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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
March 20, 2018 
 
NATE LASHLEY 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Nate Lashley to the interview room here at 
the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship.  You've got some familiarity with the 
golf course, Nate; obviously won the Web.com event here last year.  Can you tell us any 
secrets about the golf course that people might not know?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I don't think there's any secrets out there.  It's just a good golf course, 
plays fairly long.  You've got to hit some good, slid shots into the greens.  If you hit it well, 
you can make some birdies out there, but it's a good track and it feels great to be back here.  
Should be a fun, good week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  What's it like for you coming back here not really as the defending 
champion, but coming back to where you won a year later and seeing the difference in the 
setup now that it's a PGA TOUR event as opposed to a Web.com Tour event?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  You know, as far as right now, it's tough to tell as far as setup-wise.  I'm 
sure it will get a little firmer, a little faster getting into Thursday. 
 
You know, the course is pretty similar to last year.  The fairways are just plush, it's in really 
good shape.  You get it on the greens, you can make some putts.  They're not overly fast 
right now, or firm.  You can be aggressive out there right now, but we'll see how it plays 
come Thursday, Friday.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  And away from the golf course, the exterior and the size of the place, is 
it much different?  How different is it?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  What's that now?   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  How different is it that the exterior of the golf course, the look and feel of 
it being a PGA TOUR event now? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Honestly, it's not a whole lot of different feel as of right now.  Come 
tournament weekend there might be some more spectators and stuff like that.  As far as feel, 
it feels pretty similar to how it was playing last year. 
 
Q.  Last year on Sunday, bogey-free 66.  When you came into the day, were you 
thinking you could find the winner's circle or were you just going out there trying to 
make as many birdies as possible? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, I think going into Sunday -- I can't remember exactly what I was 
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thinking, but I was thinking right around that 20, 21 under, to get to there so I could have a 
chance.  That last round it was blowing pretty hard so it wasn't playing quite as easy as it 
had been the first two, three rounds.  The leaders that day just never really got it going too 
much, so the score never got too low.  Once I got to 20, I saw that I was in the lead, and just 
those last couple holes played pretty tough but was able to make pars and hold on. 
 
Q.  In terms of coming back here, do you have some good vibes or do you have to 
kind of mentally think this is a new week, a new golf tournament, let's start fresh? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, I think some good vibes, obviously good thoughts from last year.  I 
made a lot of putts, putted well.  I remember putting well last year, obviously hit the ball well.  
But I think coming off of a win from the previous season on the same course, you think you 
always feel pretty good on the course.  Yeah, I'm looking forward to this week and hopefully 
go out and play well. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like your season so far, almost the tale of two seasons, you didn't start 
off all that well but you made a bunch of cuts, missed a few cuts again.  How has your 
season been so far, how would you assess it so far? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I've been playing better than what I -- what it shows right now, I feel like.  
I keep missing cuts by a shot and just not quite making putts that I need to, but I feel like I'm 
playing better.  At times I've been playing really well, it just comes down to mainly making 
more putts, and hopefully this week I can turn that around. 
 
Q.  A lot of guys haven't been here before.  How much time have you spent in the past 
couple weeks fielding questions from guys wanting to pick your brain about the 
course? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  You know, I haven't heard a whole lot from anybody about it.  I think a lot 
of guys have heard about the course.  They've heard it's fairly open.  It's more of a 
second-shot golf course.  But no, I haven't had a whole lot of questions from guys actually 
about the course and conditions. 
 
Q.  18 carries your approach I guess it would be into the wind.  How do you play the 
18th hole?    
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, 18, if they play that back tee, you're really forced to hit a really 
aggressive tee shot to get it up there, because if you hit it out to the left you can have 
220 yards into a green that's got a lot of undulation.  Really, 18 you've got to be pretty 
aggressive with the tee shot and hit a good one there and get it up in the fairway so you 
have a moderate to mid iron into the green and have a chance to make a bird. 
 
Q.  Last year when you won, at some point I think maybe obviously on 13 that kind of 
changed your round, but it was like 10 or 11 guys that could win.  Did you get a sense 
of like you're going to have to make a couple coming in? 
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NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, it was pretty bunched up, I remember.  I remember I think I got to 
4, maybe 4 under on the front nine, and then I birdied 11 to get to 5 under, and then I think I 
saw a leaderboard and I think I was tied for the lead maybe.  And then 12, I chipped in on 12 
from just over the green.  Then when I chipped in, I knew, I thought if I could make one or 
two more birdies, that that might be enough.  Then I made another birdie on 14, I believe, 
the par 5.  Made birdie there and then made some pars coming in and it was enough, it held 
up. 
 
Q.  And then your story is documented, a lot of tries trying to make it Q-School.  Is it 
nice to go to a place that this then propelled you for the PGA TOUR, obviously good 
thoughts? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, I mean obviously we kind of got a leg up this week from getting to 
play the course last year.  I mean, you get four, five rounds on it, it always helps.  All the 
other courses that we played this year, it's pretty much the first time on all of them, for the 
rookies anyways.  So yeah, it's nice coming back here this week, some good vibes, have 
some familiarity with the course and go out and then play well and see what happens.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  I was going to ask you about that.  As a rookie on the PGA TOUR going 
to a lot of new places, what is something that's been outstanding to you as far as a learning 
experience being a rookie on the PGA TOUR?  Is there something that stood out that you've 
learned since you've been out there?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I think the main thing you're trying to learn is just really getting 
comfortable.  The courses are -- the courses are so much harder, so much more of a test of 
golf in every aspect of your game each week.  You know, tighter, longer, more rough, firm 
greens, fast greens, and they're the toughest course in every city that you're going to play.  
So I think the main thing is getting out there and knowing that you don't have to go crazy low 
like you do on the Web, but you've got to play really, really solid golf.  I think that's been the 
main thing that you've got to adjust to is just the toughness of the golf courses. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Have you played any tournaments this year or practice rounds with 
players that I guess you would call them veterans of the PGA TOUR that you've observed 
and thought, that's something that I've learned from them, or have they shared any advice 
with you during those practice rounds or tournament rounds?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, I've played some practice rounds with some guys.  You watch 
what they're doing as far as what they're looking at.  Mainly I've talked to them about, you 
know, as far as where some pins are and what you have to be aware of as far as where to 
hit it, where not to hit it, because the courses, if you get in certain areas on some of these 
courses, you can't get it up and down.  It's just almost impossible in some areas, so you've 
got to avoid some areas.  So it's more talking to guys about that. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Was there anyone in particular you've sought out to have a practice 
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round with?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  No, it's just been a handful of different guys. 
 
Q.  And I know this is your job, but are you able to enjoy like holes 8, 9, 16, 17, 18, 
take in the beauty?  It's one of the most spectacular views the Tour plays.  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I think a little bit.  Obviously when it's your turn to hit you're pretty 
focused in and you're not really paying very much attention to the ocean and the views and 
stuff, but you always have a minute when you have some time in between shots.  It is a 
beautiful place, this place is unbelievably gorgeous.  You always try to take them in and take 
the views in. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  All right.  Thanks, mate, for coming in.  Good luck this week. 
 


