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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
May 2, 2018 
 
BRITTANY LANG 
 

 

 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, welcome to the 2018 Volunteers of America LPGA Texas 

Classic.   

 

Here in the media center, I'm joined by two-time LPGA winner, U.S. Women's Open 

champion, five-time Solheim Cup team member, and Texas resident, Brittany Lang.  

Brittany, thank you for taking the time to come in.  

 

BRITTANY LANG:  My pleasure. 

 

MODERATOR:  Have you felt like you had to play hostess this week?  

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah.  It's so much fun and so exciting to play at home.  It definitely is a 

little more exhausting, but missing the cut last week kind of made it nice to come home early 

and get settled, and get tickets for everybody and parking passes.  We have a lot of family 

that comes into town, but it's so much fun. 

 

MODERATOR:  Are we going to expect a huge following this week? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  You know, we get a lot of our friends, but they space it out.  There's 

never, like, a massive gallery, but throughout the week, seeing people we haven't seen in a 

little while.  We leave tickets at will-call and see all our friends from Stonebridge. 

 

MODERATOR:  What's your experience been like at Old American?  And tell us about the 

course. 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, I mean, I just love having an event close to home.  I was real 

excited when they changed to here, because it's very unique and just a different course.  

Kind of has a -- definitely has a Texas feel, very low key.  And I think the course is great.  It's 

in fantastic shape.  And Octagon has done a really good job taking over and making it 

special. 

 

MODERATOR:  It looks like you're Texas -- I mean, look at those nails and the earrings.  

Would should fans expect this week? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Well, a lot of great golf.  These girls are so good.  Should be great golf.  

Hopefully the weather will cooperate.  But I just love having the girls in town to enjoy the 

Texas hospitality, and just being in this area.  I think it's going to be a good week.  It's a good 

venue.  The course will play tough at times, and I think the girls are enjoying the change in 
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the course.  So I think it will be great.  We'll get some nice crowds and great support from 

the gallery. 

 

MODERATOR:  Open it up to questions. 

 

Q.  Hi, Brittany.  Can you just go into detail about -- you mentioned this course could 

be tough.  Do you like that, considering you were runner-up at Carnoustie, you like 

the tough conditions?  Could get some rain and stuff? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah.  You know, because we play so many courses nowadays, and 

the play is phenomenal, but we play so many courses where, you know, if you're not 

shooting four or five under a day, you don't have a chance to win the tournament.  So I think, 

with the wind up, this will be a very tough test, I really do, because the greens are tricky.  

And yes, I prefer that.  I think it's just something different, so much fun, since we play so 

many courses where it's a birdie fest.   

 

Q.  There are a lot of rookies playing on the tour.  And talked to one of them just now.  

You're a veteran now here and it's like a whole different ballgame.  What kind of 

advice would you give to a tour rookie who is just here and trying to fit in and make a 

name for themself, like you have? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  That's a good question.  I have played with a lot of the rookies this year, 

and it's actually been kind of eye-opening for me.  Being on tour for 13 years, it's kind of cool 

to play with the rookies, and they have things to teach me as well.  You get out here for so 

long, you kind of get in a little bit of a rhythm, and sometimes that's not always good.  I tell 

you what, these rookies I have seen are so good, they are so good.  And they are so 

confident and fearless.  I mean, the piece of advice I would give to them is probably -- I 

always say, "Honor who you are."  That goes for finding the right place to live, the right 

instructor, the right people around you.  You want to really surround yourself with a positive 

team, because positivity will help you have a nice career out here.  But I always say, "Honor 

who you are," because I think that helps you really reach your potential. 

 

You're welcome. 

 

Q.  Hi, Brittany.  Can you just elaborate a little bit on the Texas feel, being home?  We 

see the nails, obviously.  What is it -- what is the Texas feel and, like, what's the vibe 

on a Texas golf course like? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Well, there's always wind, that's for sure.  I mean, you know, I travel so 

much that I love -- I am biased, obviously.  I'm from McKinney, I grew up here, and I still live 

here.  I love Texas.  The people are so nice.  We have good food.  And I love being home.  

But I think the girls enjoy it.  Dallas, you know, it's easy to get in and out of at the airport.  

We have great barbecue and Tex-Mex.  And they seem to like the venues, and they do a 

nice job with it.  But, again, the people are super nice.  And it's newer areas around here, 

which I think the girls like, newer hotels and places to stay, which when you travel is nice.  
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But I'm definitely biased, so I might be the wrong person to answer. 

