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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
8 February 2018 
 
BRETT RUMFORD   
 
 
Q.  Well, Rummy, you seem to do it every year, another great round today.  
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yep, another good day.  Got off to another fast start.  I think Beef 
threw the first punch with a 2 at the first, our 10th hole, of course.  I guess we just fed off 
each other from there.  Lee was playing great golf, steady like he normally does, and the 
greens were rolling nicely so if you got the ball on line rolling, if you got it to the hole, there's 
no deviation to the greens.  So unfortunately Beef had a bit of trouble on that front nine, 
which is our back, but outside of that I think we all played pretty steady golf, decent golf, and 
I think that's what you need to do around Karrinyup.  You've just got to get it in play, just 
keep it steady and just really be patient around here because there's lots of birdies, lots of 
wedges, par 5s that are birdieable.  Obviously just slipped up on 1 and 3, which is our back 
nine.  Outside of that, again, just had to tell myself that I'm playing good golf and just stay 
patient with it, plenty of birdies coming in.  So that's kind of fortunately enough a few putts 
went in and got myself back on a pretty decent round of golf. 
 
Q.  You and Lee were sort of at each other today, did you sort of egg each other on 
out there?  
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  No, he's a fairly serious character once we're out there playing, and 
I'm the same.  But yeah, look, when guys are playing well, your playing partners are playing 
well, it's just one of those things, you just feed off one another, the energy of the day.  Plus, 
it was fairly scorable out there, the winds weren't as strong as they were the last few 
afternoons that I've been out here playing.  It's just a lovely golf course, it's just really nice.  
It's just an old traditional -- yeah, it's been a bit of fun. 
 
Q.  Whenever you come here it seems like you have an air of confidence.  Is that how 
you feel?  
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  I just think there's some golf courses just fit your eye, just suit your eye 
and others don't.  It's not always the case, but generally you find as a trend that a lot of 
players go back and play well when they've had a lot of good performances there, and this is 
one of them.  The fairways are nice and generous, it's just a flowing golf course.  You hit 
shots and a lot of the holes are framed to the eye, tells you which shot to hit, and I just love 
that kind of golf.  And the greens are great and I've played here a lot.  So I don't know, I 
don't know what it is, but definitely seems to be some kind of home course advantage, isn't 
it. 
 
Q.  You're in great position now, how's it feel? 
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BRETT RUMFORD:  I'm leading, I'm inside the top 24 and that's my only focus this week is 
finish inside that number whether I lead the qualifying again, that would be a nice bonus but 
it's not my priority this week and I'm playing accordingly, too. 
 
Q.  You put a lot of work in with Gary yesterday? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Same, same, just nice to see a little bit of the progression and the 
transfer of what's happening on the golf course and what I'm doing, the drill work that I'm 
doing at home in my golf room, sort of it starts to translate and starting to come to fruition out 
on the golf course.  Yeah, it's just a gradual -- I've swung it poorly my whole life, so this is 
just really retraining those kinds of things.  It's difficult to do at 40, but I'm trying.  Never stop 
trying. 
 
Q.  And the driver, is that some of the main focus? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yep, this golf course is generous so if I can just get myself with a 
swing or a shot at it, then my short game is tidy enough, particularly around here as well, the 
greens are big, big targets, there's big areas, so I feel comfortable on these tees committing 
to a swing.  But I'm still -- just goes to show you if I can just sort of develop a swing that's a 
bit more repetitive to fairways even on tight and narrow golf courses so I'll have a good 
opportunity of scoring like I do on these top golf courses.  It's really just trying to narrow it 
down and get more repetition in my game in general. 
 
Q.  Did you even surprise yourself with that bunker shot you hit on 3? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  On 3?  Yeah, I did actually.  Yeah, these new bunkers, I'm not used to 
seeing them plug in the lips, not -- yeah, there's just a little bit of settling for the new bunkers 
to happen over time, but it was a bad shot so I deserved to be punished. 
 
Q.  You were 5 under on the playoff holes today. 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Really?  I'll take that okay moving forward, thanks for that.  Yeah, look, 
I think it's a different setup, but I like it actually.  I like those holes for the playoff.  I think it's 
going to be very different, and hopefully obviously that can produce a lot of matches being 
closed out before the 18th this year, and I think it will.  I think the combination of holes, it's 
just a nice blend.  Got to hit some good drives, got to hit some good irons, and definitely 
advantage to the guy that's hitting it a little better, that's for sure. 
  


