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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
March 3, 2018 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( -9)   
 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:    
 
Q.  72, 70, now 62.  The trend is your friend.  What happened today that did not take 
place the first two days? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I finally hit some good shots, got off to a good start.  But really, being in 
the second group out I had some pretty nice greens out there versus some of the other 
groups.  I made some putts.  I haven't read the greens very well the first couple days and I 
definitely wasn't hitting it well enough, but today, if it's such a thing as a low stress or easy 9 
under, it definitely was. 
 
Q.  It was hard to pick highlights from such a great round, but we have some to show 
you.  You started your day on 10, let's go all the way to the 16th, this is your second 
shot.  What did you see from the fairway? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it was a pretty comfortable gap wedge.  The main thing is just 
trying to control the spin going into that green because it can get a little dicey in there.  To 
have a little kick-in birdie is always nice. 
 
Q.  To 18, this was not a kick-in birdie, this was a long one.  A bit of a bonus for you? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, for sure.  That's a putt you're just trying to get close.  It's such a 
tough pin.  We saw it on the putting green this morning and we were trying to figure out how 
to hit it close, and I thought if I hit a driver up the right I might be able to get it in there, but I 
hit it up the left and that was kind of the best I could do.  Kind of stole one there. 
 
Q.  Strategy is always interesting.  When you make the turn you're at No. 1, short par 
4, what players are going to hit what.  You decide to go for it and you end up in this 
position and you have the eagle try. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it's a perfect 5-wood.  2-iron last year couldn't quite get there and 
then 5-wood this year with the elevation, it was perfect. 
 
Q.  Let's go to No. 6 now with your third shot.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It was almost too easy.  With that pin you're almost trying to overthink it.  
You're trying to use the slope.  I saw Webb's kind of spin back there so I just hit sand wedge. 
 
Q.  Taking advantage of the par 5, how about this tee shot, the par 3 seventh?   
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JUSTIN THOMAS:  This was probably the best swing, definitely the best swing of the day 
and the tournament as well.  That's a very intimidating hole, and with that tree hanging in 
there, 230 yards, it's definitely another bonus making a birdie on a hole like that. 
 
Q.  So we know you're good friends with Jordan Spieth.  He had the course record, 
that was a year ago with a 63, you top him with a 62.  When you got to the golf course 
today, did you think of something in mind that would help you maybe vault yourself 
up the leaderboard to give yourself a chance, or were you just trying to get out there 
and find something? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I just was trying to find something.  I mean, with how I hit it Thursday 
and Friday, it was kind of hard to say let's go out and post a low one because I really didn't 
have very much control of my game.  I kind of was telling myself or telling Jimmy I'd have 
liked to get it to 10 under somehow by the end of the tournament.  Got a pretty good jump 
start on that, I may have to reset that goal a little bit.  But yeah, obviously it was a great day.  
Who knows what's going to happen, but I'm definitely moving in the right direction. 
 
Q.  (inaudible) it was a slow start but it was anything but today, a new course record.  
What was the difference?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Just good golf finally.  I definitely didn't have very much the first two 
days, and to close yesterday with a double with a sand wedge in my hand, the sails were 
pretty much taken out of me and I was pretty bummed last night.  At the end of the day I 
know this is a course that you can kind of go do what I did today.  It can be difficult, but not 
much wind and pretty soft greens, just trying to go out there and give myself as many 
chances as possible. 
 
Q.  On the back of a week like last week, a very emotional week for you, is there ever 
sometimes a big of a hangover when you have that euphoria the week before? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I'm pretty tired.  Two straight weeks been in contention, L.A. and 
then Honda, and winning at Honda.  It's a lot of travel, L.A. to Florida, Florida to here.  I 
mean, it sounds very bratty of me, I'm not complaining by any means, but I'm getting a little 
bit tired.  I think my legs, that's kind of why I was kind of dragging it coming down and hitting 
them off the heel the first couple days.  I feel like I have a good enough thought to at least 
get it around this weekend. 
 