 

Q.  And just one quick follow-up.  I talked to Angela Stanford at her foundation event, 

and she kind of had the same thing.  She grew up here and she's never left.  Does 

Texas just kind of keep you around? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, it does.  I was actually born in Virginia, and I went to college out 

of the state of Texas, but I don't know, there's something about it.  My family is here, so it 

keeps me here, for sure, but something about when you get here, you just -- it's definitely 

hard to leave. 

 

Q.  Brittany, it's been a little tough start to the year for you.  Can you elaborate on 

where you are with your game right now and what your expectations are for the 

week? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah.  It's actually -- to be honest, it's been a -- it's been a struggle 

after -- especially after I won the U.S. Open, pretty much.  I played well in a KLPGA event, 

played well in Korea last year.  And other than that, have played really poor this year.  And, 

you know, golf is a funny, hard game.  And you search for answers and I don't have one.  I 

just -- my answer is I just haven't been as consistent, you know, with hitting.  You know, hit a 

fairway, miss a fairway, hit a fairway.  It's been very, very frustrating, especially after you 

reach the mountaintop.  You know, you just expect to break through, and I have gone 

backwards.  And it's been frustrating, but at the same time it brings you back down and 

grounds you.  And I decided, you know, I was at my wit's end after missing the cut at Palm 

Springs.  I'd missed so many cuts, and not played good, I've played horrible.  And I said, you 

know, I'm ready for the challenge.  And I started focusing on being more positive and just 

working smarter, and stopped analyzing and adding things, just work on subtracting and 

staying positive.  I mean, not to sound big-headed, but as a player who has played for 13 

years, with wins and credentials, you're not going to play like this for the rest of your life, so 

I'm going to just -- I would love to play well here in front of my family and friends.  I do think I 

turned a corner last week.  My focus was a lot better.  It's just going to take some time to get 

a good round under my belt and just be a little bit more consistent.  But it has been 

frustrating.  I'm just trying to be positive and, you know, just enjoy playing. 

 

Q.  Did maybe seeing Moriya break through and then Lydia went through a drought 

herself and she won last week, does that maybe give you some motivation? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Absolutely.  Yeah, absolutely.  Lydia, she still played well, but she 

hasn't played up to her standards, so it definitely does, seeing her win last week.  And that's 

the thing out here, anybody can win any week.  You could miss seven cuts and win the next 

week.  It's just how it is.  But you have to stay positive and keep working to get better. 

 

Q.  You mentioned you feel like it's kind of been difficult since you won that U.S. 

Women's Open.  Why do you think that is?  You think just getting that major victory, 

then you kind of -- you let down after that, or what do you think the connection is? 
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BRITTANY LANG:  I have asked myself a lot.  You know, as golfers, we analyze everything, 

especially when you're so high and you play so poorly.  And I don't have an answer, I really 

don't.  I don't do anything different.  I don't feel any different.  The only thing I can say is after 

I won The Open, I didn't take very much time off in the off season, because I was so excited 

with my success and wanted to keep going, and I really got burnt out early, towards last 

year, and a number of things as well, too.   

 

I didn't work with a coach for, like, two years, which I think helped me win the U.S. Open, but 

then at the same time it hurt me, you know, gaining some really big misses on the golf 

course and started to kind of get that back on track.  So probably those two things.  But, I 

don't know, it's such a silly game, and it's a hard game, and it's like I have no clue why I 

shoot 4 over now instead of 4 under, so I don't know. 

 

Q.  Just to follow up with that, did you go back to working with in instructor?  Are you 

working with anyone now?  

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, I went -- I started working with a coach here, and he helped me a 

lot toward the end of last year kind of get my swing back on track and my wedge game and 

short game, helped me a lot.  And I haven't seen him in a while, but I'm still working on 

everything.  I think that has helped me substantially, getting back with a coach to get back 

on track.  But to be honest, my focus has been really poor, and that's just something that 

you have to practice every day, and so I'm just trying to work on that. 

 

Q.  Any other questions?   

 

Well, this event -- following up on the coach, talking about the coach, when you said 

that helped you win the U.S. Open, not working, is that that you weren't so focused on 

mechanics and you were feeling, or why was that? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah.  You know, for me, every time I work with a coach, I get worse.  I 

don't know why, that's just me.  Every time.  And I don't have -- you know, I definitely don't 

have a perfect, fundamentally sound golf swing, like most of these girls do.  I kind of have 

my own swing that, you know, I grew up swinging at eight and that's the same swing.  But at 

the same time, you need a little bit of help.  And I think when I get with coaches, I -- like you 

just said, I get too technical.  And I think, you know, being athletic and honoring me helped 

me win the U.S. Open.  But at the same time, it's hurt me these last couple years with my 

fundamentals, so you need a nice balance.  

