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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
April 28, 2018 
 
LYDIA KO  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  A beautiful round of 67 which ties your low this year, you shot a couple 67s earlier 
in the season.  Does something just change for you the minute you step onto the 
property here at Lake Merced Golf Club?  
 
LYDIA KO:  I mean, I love San Francisco and I'm a member here, so sometimes I get some 
friendly member bounces.  But it brings back a lot of good memories for me.  Coming into 
the week I knew that no matter how I was going to play, I knew I was going to have a great 
time.  The members here and all the fans have been super supportive, so I love coming 
back here and hopefully I'll have another fun Sunday tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Karen Stupples indicated that sometimes special things have to happen and 
they're an indicater that you're going to have a great week.  You got a great kick at 18, 
at 11 you holed out that bunker shot.  Are those things that just sort of seem to 
happen to you and maybe indicating where you are with your golf game right now? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I think so.  Sometimes getting that friendly bounce or where you hit the 
tree and it comes out on the fairway, you take them.  I felt like I haven't been having the 
greatest luck at a few of the events and it's been nice to kind of hit the tree and still be able 
to play from there.  You know, hole out that bunker shot.  I knew I hit a good shot, but 
sometimes I could have lipped out, I could have hit the pin and came out.  So for it to have 
gone in, I know there was luck involved with that.  I've just got to play the best I can, stay 
focused and have a lot of fun.  If it happens, it's great, but I think the most important thing for 
me is to stay positive and I know there's still a lot of golf to be played.  So yeah, just enjoy 
being in that moment. 
 
Q.  You've said staying positive and having patience is so important.  How do you 
maintain patience and positivity even when things aren't quite happening the way you 
want them to? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think you just got to know that it's never over until the very end.  Actually, a 
great example of that yesterday was Cristie holing out her last chip shot or pitch shot for 
eagle to make the cut on the number.  That just shows what golf is.  Until that moment 
you're taking off the glove and the ball goes in the hole on the last hole, you just can never 
give up.  That's what I'm trying to do.  As long as there's another hole to be played and 
another shot to be played, you've got another birdie opportunity there.  
 
Q.  When did they make you a member? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think when I won here they gave me membership.  I could be wrong, but I'm 



	

2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

pretty sure I am because I have a locker here so that must be.  Actually, so I think I'm 
actually using my locker this week.   
 
The fans have been great, and even when I came here for the U.S. Juniors, they've been 
super supportive.  I think the whole community here at Daly City and former mayor, Ed Lee, 
he loves seeing us here.  I think that's the cool thing about it is that the fans and everybody 
here loves seeing the LPGA here.  I think that just makes it more exciting for us and we're 
super excited to play some great golf in front of the fans. 
 
Q.  Lydia, talk about the greens here in particular maybe giving you good vibes 
having won here before.  How much does that just mentally help putting? 
 
LYDIA KO:  You know, normally the course conditions is in a really great state, so as long 
as you hit a decent stroke, you know that it's going to roll the way you think it should be.  At 
the end of the day all we can do is put a good read on it and put a good stroke on it and if it 
goes in, that's great, and if not, you can't do too much about it.   
 
But it's nice to be able to come back to a golf course where I played well at.  I think that just 
brings back a lot of good memories no matter where that golf course is.  I was excited for 
this week and it's nice to be in good position going into the final day. 
 
Q.  You talked about a friendly member's bounce every once in a while.  We didn't see 
it on 18.  Was that what you were talking about? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I hit the tree. 
 
Q.  On your drive? 
 
LYDIA KO:  No.  My drive, actually I thought I hit it okay and that was the side to miss it.  
Actually hitting it from that right rough opens up the green a little bit if you're going for it.  I 
thought I hit a decent shot, but coming out of the rough, it kind of came in with like a hook 
spin with not much spin actually.  There was that big tree and -- 
 
Q.  On the left? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  My caddie said, "You kind of went through the goal post there."  So 
yeah, you know, you kind of have to get lucky like that.  Sometimes you get unlucky bounces 
and sometimes you get lucky bounces.  No matter what happens, you kind of have to deal 
with it.  But lucky for me I was able to have a good opening for my third shot. 
 
Q.  You talked about being in this position, you've been in this position many times in 
your career, just not necessarily recently.  How does that change the equation 
tomorrow?  Are you restless to get that first win in a while? 
 
