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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
April 24, 2018 
 
LYDIA KO 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Welcoming in the birthday girl herself, Lydia Ko.  Welcome back to San 
Francisco.  I guess first of all, obviously you won here in 2014, 2015, a lot of good memories 
here.  What's it like to be back here?  
 
LYDIA KO:  It's definitely nice to be back to a place where you played well at.  San 
Francisco's definitely one of my favorite cities.  I was kind of gutted that we weren't able to 
come back here last year, but so thrilled and I think a lot of the players are happy to be back 
here.  There's so many things to do outside of here in San Francisco.  I know that a few girls 
went to a basketball game, baseball game, and just a lot of great places to eat.  I love 
playing this golf course and hopefully I'll be able to make some more good memories this 
week. 
 
MODERATOR:  What are the things that you need to do well on this golf course?  
 
LYDIA KO:  I think you have to drive the ball pretty well and keep it on the fairways because 
the greens, they tend to get firmer.  I mean, it gets breezy here so it should dry out the 
greens a bit more.  So just being able to stop it a little bit quicker, being in the fairways is the 
key.  Any tournament week the person that putts well is obviously going to do well.  Those 
two things are big keys any week, but I think it's a bigger factor this week. 
 
MODERATOR:  How do you feel about where your game is right now and then coming back 
somewhere you've played well, what do you think that does for you just to kind of kickstart 
everything?  
 
LYDIA KO:  My ball-striking's been getting better these last few weeks, which has been 
really nice, but then I've been struggling with putting, which was the aspect of the game that 
was going really well.  To me I feel like the pieces are there and just sometimes the hardest 
thing is to kind of put all those pieces together.  I'm trying to stay patient and I know I have a 
great team around me.  We've been working hard with (inaudible) John and the whole 
team's been there to support me.  You just have to be patient and I know that there are a lot 
of good things happening.  So just got to stay positive with where my game's at. 
 
MODERATOR:  And so you did just turn 21 yesterday.  Were you able to get out in the city 
and celebrate a little bit?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  A couple of my friends actually surprised me with the help of my sister.  
She asked them to fly over and they flew over all the way from New Zealand and Korea.  I 
saw them on the range on Monday and I was like, "That's my sister and that looks a lot like 
Steve and that looks a lot like Daniel, but why are they here?"  I was like, "Oh, my God, is 
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that really them?"   
 
So I was able to spend some time with them.  They're going to be around this whole week.  
And a few of the players came out and had dinner.  So yeah, it's nice that you're able to 
spend a day like that with the people that you love and care about. 
 
Q.  Who are those guys that you said, your friends? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Well, I know them.  Daniel, he just competed in the Commonwealth Games not 
too long ago and I was first introduced to him through Steve, who's the other guy that's here 
who's my sister's friend.  He trained me while I was in Korea, so it's all a connection.  Just 
like my sister linking me to Steve and Steve linking me to Daniel.  They just kind of came 
and I was like, "I don't know why you guys are here" kind of thing.  If I wasn't that surprised, I 
would have cried, but nobody wants to see me crying in the middle of the driving range. 
 
MODERATOR:  What an awesome surprise.  I'll open it up to the room for some questions.  
 
LYDIA KO:  He's a swimmer, by the way.  
 
MODERATOR:  Which one?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Daniel.  He competed representing New Zealand in the Commonwealth Games 
in swimming.  
 
MODERATOR:  And the other guy?  
 
LYDIA KO:  He's a trainer, but he has his own business.  He's very intelligent, yeah.  
 
Q.  Lydia, can you talk a little bit about maybe why you've always played well here?  
Obviously when you won here you were playing well everywhere, but why does this 
course particularly suit you so well during your two victories here? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think they were actually -- the first year that we came here for -- back here as 
an LPGA event, there was a lot of talk because Minjee and Allison, Ariya and a few of the 
other players had played here for the U.s. juniors and everyone was, hey, there must be an 
advantage.   
 
It's definitely nice to come to a golf course where you've actually played there before even 
though the setup is totally different, and I had a really fun week there.  I didn't get to play that 
many USGA events, so it was one of the few that I played and I really had a good time 
playing alongside some of the best girl amateur golfers.   
 
I think that was a really big thing for me that first year when I won was that I was just so 
excited to come back to a place where I really enjoyed that week and you kind of go through 
those memories.  I got to know a few of the members here and even the staff and team 
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here.  They were like, "Hey, do you want an Arnold Palmer" yesterday.  I feel like I've gotten 
to know the people here, which is always nice when you get to see familiar faces like that. 
 
Q.  Talk about that commercial that you did a couple years ago where you toured the 
city hitting a golf ball.  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I did like a chip down Lombard Street, went to Alcatraz, and then did the 
first drive near the Golden Gate Bridge.  It's so cool that you get to visit those tourist 
attractions.  I mean, I think San Francisco is so beautiful and that's why a lot of people come 
over just to go to these different spots.  I don't know if many people have done the most 
scenic, most beautiful hole in the world probably, so it's nice when you get to have a great 
time on the golf course but also outside it and just enjoy the whole area. 
 
Q.  You obviously won so many times there for a few years and were in contention a 
lot, a lot of top-10s last year but didn't win.  Why do you think that's the case?  What's 
the difference between a couple years ago and the past 18 months? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I feel like the amount of talent on our tour is pretty incredible and I think the 
state of where women's golf is is great.  That's why week in, week out you actually have no 
idea who's going to win and who's going to be holding the trophy.  I think that's why there 
were so many first-time winners last year and the year before, too.   
 
So I think that's great for golf and it's just not like it's one person from one country, it's from 
all over the world.  It touches a lot of juniors and gets more people into golf, too.  That's why 
it makes it that much harder to win.  But even though it is hard to win, someone is going to 
be holding the trophy at the end of the week, so everyone's working hard to hopefully be the 
one there. 
 
I think to me, at the end of the day all I can do is try my best on that shot I have in front of 
me and stay positive.  As long as I stay positive and be patient and keep working hard, I 
know that I'll be trending towards the right direction.  And the more times I am in contention 
and the more times I put myself in better positions, I feel like it will happen hopefully, fingers 
crossed.  I've just got to stay positive, and sometimes staying positive is the toughest thing 
to do when you kind of see what's happening right in front of you, but I think you just have to 
see the bigger picture.  Luckily for me, I've had my friends have really helped me to kind of 
stay more and more positive and be patient through it. 
 
Q.  How difficult is it given how much you won?  Your first few years of your career is 
almost unprecedented in the history of women's golf.  Does that make it more difficult 
to be patient? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think sometimes I think we get carried away about, hey, what has happened.  
All you can do is really think about what's going on right now and work on what needs to be 
done at that time.  I think if you get too carried away on, hey, I did this or I won this, it gets a 
bit too much.  Sometimes self pressure kind of happens.  I'm just trying to play the best I can 
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at that tournament that I'm at and that's all I can do.  If I play great and have a great result, 
that's great.   
 
But sometimes I feel like -- I feel very lucky to have some of those titles under my name, but 
you can't get too carried away about what happened in the past, you just kind of have to 
focus on what's happening in the current and what's happening right now.  
 
MODERATOR:  Anyone else for Lydia?  All right.  Thank you so much for joining us. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Thank you.  I haven't done a press conference in a long time, I like it. 
 
 


