN:  Koreans are very up to the trends.  They -- they always want to look the best.  
They always want to -- it's a culture thing, cultural thing.  But, yeah, we like to be always on 
top of the world fashion.  So, if something comes out of Italy, we know we have it.   
 
American shopping.  I think Americans, including myself, I -- when I'm home in America, I 
dress very comfortably, and I think it's all about comfort here.  But when I go out to Korea, at 
my Korean house, when I go out for -- even buying groceries, I'll dress up.  But that's just 
how the culture is in Korea.  It's not like, "Oh, I don't really care what other people think kind 
of a culture," it's like, "I have to look nice at all times" culture.  So, nothing wrong with that, 
but it's a little bit different, yeah.  Like to stay home in L.A. and dress comfortably. 
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Q.  Would you say that's the same for golf, the fashion, too? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  You know what I noticed, Adidas Golf in Korea and Adidas 
Golf in America have a completely different line.  And the colors are very different, the 
designs are very different.  So, it just tells you there that Koreans are more about dressing 
up nicely for the golf course and almost trying to out-beat other golfers about how to dress 
and how well you dress.  But in America, it's about elastic and comfort.  
 
But, I think Justin (inaudible) does a really good job making us look good, so --  
 
Q.  Going back and forth between the countries, do you ever experience culture 
shock, or anything that's different, or do you prefer something over another thing?  
 
JENNY SHIN:  Yeah, the Korean fashion culture was a big culture shock for me, because I 
grew up in the states and I'm a little bit more towards comfortable.  Yeah, that was a big 
culture shock.  I -- I -- but I'm getting used to it. 
 
Q.  We have some events in Korea later this season.  What should fans or people just 
following LPGA, what should they expect to see when our events go over to Korea? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  You're asking the wrong person.  I don't know.  Koreans, I know for a fact, 
they love golf, and they love female golf.  And I know they like it more than the PGA Golf.  
So, just us being there and having an event, having the LPGA players come to Korea is 
enough.  And as long as we do our job and just perform like we always do, I think they'll be 
very happy. 
 
Q.  So, to finish it off, what are some of your goals this week? 
 
JENNY SHIN:  This week, keep it in the lighter green stuff. 
 
Q.  So technical. 
 
JENNY SHIN:  Yeah, I know.   
 
Play to win, probably.  Not try to fight it.  And just be one with Mother Nature.  And I like -- I 
like tough conditions.  I like windy, rainy weather, so the next two days should be a little bit 
more interesting.  But I'm looking forward to it. 
 
Thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  If there's no other questions, we will conclude.  Thank you so much, Jenny.  
 
JENNY SHIN:  Thank you.   
 
MODERATOR:  Good luck this week. 
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JENNY SHIN:  Thanks for having me.   
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