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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
8 February 2018 
 
JAMES NITTIES 
 
 
Q.  James, great round today, 6 under and second position, must be happy with that? 
 
JAMES NITTIES:  Yeah, definitely, considering the way I hit it Tuesday in the practice 
round, like an injured bird, I think.  Yeah, opening up with 6 under was good.  It was good to 
feel good out there and make some birdie putts, and yeah, we got a perfect day so it was 
great. 
 
Q.  The afternoon the wind tended to pick up a little bit, how did you find that?  
 
JAMES NITTIES:  It was difficult.  It was nice, it definitely wasn't the Fremantle Doctor.  The 
toughest thing about it was trying to pick which way the wind was going.  It wasn't that it was 
gusty or strong, it was just you throw some grass up, it would hit you in the face and the next 
it would go downwind.  So I think that was the difficult part.  The newer greens are a lot 
firmer, so just making that adjustment was difficult towards the end. 
 
Q.  A really good back nine for you, great par saver on your last hole there.  Can you 
talk us through that? 
 
JAMES NITTIES:  Yeah.  I decided -- I never take driver over the last there.  I was feeling 
good and things were kind of going my way, so I hit it out the left side in between the huge 
devil trees I like to call them.  Yeah, it was one of those shots where I had to take a 
backswing and know that I was going to get contact, and in that case sometimes you just 
don't want to top it or whiff it and I just went down real hard after it, and yeah, it came up 
20 metres short of the green and that is dead right there.  So yeah, hit it to 12 feet, made a 
good putt.  So I definitely didn't want to finish bogey-bogey, so a good par at the last sort of 
makes dinner taste a little better. 
 
Q.  At the start of the round, obviously top 24 is the goal in this tournament.  Do you 
start looking at the top 8 now as your end goal at the end of round 3? 
 
JAMES NITTIES:  No, 24 will do me.  Obviously just the cliche thing, play each day as it 
comes.  But the course is pretty gettable, especially if the weather stays good for the next 
three days, so you can't really think about just creeping in.  So yeah, maybe you've got to 
think top 8 because it's going to be a low score to get there.  Yeah, it's great I shot 6 under 
today, but I think I'm just going to have to keep doing it to sneak into the top 8. 
  


