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PRESS CONFERENCE 
March 20, 2018 
 
FRANK RAINIERI 
DANILO DIAZ 
EMILIANO GRILLO 
HIRAM SILFA 
JOHN WOLF 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Good morning, everyone.  The Puntacana Resort & Club gives you the 
warmest of welcome to the opening press conference of the first PGA TOUR event in the 
Dominican Republic, the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship. 
 
We wish to thank the presence here today of the individuals that comprise the head table, 
beginning with Mr. Frank Rainier, CEO and president of the Puntacana Group and 
Puntacana Resort & Club.  
 
Here with us today is also Mr. Danilo Diaz, who is the minister of sports and recreation of the 
Dominican Republic; Mr. Hiram Silfa, director of golf at the Puntacana Resort & Club; John 
Wolf, PGA TOUR executive; and Emiliano Grillo, PGA golfer and Puntacana Resort & Club 
ambassador. 
 
We also wish to thank the presence here today of the executives from the Puntacana Group 
and the support received by the national and international members of the press corps.  
 
I would also like to announce that we are currently offering closed circuit transmission so 
that reporters can watch this press conference right next door from the press room.    
 
FRANK RAINIERI:  When I was heading over here, someone stopped and asked me, how 
do you feel, and I told them, I feel like a kid right around Christmastime waiting for my 
Christmas gifts because, to tell you the truth, this is an old dream of the Puntacana Resort & 
Club. 
 
When we began this project 48 years ago and it was literally a jungle when we began, we 
never could have imagined that this would be the place where the Dominican Republic 
would host the first PGA TOUR event ever.  We always new and always betted on this 
destination and we worked patiently, not rushing, because we knew that we had a great 
destination in front of us.   
 
During all these years we've been able to build not only a destination, but also a community.  
Puntacana is much more than a hotel and then a beach.  Today, without a doubt, we are the 
mainstay of the most important airport in the entire Caribbean region.  This airport links us 
not only to the United States, to Europe, to South America, but also to approximately 
50-something countries throughout the world and their capitals.   
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And why not?  We not only have some of the Caribbean's most beautiful beaches, but as the 
U.N. stated in 1968, we have one of the most beautiful beaches in the world.  This is 
recognized by the millions of tourists who visit us from all over the world. 
 
Some of our hotels, especially the Tortuga Bay, the Westin, the Four Points by Sheraton, 
these hotels all comply with our goal, which is to establish sustainable development tourism 
that takes care of its surrounding environment.   
 
But the time has come for Puntacana not only to be a beach destination, but also to be a 
prime golf destination in the world, and that's why today we feel so proud, so happy to be 
able to bring to Puntacana, specifically to Corales golf course, the PGA TOUR.  This will set 
a precedent that there will be a before and an after in the Dominican Republic after the PGA 
TOUR event.   
 
That's why today I welcome you, I rejoice in your presence, and I want to thank the entire 
team that made this event possible.  I want to thank Hiram, I want to thank Julio, I want to 
thank Manuel as well as all others who have made this what it is today, and also for the 
international visitors that are here with us who will for sure always remember this 
experience. 
 
Thank you so much for being here, and I hope that during your stay you're able to enjoy 
everything we at the Puntacana Resort & Club have to offer you.  Thank you once again for 
your presence.  
 
DANILO DIAZ:  Right now I would like to welcome all of you not only on my behalf but also 
on behalf of the president of the Dominican Republic, President Danilo Medina Sánchez, 
and welcome all players that will participate in this tournament, which is without a doubt one 
of the most important in the world. 
 
Our country is honored to host this event and it is one of the goals that the current 
administration has worked on to consider sports as a brand of this country.  And, as of today 
until March 25th, the Dominican Republic will become the golf capital of the world.   
 
And in my closing remarks, I would like to express not only on my behalf but also on behalf 
of the president of the country, to congratulate once again the Puntacana Group, which has 
from its very beginning been an innovative factor in our country's economy, in our country's 
tourism industry.  Thank you very much.    
 
JOHN WOLF:  It's a pleasure to be here and I'm so happy to hear the passion from Don 
Frank, and am thrilled to, on behalf of the PGA TOUR, be here for the Corales Puntacana 
Resort & Club Championship, the first PGA TOUR event in the Dominican Republic.   
 
Our thanks to Don Frank and his entire team for entrusting the PGA TOUR to help promote 
the Puntacana Resort & Club and the Dominican Republic to a worldwide audience through 
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11 and a half hours of televised programming to both the United States and throughout the 
world. 
 
Having had a very successful Web.com Tour event here each of the last two years, we've 
got a tremendous foundation to build upon as we continue to grow the game and inspire the 
next generation of players. 
 
To say the least, we are ecstatic with the field, we're very blessed.  We're starting right here 
with Emiliano Grillo, the 2016 PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year.   
 
We are also blessed to have 10 major champions in the field, including Davis Love III, Jim 
Furyk and John Daly. 
 
We also look forward to our next generation of stars to have a significant impact and 
breakthrough this week.  Needless to say, I think it was their curiosity about this great place 
that brought them all here along with a great golf course. 
 
Finally, helping others is the DNA of what we do at the PGA TOUR to the tune of 
$180 million in 2017 given to 3,000 charities.  The Puntacana Resort & Club Championship 
supports the TOUR's charitable initiatives and we appreciate the tournament giving back to 
those in need not only with the tournament, but in everything they do with this entire project. 
 
So from the bottom of my heart and the PGA TOUR's, thank you so much. 
 
EMILIANO GRILLO:  Thank you very much.  It is so important and special to be here in 
Puntacana and we know that this will be a very special week.  I was given the opportunity by 
the Puntacana Group, which opened its doors to me to be able to be its ambassador. 
 
I was lucky enough to be able to travel back to the country for several weeks before the 
tournament so that I could see for myself the incredible conditions that we will be playing 
under.  I know I do not only speak for myself but I am sure that I am speaking for all the 
players that are here today that they will have a significant and memorable week not only on 
the course but also outside the course.    
 
I am again so happy to be here and I hope to make the most of my performance this week in 
Puntacana.   
 
I would like to highlight and thank not only on my behalf but I'm sure on behalf of all the 
players that we are so honored to be part of this history that for the first time brings a PGA 
TOUR event to the Dominican Republic.  This will be a unique experience for us, the 
Dominican players, because I think we will be able to show the world what we can do and 
also to be able to compete with top-level players from the PGA TOUR.  This is going to be a 
very good week and I hope all of you are there to support us.  
 

* * * 


