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FINAL INTERVIEW 
11 February 2018 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT 
 
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Kiradech, congratulations.  What a week it's been and what a long 
day, but you're our champion.  How are you feeling?  
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  I feel really happy, really proud of myself to play.  Everyone 
saying I've been the last guy arrive this week, last guy to get into the top 24 and last guy to 
stand out here.  It's such a nice week and I've been so proud with the way I perform. 
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Questions? 
 
Q.  Kiradech, you were the last guy to arrive.  Can you talk us through the decision to 
come here?  Were you going on holiday with your wife or something? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Yeah, when I get the email to invite me to play on Monday, I 
was calling my wife.  I was in Malaysia last week and I call my wife too saying maybe I have 
to work next week, and she said, Just give me one good reason why you not rest.  Well, I 
got a lot of golf fans so I just can't let them down. 
 
Q.  And you've got a pretty good reason for it now, I suppose? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Yeah, all I get this week is just the trophy because I think all 
the check, my wife going to take it from me.  That is the best reason that she allow me to 
come. 
 
Q.  Are you still going to go on holiday? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  No, I don't have enough time.  I've got a couple days off, 
three, four days off, and then head to Honda Classic in the States on the PGA TOUR.  Then 
world Golf and then the Masters is coming up, so I try to focus more on work and end of the 
year to get vacation. 
 
Q.  How are you physically today, because I think you played 35 holes? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Especially 18 hole is the most hole that I played, I think I 
played like 15 times this week.  I can tell every single bunker, how many trees I can count so 
I'm playing a lot of golf this week and today.  To play with a young player like Lucas was one 
of the great match, such a nice player, new generation of Aussie players.  He's going to fly in 
the world golf. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like a couple of times you were so close to going out of the 
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tournament, did you ever think that you were in big trouble? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Well, it's not couple times, it's many times.  I have to make 
last putt to get in 24 and then to get into the playoff, and then have to save par -- I was 
putting for birdies on the playoff.  Then today many times I come from behind, many putts 
that I have to tie the holes.  Has never been easy, there's a lot of good players out there 
trying to get this one away from you. 
 
Q.  The final, you dropped the first hole, and the second you had a chance to get back 
and you blew that.  Did you think you had lost your chance? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  No, match play is (inaudible) over many times.  I know that I 
made a mistake on the first holes because I feel I play five, six matches with all birdies 
today.  I start up earlier on the first hole, then same as James, force myself to hit more to the 
target, to the flag.  Try to get the result on the first hole, but second hole is little bit 
disappointing chip.  But James just unlucky for the day.  Every shot that he missed he just 
go into the trees and kick out and no luck for him.  The birdie on fourth hole for him 
(inaudible) that's just a lot of pressure. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the greens, is there a difference in what you experienced -- 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  I mean, the green is on a great (inaudible.)  The most difficult 
thing on this golf course is the bunker.  If you can get away from the bunker, you can 
(inaudible.)  Practice round Thursday going out there, I mean five, first six holes and 
then -- that why afternoon player was so good from the bunker because they show around 
the green this week is so difficult to get up and down, just getting away from the bunker and 
you'll be safe this week. 
 
Q.  You commented outside that you enjoy the concept.  Do you think it's something 
that might pick up around the world? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Yeah, I think so.  It just make golf not boring.  Have to spend 
four days and just give a chance to the player to just make the cut, maybe not playing well 
the first two rounds and playing good golf on a Sunday.  It just make it more exciting and 
interesting.  I think the kids might love it.  I'm sure you're going to get more fans around the 
world this week. 
 
Q.  The concept this week, it builds and builds until you get to the finals.  From a 
player's point of view who's just won, is it a slight anticlimax to not finish on the 18th 
hole around a crowd? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  No, I never feel that.  I can finish any hole if I can get away 
from this (inaudible). 
 
Q.  You holed a few more putts today, is that just getting used to the golf course, 
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more comfortable on the greens? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Yeah, I just feel more comfortable to the greens, the green 
speed and many great putts today.  And then the course I get to know more and more every 
time I go out and play where I can't miss it, where I can miss, which is the best position to 
miss.  This course is really about a spot; if you put it in the right spot, you can just keep 
yourself out of trouble. 
 
Q.  And coming in without a practice round, did it relax you a little bit?   
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Yeah, exactly, it relaxed me a little bit.  I walked on the 
second hole.  First hole you just see clearly.  Second hole I hit driver, just 130 yards to the 
flag on the first round, and then walk down the fairway and look at my caddie and saying, did 
you (inaudible) hit driver on this one?  It's so narrow.  Tell him I won't hit driver at all.  A little 
bit relaxing, go out there and when you get the decent start you losing the pressure a little bit 
and try to free your swing. 
 
Q.  Lucas probably pushed you a little bit more than James did.  Did you worry that -- 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Yeah, obviously I played with Lucas first two rounds and we 
had a lot of conversation.  He just 22, 23, and he hit the ball miles.  The way his striking ball, 
his confidence, his show out there, it's massive.  You know, I didn't look over James 
(inaudible) I have to say I doesn't look over James at all, but when Lucas on the Shootout, I 
think one of us win the trophy because he one of the stronger players in the field this week 
that I play against with.  The way he hit balls, the way the confidence that he showing up, 
he's such a great player. 
 
Q.  Will you buy a new watch, do you think? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Still on the plan, new watch.  I already got a watch this week, 
so maybe for a while I'm not going to buy it.  The next one that I'm looking for is still not 
enough check to buy it.  Next year play five events so I can buy watch and cars. 
 
Q.  Would you recommend this place to other golfers? 
 
KIRADECH APHIBARNRAT:  Yeah, of course, fantastic golf course.  Everyone is so nice, 
especially the people around the spectators, they are so nice.  You know, the golf course is 
really hilly when you keep walking up and down, so tired, but everyone still with us.  Have to 
thanks a lot that you come and support me on the Tour and events and all the volunteers 
who worked so hard this week.  
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Do we have any final questions?  Congratulations, Kiradech.  
  


