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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
March 25, 2018 
 
BRICE GARNETT  ( -18) 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to get under way here and welcome Brice Garnett to the 
interview room, the inaugural champion of the 2018 Corales Puntacana Resort & Club 
Championship.   
 
Just a couple housekeeping things, you've moved from No. 110 to No. 35 in the FedExCup 
with your victory today.  You get 300 FedExCup points for the victory and $540,000 check.  
You also by winning are exempt through the end of the 2020 season.  And also a couple of 
nice bonuses of winning, you get into the Century Tournament of Champions at the start of 
the year in Maui as well as THE PLAYERS Championship and the PGA Championship 
among other invitational events.   
 
So having said all that, Brice, it's a pretty exciting moment for you, no doubt.  Just share 
some thoughts on the day if you would, please.  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Just a huge week.  I knew today was such a huge opportunity for me in 
my golfing career.  Didn't once think about all the things that we just discussed here, so that 
was good, my mind was in the right spot. 
 
Once we made the turn, I told Chris, my caddie, I said, "We just need to make nine pars."  
Made a really big putt on 11 to make a birdie, and then just tried to make a par on every hole 
coming in.  So the lead was nice and it made that rainy, windy walk a little bit more sweet. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You said out there a couple of times, I think you said that obstacles are 
opportunities.  Is that something that you've been living by for just this week or for the last 
couple months?  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  No, it's what Suzanne, she mentioned that to me last night.  It's hard to 
win on any level, especially on the PGA TOUR.  It's just one little thought that I had in my 
mind the whole day. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Was there any moment during the round today -- you had a substantial 
lead for most of the day, but was there any moment where you had any doubts at all?  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Not really.  Once I got off to the hot start, I think I was 3 under through 4 
or 5, I can't remember exactly, I knew I was in a great position.  I knew if I could shoot a 
couple 3 under today it would be really hard for guys to catch me with the wind.  Just kept 
plugging, just tried to hit fairways and greens and just get it to the house.    
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Before we take a question, just looking back at your experience on the 
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Web.com Tour, you've won a couple of times there last year, how much did you lean on 
those victories and what you learned from those going into today?  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  A lot.  The win in Utah, I was a few groups ahead of the lead group so I 
kind of posted a number, was able to get in.  But the win in Portland was huge.  I was in the 
last group, I was in there to the very end and kind of pulled away.  So I drew on that a lot 
and just tried to have the same mental thoughts going into the back nine today. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We'll take some questions. 
 
Q.  Brice, congratulations.  How important was that hot start?  To come out, make a 
par on 1 and then go birdie, birdie, birdie, just walk us through how important it was 
to get those birdies out of the way early, maybe settle some nerves. 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, I knew I wanted to try to stockpile a few birdies on the front nine 
because yesterday coming in on those last five or six holes it was brutal.  Made a big putt on 
2 and just really settled me down.  Hit a good wedge shot on 3, got up and down on 4 and I 
was kind of off and running.  And Corey kind of got off to a slower start so I kind of expanded 
the lead on him.  And then once I looked at the board again, I think I was 5 or 6 ahead so 
just knew smart golf would take care of things. 
 
Q.  The weather today, as mentioned, was not great.  Do you think that it was more of 
a physical grind or a mental grind out there today to kind of stay focused? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, it was a big mental grind.  I told Chris walking up 18, I said, "Man, 
we were really strong today."  Some of those shots coming in with the wind straight in your 
face, off the left, raining, we were just trying to leave the golf ball in the right spot and we 
were able to do that. 
 
Q.  Was your wife with you at your Web.com Tour wins last year? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  She was, she was with me in Portland as well.  It's been fun to have her 
out, and she actually came down last night to enjoy this day with us. 
 
Q.  So you didn't kind of let your mind wander or anything like that, you were just 
happy to have that support? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, absolutely.  She's such a rock in my golfing career and in my life 
that I couldn't do it without her. 
 
Q.  Congratulations.  What means to you to be the first champion of a PGA TOUR 
Dominican Republic and what it means to you after this place, Corales Puntacana?  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, it's extremely exciting.  I'm honored to be the first champion here 
as a PGA TOUR tournament.  The fans and the volunteer support was absolutely amazing.  
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When you leave the country, sometimes you're not sure about where you're going, but we 
were here last year at the Web, the Westin, the whole Puntacana area we really took a liking 
to.  I was super excited to come back and try to take advantage of some opportunities here. 
 