 

Q.  What is the name of the instructor you're working with?  

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Cameron McCormick.  I have probably taken, like, five lessons with him, 

and he's unbelievable.  He's so great.  If you're technical, he can kind of work that way.  If 

you're not, he can kind of help you.  I just think he's so smart and he's just fantastic. 
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Q.  When did you guys start working together?  

 

BRITTANY LANG:  We started working right before Indianapolis last year, so September, I 

believe.  I think it was right after the Solheim Cup, like right then.  Took a couple lessons, 

took a couple lessons in the winter, and yeah.  

 

Q.  He's in the area, correct? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you have any plans to see him while you're in Texas? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Like I said, you know, I have seen him five times, and I always feel like I 

don't need -- you know, I have five different things he wants me doing.  And until those are 

digested, I don't feel like I need to go back, so probably a few months until I go see him. 

 

Q.  You mentioned Cameron.  So, what's Trinity Forest like? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  You know, it's similar to this course here.  It's very nice.  It's similar to 

this course.  The only thing that's different is the greens are bigger.  I'm excited to see the 

guys play the Byron there.  But, you know, bunkers everywhere, wide open (inaudible), and 

the greens are tough.  You know, these greens are small.  Those greens are just big and 

undulating. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.) 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  I don't know.  Cameron doesn't know if the guys are going to like the 

change.  I think it's cool.  I like different -- you know, new courses.  It's fun not to play the 

same one over and over.  But yeah, I mean, if the wind gets going and they back them up, I 

think -- yeah, I think it will be just maybe a little bit tricky for them.  They're pretty good, 

though. 

 

Q.  Well, this event is pretty special for you.  I think you got engaged --  

 

BRITTANY LANG:  I did. 

 

Q.  -- five years ago.  What's married life been like, and has it changed your 

perspective as a professional? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  It definitely does.  You know, again, going back to the rookies, when 

you see them, like, golf is everything when they come out here.  Like, that's all they know.  

They went to school, or came out here.  And yeah, as you get older, I don't know, it's kind of 

like your will and your fire isn't as strong.  You don't see it in a lot of players.  Like Cristie 

Kerr, she's amazing.  But, you know, there's other things.  And if I don't make this birdie or 

make this cut, you know, my life's pretty good.  You know, you have somebody, and you're 
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healthy, and things like that.  So, you have a little bit of perspective, which I think helps and 

hurts you.   

 

But, yeah, this is a special event.  Kevin proposed to me here.  Everybody always reminds 

me when they see me, "You're the girl that got proposed to."  So, it's kind of cool, but yeah, it 

definitely gives you perspective, knowing you have somebody there for you in your corner. 

 

Q.  Talking about perspective, you played in Angela Stanford's pro-am on Monday, 

but you also are pretty active in some charitable organizations yourself.  Can you tell 

us a little bit more about them? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah.  I definitely don't do enough.  But Angela's foundation is fantastic, 

what she does.  I don't know if you guys know, but Angela's mom had cancer when she was 

in high school, and Angela got a full scholarship to TCU.  And she started thinking, they 

needed both parents' incomes to put her in college if she didn't get a scholarship, and she 

started thinking, "Wow, if I didn't have this talent, I wouldn't have been able to go to college," 

so she -- she gives a scholarship to kids in Texas where their parents have cancer and helps 

them go to college.  So, it's like super cool.  I just think it's an awesome cause.   

 

But yeah, my family and I are involved with the Collin County Children's Advocacy Center, 

and it helps children that have been abused or neglected.  And we try to donate things, but, 

you know, mostly just help them out.  They're a nonprofit organization.  So, it just pulls on 

your heart, and it's such a great cause to help those children that didn't have -- that weren't 

so fortunate growing up.   

 

And then we also do something with the homeless shelter in McKinney, the Samaritan Inn.   

 

One of our best friends, she runs an organization called Smiles Charity.  And she started it 

by herself.  And she builds one home a year for a wounded soldier in the (inaudible) area.  

So, it's really, really cool to see that, yeah. 

 

Q.  What would your ideal golf day look like? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  My ideal golf day?  Like a tournament or -- 

 

Q.  Could be any day. 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Hmm.  I would probably say Sunday, U.S. Open, final group, and I 

have a 10-shot lead.  That would be my ideal day. 

 

Q.  On your ideal day, what would your walk-off song be? 

 

BRITTANY LANG:  Something country, for sure.  Maybe God Bless Texas. 

 

Q.  Well, thank you.  Good luck this week.  
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BRITTANY LANG:  Thank you very much.   
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