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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
March 22, 2018 
 
JONATHAN BYRD  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  So, nice start, just the one bogey on the card.  How would you kind of assess the 
day? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  It was a solid day.  It's kind of -- it's one of those courses that I think if 
you're disciplined on your second shots, that you can have a fairly solid day because there's 
plenty of room off the tee.  But I really drove the ball pretty well.  I didn't feel quite as great 
about my swing today, I felt a little out of rhythm, but I kept hitting some pretty good tee 
shots.  I really only hit about two bad shots today, maybe just one on a par 5 and I still made 
birdie.  It was a clean day and I made some good putts and hit some good pitch shots on the 
par 5s. 
 
Q.  Did you feel like you kind of had to take advantage of things this morning when 
the wind was not as blustery as it's probably going to get this afternoon? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah, I just feel I've got to take advantage of every day.  You've just 
got to stay aggressive on this golf course.  If you get a little passive, you'll make a lot of pars, 
but you've got to be intent on making some birdies because guys are going to shoot low 
scores. 
 
Q.  You played here last year on the Web Tour? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Did you think that that kind of gives you a bit of a leg up? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  I think it does.  Anytime you get more rounds on golf courses, it makes 
the preparation easier, you don't have to work as hard, so it always helps.  Similar wind last 
year playing this golf course as it was today, but it was a little calm for us out there today, so 
a little easier scoring. 
 
Q.  In terms of your season so far, did you think that you maybe would have gotten off 
to maybe a faster start obviously having won the last Web Tour event of the season? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah, it was not the fall I wanted, and it's kind of the last thing you 
want is to -- I had a really good number coming into the start of the season and then my 
reshuffle number was pretty bad.  Watching the whole Florida swing go by and not get in 
one week is pretty tough.  Fortunately, I've got three kids and a wife and I got to be home for 
five weeks.  I got to watch my son win a golf tournament last week, he's 11 and a half. 
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Q.  There you go.  The first one? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  He's won some one-day stuff, but this is like a big tournament kind of 
win.  He's pretty pumped.  And then I'm leaving, I'm like, my son just won, I've got to get 
after it.  It inspires me and I want to get the next W.  It was really fun watching him compete. 
 
Q.  Last thing for me, I was talking to JT Poston on the putting green a couple days 
ago, I know you live down there and JT and Trey and those younger guys? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Keith. 
 
Q.  Yeah, Keith.  How have you felt being a bit of a mentor to that generation and that 
group? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  I hope that they would say that I've helped them out in some way, 
maybe been an encouragement to them, but I've gotten just as much out of it.  I feel very 
thankful to have met a lot of these guys.  They are so fun to be around.  It's just like hanging 
out with my son almost, that youthful energy.  We played the last two days, we played on 
Wednesday morning and Tuesday, I played with Keith, Trey and JT.  They just like, they're 
listening to music out there, like doing stuff on Snapchat, and I'm just like -- and they're 
bombing it, they're just roasting it down there.  I'm like, man, I've got to bring my game up.  
I've got an 11-and-a-half-year old that's playing good golf.  So being with these young guys, I 
feel blessed to be around them and it's kind of pushing me a little bit.  I can help them with 
maybe a little bit of life and some golf, how to manage yourself around a golf course, but 
they've helped me just have a new energy in my game. 
 