Q.  Who would you dedicate this prize? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  What's that? 
 
Q.  Who do you dedicate this prize, this champion? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Who do I dedicate it to?  Oh, man, I don't know.  There's so many 
people that have backed me along the way I couldn't pick out one.  I guess maybe my 
parents.  They've stuck with me the whole way. 
 
Q.  Obviously you went through the Web a few times, got the Tour card, but then you 
had to come back to the Web last year.  Did that test you and the fact that like the 
journey of having to go back to the Web to get back here and now 10 events in you're 
now a PGA TOUR champion? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, I think once you're out here for a few years, you kind of get in a 
lull and just kind of expect things to happen for you.  Going back to the Web.com, it kind of 
opened my eyes, kind of rededicated myself to my game, knew I had to work hard just to get 
back out here, and all that is showing off kind of towards the second half of the year and now 
here through 10 events this season. 
 
Q.  And then hole 7, not that the tournament was over then, but how massive was that 
birdie even though it was a shorter putt, but after the two bogeys? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  It was huge.  It was about a 10-foot left-to-right putt.  I needed to make 
that putt.  Luckily I had my trusty old Odyssey 2-ball in my hand there so I was able to kind 
of wiggle that thing in the hole. 
 
Q.  And then the Web.com, what did you learn from it the second go-round?  I mean 
Austin's won, Chesson got off to a great start.  Can you talk to the fact of how well it 
prepped you to come back here, especially winning twice and finishing second 
overall? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, the whole Web.com Tour is extremely competitive.  Guys are a 
lot younger overall, they have a lot of hunger out there, they see the prize at the end is 
getting to the PGA TOUR, and if you can win out there, I think it's proven that you can win 
anywhere in the world. 
 
Q.  Mark had alluded to everything else that you get with the victory, the PGA 
Championship, THE PLAYERS, stuff like that.  Can you just maybe speak to those and 
how excited you are to get into those events and test yourself on the next level? 
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BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, super excited.  Second time I'll be at the PLAYERS 
Championship, a golf course that kind of fits my eye, fits my game.  And then starting the 
year off in Hawaii and getting to play another major, I guess, as well.  Super stoked.  Going 
to really actually enjoy this one a lot before we get to Houston tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Back to it? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, back to it next week and we'll see what happens. 
 
Q.  FedExCup Playoffs as well, you're obviously in a great position with the victory as 
well? 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Yeah, FedEx is such a huge sponsor of this tour.  Every single player 
out here owes a lot to FedEx, what they provide for us at the end of the year, the FedExCup 
Playoffs, the FedEx champion.  Yes, it's big just to get in those playoffs.  Pick up 300 points, 
that's by far the most FedExCup points I've ever made in one single week.  Yeah, moves me 
up the board quite nicely and kind of puts me in position for the rest of the year to free things 
up and push forward maybe to get into the top-30 at the end of the year. 
 
Q.  Can you speak to -- I mean, going wire to wire, have you done that ever?  I know 
this is your sixth victory, but in junior golf, amateur days?  And just speak to how 
truly difficult something like that is.  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  It's extremely difficult.  I really didn't put a lot of stock or pay a lot of 
attention to going wire to wire.  Getting off to that hot start on Thursday, 9 under, put me in 
that position.  But I played really solid on Friday and Saturday as well.  It's hard to go wire to 
wire, it's hard to win, it's hard to go wire to wire, but I think the first one may be a little bit 
sweeter going wire to wire. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just finally before we let you go, how will you celebrate tonight?  
 
BRICE GARNETT:  I don't know.  We'll probably go over to the resort and have a few 
drinks, probably have a nice dinner, and then I don't know.  I'm kind of tired, we'll see what 
happens after that. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Well, congratulations once again.  Enjoy the evening and enjoy holding 
this trophy and looking at it for the rest of the year. 
 
BRICE GARNETT:  Thank you very much.  I've got to thank my sponsors, Callaway and 
Titleist, because they stuck with me going back down to the Web and coming back out here.  
It's nice to be involved with such good backing. 
 


