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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
9 February 2018 
 
BRETT RUMFORD 
 
 
Q.  Brett, a lot of people were saying this is about tricky as the wind gets today.  
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, as tricky as the golf course gets, no doubt.  It was just rough 
from word go.  It just hit you on the first tee, it was just bang, straight in your face.  Just a 
completely different aesthetic.  Every single hole looked different to yesterday, the way it 
played, your landing areas, everything.  So it was a day just purely for concentration and just 
knocking them down.  You couldn't really go out and chase it today.  It was just -- it just 
draws a lot from your concentration because it's difficult to get the ball close and you're 
having 20, 30, 40, 50, 60-foot putts where you're not really hitting too bad of golf shots.  But 
then the greens in the afternoon get a little bit trodden down, and then with the wind, it 
just -- even just tapping out from a foot to three feet just becomes labour intensive.  So it's 
just collectively, over the day I'm happy to have signed for 72.  Happy to be tied for the lead 
and obviously happy that I'm in that top 8.  Come what may tomorrow, No. 1 would be nice, 
a little bonus there, but otherwise a top 8 is what I'm focused on. 
 
Q.  Has playing along with Lee sort of (inaudible) at all, knocking sort of the 
competition right next to you sort of thing? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  No, no.  I think you know fairly well what you're going to get with Lee if 
you come up against him in the match play, so you get very straight drives, accurate iron 
shots and good putting.  So he's going to give away nothing, Lee.  But it's been good, it's 
been nice.  As we all our, we're all just (inaudible) at the end of the day, we do it for 
profession but it's just nice to actually play alongside a great player like Lee that's had 
tremendous success over the years, just talk to him, pick his brain a bit.  Yeah, it's just nice, 
just nice to be in his company. 
 
Q.  The final day, how crucial is that top 8 spot to get? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, I think it's just, yeah, putting your feet up.  It's a long day, my 
experience from last year.  I got here at 6:30 and even giving myself that time in the 
morning, it was still a grueling day.  Obviously last six holes, it could be anywhere from 45 
minutes to an hour and a half's play of concentration.  So come Sunday afternoon when you 
just might need that, it's a big advantage. 
 
Q.  At the start of the day, did you think 8 under could still be in the lead at the end of 
the day? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  I haven't really been thinking too much about it, I've just been trying to 
score as best I could.  I was pushing for 1, I got it 2 under, and then I just left a couple of 
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opportunities out there, left a lot of putts short today, which could have been a little bit better 
on the front nine.  It was just a patient day and it was a day where you couldn't really get 
aggressive because you couldn't really make that mistake, just that silly mistake of a 
three-putt or just putting yourself on the back foot to try and chase it.  So pars is a good 
score, and parring the first nine, it's what I did.  Yeah, it was just a tough day, so just no real 
expectations of scores, it was just knuckle down and do the best you can. 
 
Q.  Did you have a look at the leaderboards, and did it start to feel a little bit match 
play like between you and Lee out there? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  No, no, not at all.  Obviously we want to go through as No. 1.  Yeah, 
you would have to lie to say that you're not aware of your opponent, but I'm not playing 
against him, I'm not changing my game plan or swing thoughts or nothing, you know, I'm just 
playing golf.  It is what it is.  So tomorrow will be the same, just focus on my own game and 
just try to take it as deep as I can. 
 
Q.  Compared to yesterday, did you get it close to as well? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  I felt as I hit it okay, yeah.  I actually felt as I played okay, but just that 
wind, you know, just trying to trust numbers, trying to trust distances.  It accentuates the 
slight miss, so like the tee shot on 6 that I hit, I barely made the top of the hill.  With no wind 
it would have been down there just fine, so the wind smashed it.  It was a slightly spinny ball 
flight, so the wind makes you feel as though you might not be playing the golf shots as well 
as what you should do, but all in all, 72, I'm pleased with how I hit it. 
  


