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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
March 24, 2018 
 
COREY CONNERS  ( -14) 
 
 
Q.  That was a fabulous round of 67.  How tough was that in today's conditions?  
 
COREY CONNERS:  Yeah, really happy with the round.  I got off to a nice start, made a 
bunch of birdies on the front nine and kind of held it together on the back nine, but it was 
playing really difficult.  The wind was really blowing out there, made things challenging.  But 
hit the ball solidly all day and got it up and down when I needed to.  Really happy with the 
score. 
 
Q.  You were in the final group at the Valspar, things didn't go your way, but what did 
you gain from that experience and what do you hope to apply tomorrow as you try to 
win for the first time out here on the PGA TOUR? 
 
COREY CONNERS:  Yeah, I definitely learned a lot from that experience.  Obviously didn't 
play like I wanted to, but I'm really looking forward to tomorrow.  Just know that it's important 
to stay relaxed, slow things down a little bit, make good decisions and just trust my game.  I 
have lot of confidence right now, I've been playing well for quite a while, just keep trusting 
things and have fun. 
 
Q.  A couple mistakes today but you bounced back really, really nicely.  When you 
were going through your head making the bogey, were you like, I need to make a 
birdie, or were you just kind of letting things happen as it did?   
 
COREY CONNERS:  No, I stayed really relaxed out there.  I knew you couldn't force 
anything today.  Obviously I made a few mistakes to make those bogeys, but for the most 
part it was really solid and just tried to get back into my rhythm and keep playing well.  So 
wasn't really trying to force anything, I think that's where you can make more mistakes out 
here.  Just keep things simple, try to hit it solid. 
 
Q.  The approach on 8, I wanted to specifically ask about that because it was kind of a 
low wedge shot that spun.  Was that a shot that's in your arsenal or is that one you 
had to bust out specifically because it's so windy? 
 
COREY CONNERS:  Yeah, that's a shot I love to practice.  I work on my wedges a lot, love 
to see the low flight with some spin.  That was particularly difficult to judge perfectly, and 
fortunately got probably a bit of luck and judged it well, hit a really solid shot.  Yeah, it's what 
I like to see in my wedge shots, for sure, just a little bit lower and coming in with spin and 
easier to control.  The wind was whipping downwind.  I had just over 100 yards, I was trying 
to hit an 80-yard shot, just trying to flight it down and it ended up working out perfect. 
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Q.  Speaking of mixing luck with skill, the chip-in on 9, talk about maybe why -- were 
you not expecting to be over the green I guess with your iron shot, and walk us 
through the chip. 
 
COREY CONNERS:  I was really trying to keep it underneath the hole there.  The wind was 
blowing so strong and just got a huge gust and I think I flew my 9-iron over 190 yards, which 
is a little further than normal to say the least.   
 
Yeah, I was a little disappointed to go long, but I knew when I was back there it was back 
into the wind and I would have a chance to get it up there, get it close.  I was really just 
trying to make sure that I hit hard enough to get it up there, and kind of the harder you hit it, 
the more spin you're going to have and the quicker it would stop.  Just tried to hit a solid 
shot, came out really nice.  I couldn't see a thing from down there but got a little applause.  I 
was like, oh, maybe that went in.  Got up there and didn't see it and there you go, it was in 
the hole.  That was a nice bonus, really got me feeling good going into the back nine. 
 
Q.  The golf course at Innisbrook obviously is very different than the golf course here, 
but as Kay mentioned, for the second tournament in a row you're going to be in the 
final group on Sunday.  How does your mental approach change versus when you 
were in the group a couple weeks ago versus now? 
 
COREY CONNERS:  I think still got to do the same things, just got to trust my game, be 
patient out there, take advantage of some chances when they present themselves.  But 
yeah, just be solid.  I've been hitting the ball really well all week and really looking forward to 
tomorrow, just keep doing more of the same stuff.  Yeah, hopefully the conditions are tricky 
as they were today and won't have to shoot too low of a number, but yeah, I'm really excited, 
looking forward to tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Did you ever play with Brice on the Web.com Tour? 
 
COREY CONNERS:  Yeah, we played together a few times.  We were actually paired 
together in Web.com Q-School in 2016, I believe, when I played and we both earned status 
for the Web.com Tour through that.  Obviously he has a little more experience out here on 
the big tour, but yeah, he's a really nice guy and looking forward to playing with him and 
hopefully chase him down. 
 
Q.  On the Web.com there's a lot of guys, Brice, you, Tom, there's a lot.  Is it the fact 
that you guys have been here or the fact that there's a lot of talent down there on the 
Web.com Tour? 
 
COREY CONNERS:  Yeah, there's definitely a lot of talent on the Web.com Tour.  I mean, a 
lot of guys have played really well so far this year.  It just shows that there's a lot of good 
players out there.  I think playing here last year maybe has a little bit of an impact on that.  I 
know Denny didn't play here last year.  Just guys have a lot of talent and some really good 
players, so it's awesome to see and it's great to be a part of. 
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Q.  Is it nice that you were 5 back, now you're two back, it's a little more easy of a 
task?  Not that it won't be easy but at least he's a little closer? 
 
COREY CONNERS:  Yeah, I was really trying to work hard on those last few holes, they're 
playing really difficult.  I knew if I could make pars or maybe squeak in a birdie, I think I 
missed the last three greens, so getting those up and down to save par was big.  Yeah, 
keeps me a little closer for tomorrow. 
 


