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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
9 February 2018 
 
LEE WESTWOOD 
 
 
Q.  Lee, nice day today.  
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, it was a good day out on the golf course.  Not easy out there.  It's 
some of the trickiest -- I mean I haven't played it a lot and I know the wind can really pick up 
in Perth, but you don't expect it to blow quite as strong as it's blown today and it was tricky 
out there.  You really have to have your wits about you. 
 
Q.  You and Brett sort of continued to go at it at the top of the leaderboard.  You guys 
had a bit of fun over the last two days? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, we both played well.  We haven't given too many shots away, 
made a few putts and I chipped in a couple of times.  Yeah, it's been fun over the first couple 
of days.  May get to play again tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Is it an advantage do you think that you may be able to play alongside the guy that 
you -- 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  No, not really.  We just both played well, and a lot of good players out 
here and when the players play well, they shoot low scores. 
 
Q.  You just had that one at the end, what are your thoughts? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, I hit a perfect drive and it rolled into the left rough, and then got a 
little bit of a flyer off a perfect second shot and it carried seven or eight yards further than we 
were trying to, but it can happen in playing off a downslope and going straight into the wind.  
There's a big tent behind the hole which can shelter it, the wind's picking up and dropping.  
There's a lot of variables going into it and these things happen.  And then I played a good 
chip, and the greens aren't perfect but not like they normally are at Lake Karrinyup, and just 
hit a bit of a bubble and went left. 
 
Q.  How much do you look at the top 8?  Obviously the top 24 qualify for the final day. 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  I don't look at it, no.  Just trying to shoot as low as possible.  I know if I 
carry on playing like I'm playing and a few putts start to go in, because I didn't really hole any 
putts today, you know, I'll be thereabouts on the leaderboard.  To be perfectly honest, match 
play is anybody's.  You're going to need a lot of luck to win it. 
 
Q.  That six holes, does it take all your Ryder Cup experience a bit out of play for it?  
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LEE WESTWOOD:  I don't know what to make of six-hole match play, to be perfectly 
honest.  Like I said, I think you're going to need a lot of luck. 
 
Q.  Do you like six holes or do you think it's too short? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  I think it's exciting for the fans and for the format of the game.  There's 
a lot going on on the final day, which I think golf needs something like that, but I don't know if 
you're going to find out who the best player on the week is with that format.  You could have 
somebody have a blistering six holes and shoot 5 under and beat you 1-up, and then again 
you could win -- that's what match play's like.  If somebody birdies the first four holes, you 
don't got any time to get back so it's very do or dye sort of over the first couple of holes of 
match play. 
 
Q.  13 and 14, did that feel like back-to-back bogeys almost before that eagle at the 
par 5? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  No, not really, no.  13's a tough hole, and like I said, the putts are 
bubbling a little bit, especially in the afternoon, and that one did there.  And then none of us 
birdied the next hole, and then obviously I had two great shots on the next and holed it from 
about eight feet for eagle.  So no, it was that kind of day out there.  You're going to make 
some mistakes when it's as windy as this and you just try and limit those and pick up shots 
whenever you can. 
 
Q.  Feel very similar to yesterday's round but with a very different result because of 
the conditions, do you think? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, I mean, yesterday morning was easy compared to today.  You 
know, there wasn't much wind blowing and you had a lot of control over your golf ball, and 
today, obviously the wind was blowing a lot stronger and you really had to compress your 
ball a lot, keep it down into the wind and downwind.  It was difficult.  One of the hardest 
shots on the golf course today was only a wedge shot into the 12th.  You've got such a 
massive elevation change, it's pumping downwind.  If you get it high and the wind catches it, 
you go off the back like Rummy did, and if you knock it down like myself and Beef did and it 
doesn't get in the wind, you come up on the front and I stayed on and Beef's went off.  
They're the kind of things you're dealing with with big trees and big elevation changes, and 
obviously the wind is getting up and dropping. 
  


