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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
May 2, 2018 
 
ANGELA STANFORD 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Welcome to the media center at the 2018 Volunteers of America LPGA 
Texas Classic.   
 
I'm here joined by Angela Stanford.  She is a five-time LPGA winner, six-time Solheim Cup 
team member.  And you were the 13th LPGA player to reach $10 million in career winnings.  
Welcome home, Angela.  What's it been like this week?  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Well, it's been a lot of fun.  Any time you get to sleep in your own 
bed, and -- you know, I think the cool part for me is I'm from here, and so I have seen people 
out on the course, whether it's volunteers or fans, everybody's so nice.  Like everybody's 
saying hi.  So, hopefully the ladies get to see that this week and appreciate that.  It's been 
like that -- any time we play in Texas, I get that feeling.  But it just -- I mean, it is home, but it 
just has that feel.  Like, people are so nice.  And just good to be here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Traveling around, do you get that feeling anywhere else, or is it just special 
to Texas? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Yeah, I mean, I think there are some spots, definitely.  But I don't 
know, it must be because this is home.  I don't know if they're just saying hi to me because 
they know I'm from here.  But hopefully, they're -- I know they are being nice to everybody.  
So, it just has that laid-back, happy-to-have-you kind of feel. 
 
MODERATOR:  Can you tell us your experience being here at Old American and what's the 
course like for you?  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Well, you know, it's funny, everybody says, "Oh, you're from Texas, 
you love the wind."  No.  Nobody loves the wind.  I think it's going to be a very challenging 
week.  I think if the wind -- a lot of the holes, especially on the front nine, have crosswinds.  
You're not always downwind or into the wind.  I think that's what's going to make this course 
really difficult, because you can hit three different shots into the same green and get three 
different results.  So I think that's what's really ultimately going to make this week pretty 
difficult. 
 
MODERATOR:  If you guys have any questions. 
 
Q.  Angela, you're playing well.  Do you feel that way, too, coming in, that you have 
some confidence going? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Yeah, I think so.  This year has been pretty interesting so far.  I 
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have had some really highs and some really lows.  And for that to happen this soon in the 
year is kind of weird for me.  I have seen some -- some forms of greatness, and then I have 
seen the old me.  So, you know, I'm not sure what to expect this week.   
 
As much as I hated missing San Francisco last week, it's on purpose, to try to be prepared 
for this week, with family and friends coming out.  So, I hope so.  I hope we just kind of 
keep -- find another one of those highs this week. 
 
Q.  And you really take this seriously, this home-court advantage.  Can you tell us 
how fun that is for you this week? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, through the years people have come out to watch that 
have never really seen me play in person, so some people finally get the chance to do that.  
And nobody wants to play bad at home, you know.  So I want to be as rested as possible, 
and have things hopefully clicking.  And just deep down you kind of want to put on a show.  
You're from Texas, you're in Texas, so you just want to play well. 
 
Q.  You had mention this earlier.  Is it really true that Texas players know how to play 
in the wind? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I have always said, for me, it's just you know what to expect.  Like, I 
know what my body is going to do in the wind.  I know what my swing is going to do, I know 
all of my faults in the wind.  I know what shots I gravitate towards in the wind.  And if you 
don't play in a lot of wind, maybe you don't know those things.  So if I see something early in 
the round and I feel like maybe if you play in the wind a lot, you catch it faster.  I think that's 
all it is.  I don't know if anybody truly knows how to play in the wind.  I think you can 
just -- you catch your tendencies faster than others.  
 
Q.  You talked about those brilliant moments throughout this season.  What were 
some of those, and what do you think was the difference in those moments? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, the final round in Singapore, that whole week.  Even in 
Australia, I felt like I was playing pretty good.  Thailand, I hit the ball as good as I have ever 
hit in my life.  Singapore, I think I was just pressing, because I thought something's coming 
and I'm not patient, so -- but then the final round in Singapore, it all kind of came together.  
And I think in those moments, you -- and you see it all come together, you think, okay, it's in 
there, I'm capable of it, I want to go do it again, and then I kind of get out in front of myself 
again.  So, I think I'm having to learn how to be patient, and they say let it happen.  Again, 
I'm not patient, so I'm having to work on that.   
 
