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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
March 23, 2018 
 
HUNTER MAHAN  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  70-65, it just looked effortless out there, for me.  I know that's not ordinarily how it 
feels, but how was it out there for you today? 
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  It felt good.  My game's been feeling pretty good.  It's just been kind of 
finishing rounds off, shooting 3, 4 under instead of 2 or 1 under.  It's what makes a pro a pro, 
right, is making the most out of your rounds.  I felt like I've been playing pretty good for most 
of the year, I just haven't gotten the most out of myself.   
 
So it feels great to come here and play a lot of good golf.  I felt like I left a few shots out 
there yesterday, but to come out in the morning with great weather, you can really take 
advantage of the front nine, able to build some momentum going into the back nine.  Feel a 
little bit of stress, feel a little bit of energy, it felt great and I felt like I handled it well. 
 
Q.  Hunter, it's been well documented the last couple years it's been a struggle.  You 
talk about the joy had gone from playing. 
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  When you put time and a lot of work into something and not get results 
out of it, it's frustrating and it kind of wears on you because you know what you're capable 
of.  But I saw the things I wasn't doing well and tried to fix them.  Technically, I feel great 
right now.  Just kind of mentally putting myself back in uncomfortable situations and enjoying 
that and enjoying the process of becoming the best player I can be again. 
 
Q.  You started working with Chris O'Connell in September of last year, you talked 
about your emotion early in your career.  How has that process been in the last seven, 
eight months?   
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  It's been a lot of fun.  Chris is an extremely hard worker.  He's really 
invested in me and my success in golf.  He spent a ton of time with me, so it's been a lot of 
fun.  And he liked what I do when I played my best so we're not reinventing something, we're 
actually going to something that's in my DNA and just continuing working on that, refining all 
of the nuance parts of the golf swing, going out and playing and making scores. 
 
Q.  Three and a half years since your last victory, 9 under through 36 holes here.  How 
close do you feel like you are?   
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  I feel like I'm capable, but I just have to keep putting myself in those 
uncomfortable situations and enjoying that and enjoying the process of being stressed.  And 
like I said, the swing feel's there, all the parts are there.  It's just putting myself in those 
game situations and having some freedom in that. 
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Q.  When you arrived at the golf course early on in the week, did you feel like this was 
a course where you could kind of just swing freely and just go after it as best you 
could? 
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  Yeah, I think a little bit.  I think the course is generous off the tee.  
You've got to kind of attack the front nine, it's got a lot of opportunities to make birdies, and 
reachable par 5s but some good par 3s.  So you're going to have to hit your irons well, 
you're going to have to control your distance well.  So it's a place I think the more we play, 
the more comfortable you're going to get and understand how to play and where to attack 
from.  So it is a course you can be aggressive and you can kind of make birdies from all over 
the place. 
 
Q.  No bogeys today.  Was that kind of your game plan coming into this morning, just 
be as aggressive as possible? 
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  My game plan was just to be really aggressive with my lines and just 
make aggressive swings and free swings, not try to guide anything.  Be safe.  There's some 
good pins, they're tucking them in some good corners and stuff, so be smart but be 
aggressive to the lines that I choose.   
 
I've got great confidence with my putter right now, I've got great feel for the greens, and so I 
know if I can get on the green I feel like I've got a great chance to make the putts.  So as 
aggressive as I want to be, I just want to give myself as many opportunities as I can because 
the way the putter feels like, the hole looks big. 
 
Q.  I'm Canadian and I was talking to Craig Davies earlier today.  What maybe are you 
working on body-wise at this age that you maybe didn't have to do a couple years 
ago? 
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  I mean, there's just more -- just like some more wear and tear.  You're 
35 years old and been playing golf since I was nine.  The golf swing isn't a normal 
movement, right?  We're kind of resisting in some areas, we're firing in other areas, 
releasing in others.  I've been working out since almost high school, so I've done a good job 
of getting myself into a good position to handle playing the Tour and handle swinging all the 
time, but continuing to work out and there's just a little bit more maintenance than it used to 
be.  And flying great distances and stuff like that to a tournament, I usually just walk out of 
the car and go play and feel great and keep going.  Now it's like it's a little bit of a process to 
get moving again and I've got to realize that, got to realize how I feel kind of every day. 
 
Q.  And last thing for me, you're a father, I was there when you withdrew to fly home 
for, I think was it your firstborn? 
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  Yeah. 
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Q.  So I was there for that one, and obviously your friends Jason and Katie as well are 
going through some tough times.  When you're here between the ropes and as you've 
gotten older and become a father yourself as well, have you been able to kind of just 
say, hey, golf is golf and life, there's a lot more going on? 
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  There's like a balance I feel like sometimes because I have a great wife 
and a great partner, and I've got these amazing kids.  We still have to be individuals and we 
still have to find our passions in life and show our kids what passion is and hard work and 
dedication and striving for something great, and then being there when you need to be 
there.  It's a balance that you have to create that makes you feel good about being the best 
golfer you can be and whatever that is, but obviously being a dad and being present for 
them is going to be obviously the most important thing.  Definitely when they're -- this will be 
the five-year anniversary and she's getting older and doing things and it's just been a lot of 
fun in that aspect.  Then we've gone through some interesting times that you just don't see 
coming, you know?  I think the one thing that life has taught me is that you can't control 
anything other than yourself and how you react to things because it's going to give you a lot 
of ups and downs and things you never expected.  You have to prepare for that as best you 
can.  It's been a lot of emotions, but right now she's doing great.  The family's doing great 
and we're just kind of dealing with the day to day. 
 
Q.  Do you ever think about that perspective and how it might serve you on the 
weekend this weekend? 
 
HUNTER MAHAN:  Yeah, I think my goal this weekend isn't going to be a score or anything 
like that, it's going to be controlling the things that I can control and doing the things that I 
can do and being prepared for anything and my score will be my score.  I know that no 
matter what, I'll have a good outcome. 
 


