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INTERVIEW 
April 28, 2018 
 
JANE PARK – FIRST TEE 
 
 
MODERATOR:  What we're going to do now is do kind of like a little press conference for 
you guys with one of our players, Jane Park.  You guys can ask questions and learn a little 
bit about her journey through youth golf and her experience on the LPGA Tour.  Jane?  
 
JANE PARK:  Hello, hi.  How are you guys?  Hello?  Okay, cool. 
 
MODERATOR:  So maybe you just want to talk a little bit about yourself, where you're from, 
how long you've been on Tour. 
 
JANE PARK:  Okay.  My name is Jane.  I am actually from southern California.  This is my 
11th year on Tour.  So some of you guys probably aren't 11, right?  Are there any -- is there 
anyone?  Yeah, a lot of you.  Yeah, so I've been on Tour for 11 years and this is one of my 
favorite places to come to, northern California. 
 
MODERATOR:  At what age did you start playing golf and what kind of got you into the 
game?  
 
JANE PARK:  So I started playing seriously when I was 12 and my goal was to get a 
scholarship to college.  Thankfully, I was lucky enough to get a scholarship to UCLA, which 
is in southern California.  Yeah, I grew up in southern California, but now I live in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
 
Q.  What's your favorite food? 
 
JANE PARK:  Wow, what a great question.  So my favorite food is sushi.  Anyone else like 
sushi?  Okay, pretty much everybody, cool. 
 
Q.  So when you're playing the tournaments, are you nervous or are you like -- like 
what makes you nervous about the tournaments? 
 
JANE PARK:  I would say I do get nervous, but I think once I stop getting nervous, I think 
that's when I will realize that I probably don't care about it as much anymore because I really 
care about playing well.   
 
But yeah, nerves is actually a good thing to have because I always think that being nervous 
is a privilege because you're in a pressure situation.  So I like to take my nerves and try to 
make it into positive energy.  Obviously it works sometimes and sometimes it doesn't, but 
that's just the way golf is. 
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Q.  Do you like the full swing, chip or putt? 
 
JANE PARK:  Do I like the full swing, chip or putt?  I would say my favorite is chipping.  I 
like chipping because you have to have a lot of imagination to play all sorts of different 
shots.  Yeah, I like chipping the best. 
 
Q.  What is your favorite club? 
 
JANE PARK:  Good question.  My favorite club is my lob wedge because I chip with it the 
most. 
 
Q.  Do you like when everybody's attention is on you? 
 
JANE PARK:  That's a good thing as well because that means you're playing well and 
you're in one of the final groups.  I actually -- I like having the attention on me because I 
think it makes me focus a little more.  Also, it's a privilege to have a lot of people watching 
you. 
 
Q.  What does it feel like when you win? 
 
JANE PARK:  When I win?  Okay, so I actually haven't won on Tour yet.  I have won some 
events before I turned pro.  It's pretty much the best feeling I think for a golfer because all 
your hard work pays off.  Yeah, winning's pretty awesome.  Obviously winning a golf 
tournament is pretty hard, but you know, if you take small victories every day, then you're 
winning every day. 
 
Q.  What's your ranking? 
 
JANE PARK:  My ranking?  Oh, I think someone in here can -- right now I think I'm 50th on 
the Money List.  Anyone know out of how many?  Out of like 200? 
 
MODERATOR:  That's about right. 
 
JANE PARK:  Yeah, 200 players. 
 
Q.  What year did you start golfing? 
 
JANE PARK:  I was 12 years old when I started golfing.  I'm 31 now, so you guys do the 
math. 
 
Q.  If you're playing like a professional tournament, how do you cope with the 
pressure when like everyone's like watching and like you're putting, like it's really 
nerve wracking?  How do you cope with that? 
 
JANE PARK:  Are you a golfer?  Wanting to be a professional golfer?  Okay. 
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I think one of the only things I think that really helps you is just to be in that position.  You 
know, if you're playing a fun round with your friends and maybe you make a little bet, like 
hey, if I beat you, you buy me an ice cream, or vice versa.  But I think the only thing you 
really learn, you really just have to learn by being in that situation.   
 
But also you can have a little game by yourself, like if you're on the putting green, just say 
I'm not leaving until I make 10 four-footers in a row.  When it comes to like that ninth, 10th 
putt, you're going to feel a little pressure.  But if you practice like if you're in a tournament, 
then when you're actually in a tournament, it feels very familiar so that's a great way to 
prepare for some pressure. 
 
Q.  When you travel, do you pay or does your sponsor pay? 
 
JANE PARK:  So I get money from my sponsor, but I use the money how I see fit.  I book all 
my own travel, I book all my own hotels, cars.  There are some girls that have agents do it, 
but I actually enjoy the process. 
 
Q.  Who's your sponsor? 
 
JANE PARK:  Ping, yep.  Any other questions?  
 
Q.  What's your favorite course and what courses did you play growing up as a kid? 
 
JANE PARK:  What did I play growing up as a kid?  So growing up I didn't play at any major 
courses in Los Angeles, but I would say my favorite course is up in the northwest in Oregon, 
it's called Pumpkin Ridge.  It's the Witch Hollow course, I believe.  We had a U.S. Women's 
Open there, which is my first ever U.S. Women's Open in 2003 I want to say.  It's where 
Tiger Woods won his last U.S. Amateur.  I would say it's comparable to this course, but I just 
love golf up here in the northern Pacific. 
 
Q.  How much time do you spend when you practice?  How much time is spent 
chipping, putting and divided between that and full swing? 
 
JANE PARK:  So I'm kind of a bad person to ask for that because there are some weeks 
where I don't go to the range until Thursday to warm up.  I think that just is coupled with I 
feel like my swing is ingrained already and I don't need to really work at it much.  And 
obviously chipping and putting, you can work at it all the time and it's something you can 
never perfect, but obviously it requires a lot more pinpoint accuracy than, say, your full 
shots.  But I would say I spend 90 percent of my time working on my putting and chipping. 
 
Q.  Are you good at playing any other sports? 
 
JANE PARK:  Any other sports?  I like playing basketball, I like playing tennis just for fun.  
Let's see.  I like playing ping pong.  Yeah, just stuff that I probably won't injure myself with. 
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Q.  How often do you play casually if you're not on Tour? 
 
JANE PARK:  Casually?  In terms of -- 
 
Q.  Like just with a friend. 
 
JANE PARK:  I mean, I'll practice almost every day when I'm not at a tournament, but I'll 
play Monday games with friends that are at the golf course.  Yeah, I mean, that's one way to 
kind of keep your competitiveness going even on the off weeks.   
 
She's got a question, last one. 
 
Q.  How many hours a day do you spend golfing? 
 
JANE PARK:  It could range anywhere between, I would say on an off week I could 
probably play 18 holes and practice a little bit, but during a tournament, probably between 
six to eight hours a day. 
 
Q.  If the girl and boys Open would be mixed, who do you think you would be playing 
with as a boy?  Who would be your partner? 
 
JANE PARK:  That's a good question.  I would say Tiger Woods just because he's my idol, 
he's who I grew up watching and he's kind of the reason why I started playing golf.  How 
about you, who would you choose?  
 
Q.  Tiger Woods. 
 
JANE PARK:  Good choice. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Do you guys want to say thank you to Jane for spending some 
time to talk to you guys?  
 
JANE PARK:  No problem, guys. 
 