But making that putt at A & A to make the cut was pretty big, and then to shoot a great final 
round there, so -- and then there's another week off.  So, I keep having these great rounds 
and then I have a week off.  So, it's just good to know, okay, my game is capable of that, 
now I just have to figure out how to do it earlier. 
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Q.  Just a follow-up to that.  You have been out here for 17 years now, and you talk 
about still trying to be patient.  Do you feel like it's always a learning process, things 
like that, you're always trying to work on? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Unfortunately, I have picked a game that, yes, it -- it's amazing that 
you can play this game.  So now for 30 years of my life -- and I have done this longer than 
anything I have ever done in my life, and it still continues to surprise me.   
 
Perfect example, in L.A., at Wilshire Country Club, I absolutely loved that golf course, I loved 
it.  From the moment I stepped on the grounds, I was like, this place is awesome.  And then I 
played terrible.  And I didn't -- I didn't understand.  And that's just golf.  I mean, you just 
never know what's coming down the barrel, I guess.  So that's what makes it -- I guess that's 
why I'm still here.  Stubborn. 
 
Q.  Angela, this week is also a busy week for you.  We were at your event on Monday, 
I know you had the day before as well.  Can you kind of describe what -- you know, 
people say being at home is a great thing, but for you it's also -- you're very busy too 
in a way, right? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Yes.  Having the girls in, some came in early, we played -- Shady 
Oaks was very nice to let a lot of the girls come out and play, and that was a lot of fun.  We 
see each other in a competitive arena, a lot, and to get to just go out -- Shady Oaks has this 
little nine par-3 course, and everybody's hitting at the same time, we're driving around in 
carts, and I mean it's just -- we never get to be around each other like that, so that was fun.  
And then our foundation concert Sunday night, and then Monday the golf tournament.  It is 
busy, but there is a lot of adrenaline in that, too.  And I have noticed this week it's like 
everybody keeps saying, are you tired?  And I'm -- not really.  I'm just kind of going on 
adrenaline.  Same thing about playing at home, there's a different sort of high to that.  So I 
have a funny feeling come May 8th, I may not get out of bed.  But it's been good.  I think 
when you're busy with all the good stuff, it's okay. 
 
Q.  Your foundation has raised so much money.  What does that mean to you to be 
able to do that and to take those career earnings and do what you have? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, first off, I -- when we started the foundation in 2009, I 
had a -- I remember talking to my mom about it and saying, you know, I'm not sure I'm up for 
this, I'm not sure I'm capable of this, because I'm asking people for their money.  And they 
are trusting me to do the right thing with it.  And I hope I always do the right thing.  Like, I 
never -- and that's -- we only have one paid member.  My board is wonderful.  But I'm 
always wanting to make sure we do the right thing.  So, you know, the fact that we're getting 
to help kids.  And the big things for me is you have to have a purpose, and I want these kids 
to have a purpose, because when you're hit with cancer, it's almost like -- when my mom 
was hit with cancer and the family's affected, all of a sudden you almost feel like you're in a 
daze for a little while, because you're asking all those questions, why, and what do we do 
now?  And so hopefully we can grab these kids and -- you know, you just got to keep going, 
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and that was -- I learned a ton from my mom when she went through cancer, but the one 
thing I learned from her -- because I wanted to stay at home.  I didn't want to play, and she 
finally looked at me and said, "I'm going to work, you go back to work, too."  And I was like, 
"Wow."  Like, I kind of got the feeling from her that, "Hey, look, this isn't going to stop me."  
So, hopefully that's part of it.   
 
I think education is important, too.  And then hopefully their reading scores match that.  So, 
there's been a lot of different factors to it that hopefully they're getting an education, and they 
have a purpose, and hopefully, you know, some day they're going to want to give back, too. 
 
Q.  Talking about your foundation, you managed to get the support of 21 other LPGA 
players on Monday to --  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Bribed them all. 
 
Q.  That was my question.  How did you manage to get their support? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, I have been extremely blessed out here to have some 
really good friends.  Again, we're very competitive, but the LPGA is full of good people.  So I 
think that -- it shows more about them than it does me, in that -- I mean, some girls were 
coming off of red-eyes, some girls were dealing with family situations, just a lot of different 
things, but yet they all showed up.  And it's funny, I was looking at the picture of all of us, 
and I thought we are all looking at the camera and we are all smiling.  Like, what is going 
on?  It was just really cool when I finally got to look at it.  I thought, gosh, they are just great 
people.  So I think it says more about them than it does me.  And I twist their arm a little bit. 
 