Q.  So many things were working well for you today, one of them of course was 
putting.  I'm going to show you some of the highlights, of course the eagle on the 
first. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, this was great.  You're usually not trying to leave it in a good spot 
with a 5-wood in your hands, but I definitely did and it just was one of those that kind of 
found the fall line and went in there. 
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Q.  And so you go out today quite a way back, a chance to be really aggressive.  
Obviously now you're right back in the mix.  Do you take the same strategy into 
Sunday or do you play it slightly differently? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I didn't really have much of a strategy today, I wasn't playing well 
enough to have a strategy.  I'm trying to hit the fairways, trying to hit the greens.  I wasn't 
really putting very well, so finally saw some positives today that I can move forward on.  But 
those guys have a lot of holes left, a lot of birdie holes.  I'm not expecting to have a very 
good chance to win the tournament.  If I do, that would be a huge bonus, but I'm just happy I 
moved up the leaderboard quite a bit. 
 
Q.  JJ me you had an early practice session on Friday.  Did you find something then? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I did.  I don't think I've ever done that during a tournament.  My dad, as 
sad as it is, was making fun of me because I called him and I said, I'm going out to practice, 
and he said, I've never heard you say I'm going out to practice instead of warm up before a 
tournament.  There's a difference.   
 
So yeah, I went out there probably 30, 40 minutes and hit a couple bags of balls.  I sent him 
probably eight or so videos because I couldn't really tell a difference in my videos of why I 
was hitting it so far off the heel.  But we just kind of figured out that my arms, which I've 
never done before, were kind of going away from my body on my downswing as opposed to 
staying close.  I kind of feel like my left arm's kind of hugging my body on my way down now. 
 
Q.  What were you wanting out of today when you teed off? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Just to do something positive.  Make some birdies, just try to move up, 
have a chance to finish in the top 15 or 20 or 10 hopefully going into tomorrow.  Then once I 
kind of got off to the good front nine and then the eagle on 1, I thought I could definitely 
move up a good bit. 
 
Q.  Some of the iron shots, (no microphone.)  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  In terms of the swing? 
 
Q.  Just your swing coming around. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, yeah.  I definitely hit it better the first two days last year than I did 
the first two days this year.  I hit it pretty awful the first two days here.  It was similar, I just 
was slightly better last year to where I was giving myself more chances, and I putted better.  
I guess in reality it wasn't a lot different.   
 
But yeah, I've always been pretty good at being able to figure something out, just finding 
some way to get it around, and I just was having a hard time with that Thursday.  But then 
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that practice session yesterday helped me out a little bit to where I hit some better shots, 
and then today finally hit some nice solid irons. 
 
Q.  How close do you have to be to have a chance tomorrow, do you think? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Probably within five or six to have a chance.  I mean, in a perfect world I 
would rather be less than that but I don't think it's going to happen. 
 
Q.  Are you at all amazed -- you probably don't know much about Sharma -- to see 
someone making a debut like this?  He's not backing down. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's pretty crazy.  I think it's one thing in a Web.com event or a 
smaller -- a Challenge Tour event, whatever it may be, or a mini-tour event even to win your 
pro debut, but to win on a WGC, the biggest, the top of the top, the best fields in golf against 
people that he's probably never played against, or most of them at least, it's pretty 
impressive.  Because like you said, he's not backing down and seems to keep making 
birdies. 
 
Q.  Did you know anything this Sharma before this? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't know, other than he's young.  He's like 21, right?  
 
Q.  You can say someone's young.   
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I know.  
 
Q.  That must feel great.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It does, I know. 
 
Q.  Do you know how many golf course records you have? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't know.  I know I have one at least.  Other than that, I don't know.  
I guess I probably have it at Sony. 
 
Q.  59, right? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah.  Other than that, I don't know. 
 
Q.  You defeat your closest friend, Jordan Spieth had the record?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Oh, he did? 
 
Q.  Yeah, last year.   
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JUSTIN THOMAS:  Sweet, makes it even better. 
 
Q.  You have one at Erin Hills, too.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Do I?  Sweet, I'm up at three. 
 
Q.  What am I missing? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  This one. 
 
Q.  Oh, that's right.  What did you shoot today? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  62. 
 
Q.  Good job.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Thanks, Doug. 
  


