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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
April 26, 2018 
 
LYDIA KO  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Lydia, tied for the lead here in San Francisco.  What is it like when you step on the 
first tee here at Lake Merced, do you just automatically feel comfortable? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I know this is a golf course where I've played well at.  The fans have been 
amazing, they've been super supportive every single time I've come here, even since I 
played the U.S. Juniors here.  So it's nice to come back to a place where you feel super 
welcomed.  It just brings back a lot of great memories.  I have a tattoo of my first win on Tour 
and that's this event.  So a lot of great things.  My family and friends are here this week, so 
I'm hoping that I'm going to continue the solid play. 
 
Q.  What were the keys to your round today, just walk me through how you played? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think I hit a lot of greens so I think I'm giving myself as many opportunities for 
birdies, and this is a golf course where you need to drive the ball well and putt well.  
Sometimes if you do miss a green, just putting those six-foot par putts and being able to hole 
them is really important, too.  So it's a golf course where nobody goes super low so you just 
have to keep continuing to play solid and be patient out there and sometimes par's not a bad 
score. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like it's playing the same way that it did maybe a few years ago the last 
time we were here? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think the wind is probably the biggest factor on this golf course.  Today it 
wasn't super windy so that definitely makes a few pin positions a little bit more accessible.  
But in the afternoons it tends to pick up a little bit.  I think the course itself is playing pretty 
similar, but I think the wind is a huge factor where we've played this golf course in super 
windy conditions and when it's been calm, so we just kind of get a whole variety of playing 
conditions. 
 
Q.  Did you have fun out there, did you have a good group following you around 
today? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I had a couple friends out who were cheering for me no matter what 
score I made.  I've been paired up with Ariya and Cristie quite a lot this season, so they're 
two players that I love playing with and they're both great players.  I think we kind of feed off 
of each other in a good way. 
 
Q.  What's it like, do you feel like an adult now that you've taken the turn to 21 years 
old? 
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LYDIA KO:  I say hey, I'm probably like if it was at midnight I'm only like a second older than 
I was the day before.  That's just being way deep there.  No, I don't think I feel a huge 
difference, but I know turning 21 is a huge thing in the U.S. so I'm legal and I can do some 
fun things now. 
 