Q.  You talk about hoping to instill purpose in these kids that maybe not have hope 
elsewhere.  What do you say your purpose is playing out here? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, I think the thing I have learned, you can make a lot of 
bad decisions in life.  I have been very fortunate that I have always played sports, I have 
always had coaches that just wouldn't let me do the wrong thing.  So, you know, hopefully by 
our scholarships and the kids that we meet, or by -- you know, I met a young girl at Colonial 
the other day that hopefully I can just -- not be a role model, because I'm not perfect, but 
hopefully somebody to look to and say, "Well, if she can do it, I can do it."  So, that's kind of 
my purpose.  I get up every day and I'm chasing this crazy game, but I don't know, I just -- I 
feel like you just never know who's watching.  And so I try to do the right thing, and hopefully 
it changes somebody else's life, because I had coaches and instructors and family members 
that changed mine, so -- 
 
Q.  There is a fellow Frog in the field this week.  Annika Clark is a junior at TCU.  What 
advice -- have you been able to talk to her at all, or what advice would you give her? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I saw her in passing yesterday, I just got to say hi.  I guess I would 
tell her to enjoy it, you know.  It's going to be a hard week.  I think if a bunch of LPGA 
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players are saying it's going to be a hard week, I would pay attention to that and not get 
frustrated out there.  The course is going be hard, it's going to be windy, probably might 
have a rain delay.  I hope she enjoys it and hope she doesn't get discouraged.  And finish 
out TCU strong.  Finish that senior year and go win you some. 
 
Q.  Talking about the importance of coaches and mentors, it looks like you have been 
working with a new coach.  How has that been going and having changed anything? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  It's been good.  I think I'm driving him crazy.  But he -- you know, I 
just -- I have always said about instructors, they are building blocks.  And I don't think I 
would be able to understand what I'm talking about right now with Todd if I didn't have Amy 
Fox, if I didn't have Mike Wright, if I didn't have Joe Hallett.  If I didn't have all these people 
that have influenced me, I don't think I would be ready, you know, for what Todd's saying 
now.  So I think it's always kind of a weird deal when you talk about instructors and people, 
they always hear the negative.  But, you know, I think every instructor serves a purpose in 
your career.  And you know, Amy Fox gave me foundations in my golf game that I'm always 
going to have and that is super important.  
 
So, we're working on the same problem that I worked on with Amy and Mike and Joe.  I 
mean, it's nothing different, it's just how you hear it.  So, it's been fun, because I think, if 
anything, it's extending my career.  It's kind of giving me a different way to think about things 
and to keep trying to get better. 
 
Q.  You talk about -- or we talked about you doing other sports growing up and being 
in golf and being able to have an extended career.  If not golf, what do you think you 
would be doing right now? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Well, I was too short to play basketball.  I tried to play -- I'm trying to 
think of all the professional women's sports.  I think I -- I actually played tennis until I realized 
that you're just kind of in that little box, like that was it, so I think I got frustrated with that.  
Basketball, I was too short.  Volleyball, I was a setter, but not a great one.  And fast-pitch 
softball, I couldn't hit the ball.  I grew up playing slow-pitch, and I could hit that.  Played one 
season of fast-pitch and I'm like, I'm out of here, I can't hit the ball.  So, I think golf was going 
to be the one thing I could play forever. 
 
Q.  With all the years of experience you have had, you have probably had to adapt to 
just different elements in your game and can you tell us a little bit about what 
changes you have made this season specifically? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I think -- I think as funny as it sounds, I have always said I was kind 
of backwards.  I'm really starting to enjoy the travel more.  I'm figuring it out, figuring out 
what works and what doesn't.   
 
You know, and this is a testament to what's going on, on the LPGA Tour right now with Mike 
Whan and everybody else that works for this tour:  I want to stay out here.  I want to keep 
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playing, because there are so many great things happening.  Even just playing Wilshire.  
Gosh, some of the venues that we are going to play, I want to play.  I want to see the U.S. 
Open when we go to Pebble.  Like, you know, I think Mike has done a tremendous job and it 
makes me want to hang around.  That's a testament to the people of the LPGA Tour right 
now.   
 
But in the beginning, you know, I -- I always -- when I started out here in 2001, you drove to 
tournaments and you didn't really leave the United States.  And these kids now, they show 
up passport in hand and they're ready to go.  And it took me a long time to get used to that, 
because I did not want to leave the country.  I was a small-time Texas girl.  I never expected 
that I would wind up in Thailand and Singapore and all the different places we go.  So that 
was hard.  That was a lot harder than I think anybody knows.  But, you know, like I said, 
Mike and his team and everybody at LPGA, they're doing such a great job that it makes you 
want to stay. 
 
