
	

1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
March 4, 2018 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( -16 Lost playoff) 
 
 
Q.  What a performance on the weekend by Justin Thomas.  Justin, let me go back to 
Thursday after you shot an opening round 72.  Your quote was, "It's probably the 
worst I ever felt over the ball in my life."  You played the last two rounds so 
beautifully, 16-under par.  What was the thing that turned it around? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, I made some putts, first off, and I think once you do that you start 
to get a little more confidence.  But I definitely hit it better.  I drove it beautifully this weekend, 
gave myself a lot of chances.  I definitely didn't still hit my irons great, but I had a lot of 
wedges in my hands where I could wedge it relatively close. 
 
Q.  Do you leave here disappointed or okay with how you played? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I'm definitely disappointed.  I wish Phil's putt just would have gone in so 
I would have felt better about myself.  But I was a little pumped up and the gap wedge went 
a lot farther than I thought it was going to.  But man, there's nothing for me to hang my head 
about.  To even have a chance to win this golf tournament after where I was through 18, 
through 36 holes, I'm very proud of myself.  I think it's the most maturity and kind of poise 
I've shown in a tournament I've ever played. 
 
Q.  Finally, it's been a while since Phil Mickelson won.  You said something to him 
after the victory.  Can you share what you said? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I just said I'm really proud of him.  He's been so supportive of me 
ever since I met him when I was 17.  For someone at his stature at that time to reach out to 
me during amateur events, college events to tell me I was playing well was so cool.  
Obviously I would have loved to drum him out there in that playoff, but I'm just happy for him 
and I just told him I know how hard he's worked and I know how big and important the Ryder 
Cup is to him.  And he's playing some great golf.  I just, unfortunately, was on the wrong side 
of it. 
 
Q.  This weekend you must feel like every bit the winner, especially with that finish on 
18. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it was definitely a great week as a whole.  If you look at where I 
was after 36 holes, to even have a chance to win this golf tournament is pretty unbelievable.  
I'm really proud of myself how well I played, how I hung in there, how I even had a chance to 
win.  Obviously the playoff didn't go how I wanted, but Phil, I'm happy for him, I'm proud of 
him.  He's really been working hard to get back in the winner's circle and it was a great week 
for both of us. 
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Q.  If I can just touch on the beginning of the week just for a little bit.  I had reports 
that you were very uncomfortable on the course over the ball.  What changed it for 
you?    
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I was hitting it terrible.  I was hitting my irons so bad, just so 
unsolid.  Out here when you're playing in this much altitude, it's hard to get your distances 
remotely correct if you're not hitting it solidly.  So I just -- I did some work Friday before I 
played and hit a little bit better Friday, and then obviously hit it well Saturday and hit it pretty 
well again today.  At the end of the day I putted pretty well this weekend.  I made some putts 
and that's what you have to do to shoot 16 under on the weekend. 
 
Q.  I think that finish has got to be the best in your career? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It would have been a lot better if I could have gotten it done in the 
playoff, but like I told Jimmy, being at 16 under was a lot better than if we made birdie and 
we were at 15.  To even be in the playoff, it would have been pretty unbelievable if we 
wouldn't have gotten it done.  But we had a chance, that's all we could ask.  
  


