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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
April 29, 2018 
 
LYDIA KO  ( -12, won playoff)) 
 
 
MODERATOR:  It's my pleasure to welcome in Lydia Ko, your LPGA Mediheal 
Championship champion.  Lydia, is this the best 21st birthday present you could have asked 
for?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  I thought it was so cool having Daniel and Steve surprise me.  I was 
actually saying that it's the first time I've spent my birthday in the last 10 years or so with 
people outside of my golfing friends and family, so I thought that was the coolest thing, but it 
definitely tops it and especially because they're around here.  Just to see my family and 
friends and some of the players to stay around who have always really supported me no 
matter what.  So it's a pretty cool feeling, and to do it back here at Lake Merced I think 
makes it a little more special.  
 
MODERATOR:  The first time you played 18 today you nearly chipped it in for the win.  The 
second time, walk us through your thought process during the playoff. 
 
LYDIA KO:  I know Minjee is one of the longer hitters, so I wasn't -- my distance wise, it 
wasn't where I could just comfortably hit a club out there.  So I knew that I needed to catch 
my 3-wood really solid.   
 
I think the big thought process for me was, hey, try and hit a 3-wood like I did it on the 15th 
hole.  I was able to kind of copy that, and I heard it almost tried to go in for a 2, which 
obviously wasn't running through my mind.  But it's definitely nice to have a two-and-a-half 
footer for eagle to maybe be able to win the championship.  And it was, it ended up being 
the putt that needed to go in to win.  I knew that, hey, I needed to make it.  You don't get that 
many opportunities like that.  Even though it's short, it makes it a little bit nerve wracking 
because it's a length that you know you should make.  But no, I'll take it. 
 
I didn't kind of envision making a 3 to win the playoff, but no, it's pretty cool that I think 
Minjee and I both played the hole really well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Walking back through your round today, you started the day 3-over par.  
How were you able to stay so calm and get back into it?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I hit probably one of the worst iron shots of the week for my second shot 
on the first hole.  I was really scrambling, just made up-and-down on 2, just made 
up-and-down on 3.  It was a silly bogey on the 4th.  A lot of thoughts were going through my 
head, but I knew that, hey, as long as there's a hole in front of me, it gives me another birdie 
opportunity.   
 



	

2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Then the back nine I tried to play a little smarter where if I didn't feel too comfortable over a 
shot, maybe I hit a 3-wood off the tee rather than the driver.  But I just tried to enjoy it, and 
Jess is one of my closest friends on Tour so I knew no matter what was going to happen, we 
were going to have a good time.  I just tried to keep a smile on my face.  Johnny was a huge 
help for me to stay in the moment and stay positive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Forty-three starts between your last win and today.  How much relief are 
you feeling right now?  
 
LYDIA KO:  It's a huge relief because people are like, hey, because of this you're not 
winning, because of that you're not winning.  Actually, I tried to stay away from all the media 
and everything that was being said about me and tried to just focus on what was going on in 
front.  I know that my whole team and PXG and all my sponsors and family, they've been 
super supportive.  I knew that my game was there, but I just kind of need to put the pieces 
together and I felt like I was able to do that this week.  So it was definitely nice to kind of be 
in a good position again.  Just going into today I said, hey, no matter what happens, it's 
actually nice to be in that final group again and to kind of play for the trophy on a Sunday. 
 
MODERATOR:  We'll go ahead and open it up.  We'll start with the front. 
 
Q.  Lydia, you talked about kind of your mindset on that last shot, but can you take us 
through also some of the emotions?  First of all, I think it was 234, is that right?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, something around that. 
 
Q.  And what was it like for you to -- once you made contact, did you feel like you 
made great contact?  And what was it like watching it soar?  You had to go over the 
tree, right, on the left side? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And just hearing the crowd react? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Actually, when I played the 18th as my 72nd hole, I had about 25 yards less 
than what I had for the first playoff hole.  The first time playing I didn't need to smash my 
5-wood.  Maybe I could have because it was short anyway.   
 
But for me to hit the 3-wood, I need to hit it really good to carry the tree and for it to reach 
the green, especially with Minjee being a good 28 yards in front of me.  It looked like she 
was going to hit an iron, so I knew that I needed to hit a good 3-wood up there and just give 
myself a look for maybe up-and-down for birdie, or if I reach the green, try and go for eagle. 
 
But I think the best possible scenario happened.  I saw the crowd reaction, and if the ball 
kicked left from where it landed, it could have gone in the bunker, which is the worst place to 
hit it for that pin position.  For it to kick straight and be close and nice and tight up to that pin, 
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everything that could have happened went the right way for me.  
 
Q.  As many wins as you have, as many great shots as you've hit, is that the best shot 
you ever hit in a clutch situation like that? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I actually -- my win here for the first time as a Tour member in -- what's 
my rookie year?  2014.  I have the date on my wrist and I forget.  It was the 27th, I'm pretty 
sure. 
 
No, I was in the rough and I said it was actually one of the first times where I imagined the 
golf ball, how it was going to react, landing it just short of the green and it run up and me 
having a birdie opportunity.  I think that even though it's a shorter shot, I also classify that as 
one of the best shots I've ever played.  I think I was able to kind of do the best here, so I 
know a couple of really good shots to kind of win the championship for me.  To do it at the 
same place is pretty rare, but it kind of happened all at the right moment. 
 
Q.  There was a lot of emotion around the 18th green from your instructor, your sister, 
friends on Tour.  This has been building, this moment, for a long time.  A lot of 
pressure and you've been so positive throughout this whole stretch.  Could you 
maybe give us a little insight into the toughest part during these past nearly two years 
of trying to win and maybe you were just super frustrated or disappointed? 
 
