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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
April 24, 2018 
 
SO YEON RYU 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good morning, everyone.  It's my pleasure to welcome in Rolex Rankings 
No. 4 So Yeon Ryo to the LPGA MEDIHEAL Championship media center.  
 
So Yeon, first of all, can you tell us about your connection with Mediheal and how nice it is 
that they're sponsoring an LPGA event this season?    
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, Mediheal is one of our biggest sponsors and they've been 
sponsoring me since last year, 2017.  Then since I joined their golf team, I started playing 
really well and I achieved so much my goal like after I joined them, so they're kind of like 
lucky charm for me.  I'm so glad they decided for host an LPGA tournament as well because 
they're not really -- they don't really have long history, but they're doing really, really great in 
Korea and their business extended to Asia as well, but they're hoping they're going to extend 
their business to North America as well.  Hopefully after this tournament a lot of people are 
going to recognize Mediheal and a lot of people are going to realize how good they are. 
 
MODERATOR:  You just finished playing in the pro-am.  How does Lake Merced look out 
there?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  The golf course looks phenomenal, especially I really like to change that 
13 and 17 green.  Well, to be honest that 13 green I thought like it wasn't really make sense, 
but right now it's like much better and I feel more comfortable playing 13 and 17.  And the 
golf course is in good shape, green is rolling really, really pure, everything's perfect.  All I 
need to do is just bring my A game. 
 
MODERATOR:  You finished fifth the last time the LPGA played at Lake Merced.  Is this a 
course that kind of suits you?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I always like a very challenging golf course and definitely this is one of the 
challenging golf courses on the Tour.  You can see a lot of tree lines and rough is thick and I 
really enjoy this golf course.  Also, I really enjoy the golf course like have a character, have 
their own character on each hole.  If you look at Lake Merced, you cannot find any holes 
similar, so every hole out there has character so I really like it. 
 
MODERATOR:  You had a top-5 finish in L.A. last week.  Did that give you a little boost of 
confidence coming into this week?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I think so.  Since I started my season in 2018, my game wasn't bad but I 
just kind of struggled with the one round and the rest of the round was really great, but that 
one round made me so disappointed in myself.  I keep trying to find my problem instead of 
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seeing my positive stuff.  But just before I start the L.A. tournament, I started talk to myself, 
okay, you know, just try to see the positive stuff, like don't think about the negative stuff, try 
to get back to confidence.  I think that mindset helped me out starting to play well last week.  
So hopefully the mindset going to help me out to playing well this week as well. 
 
Q.  You started on the format that it is today rather than the way it was.  So do you 
think that's going to make a difference finishing on the shorter par 5, which is now 18, 
it was your 18 when you shot the course record? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, like as you said, when I shot 8 under, the No. 1 was No. 10 that I 
started to play with No. 10 and that's how I played it 8 under there then.  But I heard the nine 
going to be swapped.  It's going to be better routing for me so I was really happy.  It's 
definitely going to be a little different, but I think 18 you might have a chance to get home in 
two.  But you still like, right to left you have to have a really great draw shot for the second 
shot so I think it's going to be a more exciting.  
 
Q.  Were you thinking about course record or anything at the time? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  No, I had no idea.  I think when I'm playing really well, I'm just in my zone.  
I don't really know like anything outside of like me.  So I always just focus on my ball, my 
shot, my hole.  So I didn't really know anything about it.  All I did was just try to make 
another putt, make another putt, but unfortunately I couldn't make any of those for the last 
three holes.  So hopefully I was able to make like one or two more and then I could have 
make another course record.  But yeah, maybe I'm going to try again this week. 
 
Q.  Do you still talk to Dr. Cho?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, I am.  Good memory. 
 
Q.  Can she help me? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  All right. 
 
Q.  Just curious if you could speak to the race for No. 1.  When the Tour was here a 
couple years ago, Lydia was kind of rolling and had her claim on that spot and it 
seems a little more wide open now.  What do you think about how many players have 
a chance and how important is it to you to get those last few spots? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, I think everyone's pretty similar for maybe like top-5, top-10, 
everyone's similar, even Inbee.  I think a lot of player have a chance to get to No. 1 player in 
the world.  Definitely that was going to be my goal in 2018, I want to get back to No. 1 in the 
world and it can be a clear goal.   
 
To be honest, right now what I'm focused is more of the detail instead of the big picture.  I 
wasn't 100 percent comfortable with my swing since last week, so right now I just want to get 
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back to confidence about my swing, my putting stroke and everything.  I think once I sort it 
out, I definitely start to play well and in that case I have a chance to get to No. 1 position. 
 
Q.  You mentioned changes in the holes, specifically 13.  Can you just talk about how 
drastically they've changed that hole and how much different it makes it now, and 
obviously more playable? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, in my memory, I think we play like week or two weeks earlier than 
this year, so temperature was much lower.  So it's still like left to right, it's kind of going down 
and up again.  Because the temperature was really cold and most of the time it was into the 
wind, our ball was just pretty much finishing at the downhill, which is make really tough 
to -- make it tough to hit it high, that means tough to make it.  But the green was really slopy, 
and then front of the green there was a huge bunker.  Pretty much no chance to up and 
down because the green was so severe.  Right now the green's a little bit more smoother, 
and in front of that bunker in the front disappear and bunker moved to the right side and 
temperatures are warmer, so we can get to kind of like a flatter spot or just a little up-slope 
spot as well.  So right now it's much more make sense to hitting a little bit more shorter club 
than it's be able to make it spin it on the green.  We don't need to really worry about the 
bunker, so right now is much better than before. 
 
Q.  I would assume that everyone you've been talking to, your fellow players, have 
been talking about the fix there and I assume everyone likes it? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Everyone's happy to hear it, yes.  I saw a few of the players and I 
talked to them about that hole change and everyone loved it.  Like right now it's a 
much better golf course.  Even though it was a great before because we thought that 
hole, it's only one hole, but right now everything's great. 
 
Q.  Juli Inkster talked a little bit about the west coast swing and there seems to be a 
continuity to it now, several tournaments in a row.  She's obviously a bit biased 
because she lives here.  I'm curious your take about how the schedule's been 
reshaped and what you think about so many west coast events now.  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I love it.  West coast and east coast is definitely different.  One of the 
things I really love about California is like so many Asians, like so many great food and 
especially really into food.  And one of my good friends, Azahara Munoz, she's a vegan so 
we kind of looking for vegan restaurants.  In L.A. or San Francisco we have so much Asian 
you don't really need to go to one spot.  Normally we only have one option, but now we have 
like 10 different options like we choose which one we're going and we're always so excited 
to where we're going to go.   
 
West coast is like most of the golf course is close to ocean and I love ocean.  I love to go out 
to walk or running out there, I love to see all the (inaudible) hanging around there.  So much 
things to do than on east coast, so I feel like I can do really good balance between my life as 
a golfer and just my personal life. 
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MODERATOR:  Do you have any favorite food spots or things to do in San Francisco?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Actually, I went to one of the coffee shops.  I really loved it so I'm going to 
go back again.  I haven't been to many restaurants yet, but I went to Crepe at Pier 39 on 
Monday and I loved it. 
 
Q.  Have you moved from southern California to Texas, is that right? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  I moved to Texas because of my coach. 
 
MODERATOR:  Any final questions for So Yeon?  Okay, thank you very much for joining us.   
 