Q.  Well, we definitely want you to stick around.   
 
With all the travel, what has been maybe a memorable event or country that you have 
been able to travel to? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I think Singapore -- Singapore has been the one that I'm kind of 
like, I'm literally on the other side of the world.  And I love Japan.  I really -- I just never 
thought I would ever see these places.  And Singapore just blows me away, because it's like 
this big on the map, and, you know, it's just -- it's so cool.  But other than that, I have to 
really kind of come out of my box a lot, so I think it's been good for me.  But probably 
Singapore. 
 
Q.  When you pack your bag, what are some things that you pack that help you 
make -- help make it a little more comfortable when you are traveling overseas? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Well, I pack Diet Dr. Pepper.  And if I go two weeks, my caddie 
packs it.  If I go three weeks, I have to find a friend.  So, I think in the past, Kim Kaufman, 
Gerina Piller, Dori Carter, Jenny Gleason, Kristy McPherson, yeah, they have all had to pack 
Diet Dr. Pepper for me.  I tell them, I said, "It's a choice.  Do you want me with it or without 
it?  It's your choice." 
 
Q.  Have you had to return back the favor for them? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  They haven't asked that.  The only scary moment was Dori forgot to 
pack it.  And fortunately, we were going through L.A., and L.A. is the only airport that I have 
been able to -- at the time that I could find it in the terminal.  And I told her, I said, "I think 
God is on your side, because I think I know where you can find it in L.A."  Sure enough, we 
get off the plane, she goes right to that store, and I think she bought eight of them. 
 
Q.  What is Angela like without Diet Dr. Pepper?  
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ANGELA STANFORD:  I couldn't even tell you, because I can't remember when I didn't 
start the day with one.  I don't want to find out. 
 
Q.  Well, you didn't have to pack any this week? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  No, I didn't. 
 
Q.  Thankfully.   
 
What are some of your long-term goals out here? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Obviously, that major that's been so elusive for me.  That's probably 
it.  And I would just love to win again in general.  To be able to win, you know.  My first one 
being in '03, and my last one has been 2012, I have had some pretty big gaps.  And some 
people see it as negative.  And if I could win one or two more, I would see that as positive.  
The major is, obviously, something I would like to win, but to win again would be nice. 
 
Q.  This is actual my first time in Texas.  Do you have any restaurant suggestions or 
any recommendations? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Well, I know they're probably working you pretty hard here, 
so -- and unfortunately, this really kind of isn't my area.  I'm more Fort Worth.  But they 
say -- let's see.  If you get some time, I would definitely go to Fort Worth side.  You have to 
at least either drive or walk through the stockyards.  It's very historic.  Take your picture 
under the sign.  I love downtown Fort Worth.  The Blue Goose in Dallas, that's probably my 
favorite Mexican place in Dallas.  And they say the Heartache Barbecue.  Everybody raves 
about that.  So, I think that's probably the closest thing.  But The Galleria, shopping.  There's 
plenty to keep you busy.  Actually, you should ask if you could just stay next week, too.  
Have a week off. 
 
Q.  You have a couple weeks off.  What do you plan on doing then? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Sleeping next week.  But I think just being at home, you know.  
Usually I have never -- usually don't get three weeks at home.  Usually get a week, if you're 
lucky, probably five days.  So by the time you finally get things at home back to normal, you 
go practice a couple days, you're packing again.  So, I think next week is going to be, gosh, 
I'm going to get to use my swimming pool.  I can maybe go to a baseball game, if the 
Rangers are in town.  Just things that you never really get to do when you're at home in golf 
season, because a week off is not a true week off, so maybe next week. 
 
Q.  I thought I saw you post on Twitter that your car got broken into?  Was it two 
weeks ago? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  In L.A. 
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Q.  What happened? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I kind of don't want to go into details, because I don't want anybody 
to learn how to do this.  But they never broke any glass, they never broke a window.  They 
got in a different way and just grabbed a couple bags.   
 
I finally had, you know, like a pair of golf pants that I love.  I had my purple Converse in 
there.  So, they just grabbed a couple bags that I had been traveling with.  But it's just 
material things.  And I was just shocked that I couldn't figure out how they -- how the bags 
disappeared.  I'm like, "Where did these bags go?"  But I don't want people to know how to 
do that. 
 
Q.  All the more reason to go shopping.  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Yeah.  I don't know how they did it, but I'm going shopping. 
 
Q.  All right.  Thank you very much.  Good luck this week.  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Thanks for having me.   
 