LYDIA KO:  You know, I think the big thing for me, I was frustrated because sometimes I 
would go into the Thursday feeling, hey, I feel like I can actually play really well, and then 
miss the cut or shoot over par.  Even if you shoot a couple under, but you feel like you 
should have shot like 6 under.  I think it was more frustration against myself from myself.  I 
think sometimes self pressure is the biggest thing where you kind of put a lot of load on your 
shoulders.   
 
That's what my mom actually said, hey, just clear your mind, just take away all the weight off 
your shoulders and just go out and play.  That's what I think I was able to do this week, 
which is always nice when you're kind of playing without fear and you're just out there freely.   
 
Just all my family that have been super supportive through this whole process, especially 
seeing a couple of my friends here is really cool.  Players like Danielle, who's one of my 
sisters.  We might not be from the same mother, but she's always there for me.  She's the 
shoulder that I can cry on or share happy things with.  So just to see her and a few other 
players out there to kind of celebrate with me is great.   
 
You can kind of classify playing golf as work, but I think there's just such great friendship 
that I've made on this Tour with some of the players on Tour.  I feel very fortunate.  I think 
they've definitely helped me to kind of stay positive and patient and really been super 
supportive and I think that's why the process didn't feel as long as it might have felt. 
 
Q.  You've won a lot of tournaments, but where does how you felt on the 18th green 
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today rank compared to -- 
 
LYDIA KO:  I don't think I've ever cried in the other 14 and I cried like four times in the span 
of two minutes, which is kind of embarrassing.  Every time I'd see my sister, I'd cry.  Every 
time I'd see my mom, I'd cry.  And then Ted, my coach, is crying so then I cried again.  Saw 
Johnny and cried.  I'm like, God, get a hold of yourself.   
 
I think it was emotional because they've been through it with me.  It's not like you're the only 
one out there.  The whole team's part of it and they put in as much hard work as I have.  I 
think that's why it's so meaningful.  In golf you say it's such an individual game, but without 
the team around you, you really can't do it.  So I think it's pretty cool that my family are here 
and my friends are here and we can officially celebrate with alcohol, champagne, and 
remember to take my ID. 
 
Q.  What do you think a win like this is going to do for your confidence moving 
forward this season? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I know that week in week out you just never know what's going to happen.  I'm 
playing next week in Dallas.  After a good night celebrating this week, I'm going to focus, 
move on.  It's a new event, so I think it's going to be a new course for the majority of us.  It 
definitely gives me confidence just to go out there.   
 
I think I'm going to try to keep the same mindset of this week of just not worrying about 
anything, give myself good opportunities, try to stay patient and positive.  Yeah, it's I think 
just winning this week, obviously it's nice to have a win, but it's a bit of a relief factor where, 
hey, you know, I can do this, I can pull it off, especially do it in a playoff, too. 
 
Q.  You are 21 now.  What's your celebratory drink of choice tonight? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Jess Korda gave me a bottle of vodka for my birthday and she said it's really 
smooth.  I don't know if vodka's ever smooth, so maybe we might open that.  I don't know, 
anything.  Even if there's no alcohol involved, it's just nice that I'm here and able to spend it 
with my friends and family.  And if I keep my answers short, I might be at the Ice Cream 
Factory by 8:00. 
 
Q.  Minjee wasn't far from you when you hit that shot.  Did she say anything, or what 
was her reaction?   
 
LYDIA KO:  She didn't say anything.  Obviously she had to hit her second shot and I don't 
know what was going through her mind.  She's obviously played great today and she's one 
of the best short gamers on Tour.  Yeah, I'm sure she wasn't really worrying about what was 
going on with me and she was just focusing on her game.   
 
When we walked up to the green, she said, "Great shot."  I think even though I'm the one 
that ended up holding the trophy, she still played amazing.  In all that circumstance she 
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made the putt that kind of put more pressure on me for me to hole the last putt.  Yeah, I think 
it's kind of like at that moment, especially because Minjee's one of my good friends, you kind 
of want to share the win with her. 
 
Q.  You obviously spent a lot of time at No. 1 and all the talk and the quest was to win 
again obviously, but how important and how realistic is it to get back to No. 1?  
Obviously this did a lot.  As you said, it's harder to win now, there are more good 
players than there were in '14 or '15 when you won here.  How much do you make that 
a priority going forward? 
 
LYDIA KO:  To me, I think the rankings is probably the last thing I'm going to think about.  
For me, it's more important that I am more confident out on the golf course and I'm able to 
hit shots without worrying about where it's going to go or what's going to happen.  I think 
that's a big key is I'm not going to try and think about, hey, the awards and the rankings.  All 
those things kind of take care of itself if you keep putting yourself in good positions and in 
contention and you kind of slowly build that up.  I don't even know what ranking I am, to be 
honest. 
 
Q.  18.  
 
LYDIA KO:  18?  Yeah, see?  I could have guessed, I don't know.  So I haven't checked it.  
After a while I think you just -- I was in the mindset of just trying to play more and more solid 
golf and try to put a solid four days at a tournament rather than the rankings. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
LYDIA KO:  I could be the New Zealand Mafia if I had more tattoos.  Every one is special 
and I got this one because it was my first win as a Tour member.  This definitely deserves it, 
so maybe I can like Sharpie it or something for now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Any other questions for Lydia?  All right, Lydia, congratulations. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 
 