LYDIA KO:  It definitely will be nice to be the one holding the trophy at the end of tomorrow, 
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but I know that there are so many big names up there.  Just around a course like this, 
nobody goes and shoots super low numbers.  It's about being patient, giving yourself good 
looks for birdies here and there.  With golf I could have played a great round, but if 
somebody else plays a little better, I can't do much about it.  So I've just got to stay positive 
and stay focused on my game and not worry about what else is happening in the field and 
that's what I was able to do today.  So hopefully I'll continue doing that. 
 
Q.  Is there an example of when you've been in contention and you haven't been 
positive or you haven't been patient? 
 
LYDIA KO:  To me I think the biggest tournament I've learned from not actually like after 
that tournament was done but now looking back is probably the U.S. Open.  I made, I don't 
know if I made double or triple, I can't even remember, on the ninth hole on the final day.  
Actually hitting that shot into the last hole, if I had holed my pitch shot for eagle, I could have 
been in the playoff.  I said, well, now looking back, if maybe I hadn't been so frustrated about 
making that mistake and I just moved on and stayed positive for that whole back nine, 
maybe things could have changed.  So I think that was a really -- now when I look back, that 
was a huge learning point for me that you really never know what's going to happen.  Until 
that last putt drops on the last hole, you just can never give up. 
 
Q.  You're talking about the U.S. Open at CordeValle? 
 
LYDIA KO:  At CordeValle, yeah.  I've never been in contention anywhere else. 
 
Q.  That's interesting because that was here -- 
 
LYDIA KO:  It was in California, yeah.  I love playing on the west coast.  I love the weather 
and it's beautiful.  Fortunately for us, we get to play quite a few events here and the new 
event in L.A. and I was super excited that we can be back here in San Francisco.    
 
Q.  You talk about your frustration obviously at CordeValle, but watching you for a 
while, you don't change expression at all, you're picking up the tee before the ball 
lands.  Looking at your face, you can't tell if it's a good shot or a bad shot.  
 
LYDIA KO:  I'm hoping it's a good shot and it's a good expression.  I think I've been learning 
that you just have to be patient.  Sometimes you don't feel like everything's going your way, 
but you still somehow have a good finish and still shoot under par and you feel like you're 
playing great and you shoot even.  That's the thing.   
 
So obviously it's nice to get excited when you make birdies or you hit good shots, but at the 
same time I think it shouldn't be like a huge roller coaster ride of emotions where you've just 
got to be calm because you have another shot in front of you so you can't get too ahead of 
yourself. 
 
Q.  Are you the older, wiser one now at 21? 
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LYDIA KO:  Since Tuesday I'm getting so much smarter.  No, I always say I'm not that 
intelligent. 
 
Q.  But you never really showed that much emotion? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I think I've never really been someone that expresses my emotions a lot, 
but sometimes it does come out.  I think it's something that naturally happens, not like you 
go, "Oh, yeah," even though you're like, "Oh, yeah, good putt."  So you just kind of have to 
go with what you feel.  If it comes out, that's great.  I think it's obviously good to get excited 
and get into good momentum when you're playing well. 
 
Q.  Last thing for me.  Do you think tomorrow or whenever you get back in the 
winner's circle, will that emotion come out, do you think, given how long it's been for 
you? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I guess if it happens, I'm sure I'll be super excited.  Who knows, it might 
be tomorrow, it might be the next week, might be in the year, who knows.  I know that no 
matter what number win it is, it's always exciting to be the one holding the trophy.  Kind of 
shows the hard work you've put in.  I think like winning itself can be overstated where people 
think, hey, you've got to win, you've got to win.  But I think as a player you're playing for 
yourself but also for your team and everybody's there.  So I think it would be emotional and 
exciting for not only me, but for my whole family. 
 
Q.  If you're a member, you could become the mayor here? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, me in politics (laughs.)  
 
Q.  The pressure that you feel, is it mostly self imposed or do you read press 
clippings and other things?  Do you feel pressure from outside? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I've been very distant from like press and media.  No offense. 
 
Q.  None taken.  
 
LYDIA KO:  So I have no idea if somebody's saying great things about me or bad things 
about me.  I think that's actually been nice where I'm focusing on what's in front of me and 
what I can do and what I can control.  Yeah, I've just been -- I think if there was pressure, it 
would be more self pressure than any other pressure.  Sometimes self pressure is the 
biggest pressure because you're the one that kind of knows yourself the best and you want 
it.  But I think you kind of -- my mom always says, hey, just stay relaxed, don't worry about 
anything and just kind of take the weight off your shoulders and go out and play, and I think 
that's the kind of mindset I'm going to try to take into tomorrow. 
 


