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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
March 29, 2018 
 
JULIAN SURI  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Julian, you had some mojo working here lately.  You took Bubba Watson to the 
limit at the Match Play, Dell Technology Match Play Championship; come out here 
and Monday qualify, and now put yourself in contention after the first round. 
 
JULIAN SURI:  Yeah, been playing good.  Had a week at home, played like garbage in 
India, missed the cut, got out of there pretty quickly, had a week at home, put some good 
work in with my coach and feeling pretty good where my game is at right now. 
 
Q.  What's working for you right now?  You had 25 putts.   
 
JULIAN SURI:  Yeah.  Well, I'm hitting it close so I'm giving myself plenty of chances.  And 
with the greens as good as they are, in the morning especially, soft greens, there wasn't any 
wind, it was kind of out there for the taking. 
 
Q.  I don't know if our listeners really know all that much about you.  Born in New 
York, live in St. Augustine, went to Duke, a winner in Europe both on the Challenge 
Tour and the European Tour.  Would you like to include some FedExCup points to get 
special temporary membership out here? 
 
JULIAN SURI:  Sure, that sounds good.  I'm just trying to win this tournament and that's all 
I'm here to do.  Everything else that kind of comes with it, that's kind of, you know, extra 
stuff.  But I know I'm playing well, and if I just kind of keep this up the rest of the week I'll be 
all right. 
 
Q.  What was the gearshift like for you going from playing in a WGC to teeing it up in a 
Monday qualifier? 
 
JULIAN SURI:  It's a little slower pace, a little less people, a little different crowd on the day 
before the start on the range.  But at the end of the day it's just golf and I knew I was playing 
well so I've just got to take it to it. 
 
Q.  Are there any lessons you learned from playing last week getting in at the last 
minute, that you're able to put into this week? 
 
JULIAN SURI:  Not so much getting in the last minute.  I mean, once it's ready, it's go-time 
on Thursday, you just kind of tee it up and do what I've been doing since I was five.   
 
I do find I play better coming out of match play.  It just gets you in a good mindset.  You're 
always in the moment and it's always one hole at a time figuring out how to win each hole 
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whether it be against Bubba Watson or just the golf course.  So I do kind of like that sort of 
shift in mentality a little bit. 
 
Q.  Do you allow yourself to think about the possibility of going from Monday qualifier 
to the Masters in a 10-day span? 
 
JULIAN SURI:  Sure.  I mean, you know, I'm a little hungry right now so I'm ready for some 
food and hit some balls and that's all I'm really thinking about.  It's only a quarter of the way 
there. 
 
Q.  When you're playing a golf course where the greens are this receptive in the 
mornings, does it change your mindset at all on a Thursday knowing that you kind of 
maybe have to be a bit more aggressive because you know other guys are going to be 
firing at the flag? 
 
JULIAN SURI:  Well, it's not that I have to be more aggressive.  I'm a naturally aggressive 
player as it is, so I'm going to make birdies.  It's just I know there's definitely less 
ramifications for being aggressive because if you miss a green, it's much easier to get up 
and down.  Even if you miss a fairway, there's not much rough out here so you can still go at 
the pin.  So it just kind of opens up a few things, I guess. 
 


