
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
7 February 2018 
 
DANNY WILLETT  
 
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Danny, welcome to Perth.  It's been quite the adventurous start to your 
week.  You sky dived over Rottnest Island, I believe? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Yeah, no, it's been great.  It's great to be back.  I think I was here last in 
2015.  Unfortunately, I had to pull out that week with an injury.  Yeah, it's great to be back, 
it's a great city.  Golf course is as good as ever obviously, and then yeah, it's always going to 
be a fun week Down Under. 
 
Q.  And can you talk to us about sky diving and what that was like? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  It was amazing.  Us golfers don't really get to do loads of really exciting 
things most of the time, so yeah, I've done it before in Dubai, and over Rottnest Island out of 
a chopper at 10,000 feet was something pretty special.  So really great way to kick the week 
off.  Just a fantastic way to start the week and really to actually get a great sense of what 
there is to offer down here in Western Australia. 
 
Q.  Danny, you obviously know the course having played here before, but 
reacquainting yourself today, what were your thoughts? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  It's good.  They've relaid the front nine greens, so yeah, they've had a 
few issues I think with the firmness, and obviously some of the greens have had a little bit of 
trouble with them as well.  But the golf course is in good condition pretty much most of the 
way around.  There's a group of greens out there they've lost a little bit, but for the most part 
it's a fantastic layout, really good fun to play.  All the different wind directions turn this golf 
course completely the other way around depending on where the wind's coming from and 
how strong it is.  Just a really fun golf course.  Got to shape your ball.  You've got to be in 
position, and obviously then you've got to take your chances when you eventually get on the 
green.  So the first time I came here in 2013 I really liked it, I think I finished third that week.  
Since then I've tried playing it again, but unfortunately it's not quite fit the schedule, and this 
year it worked out perfect in finishing off my little five-week stretch I've had down here in 
Perth.  So yeah, just really excited to get going tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Did you take a look at those six playoff holes on the back nine, or do you sort of 
not go that far until you're in the match play? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  No, yeah, we've looked.  Obviously it's always nice to just familiarise 
yourself which ones they are and which order they're going to be in for any reason and 
where the wind's going to be at for them holes as well.   
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Yeah, obviously it's a funky format.  I watched it last year on TV and really thought it was 
good.  So yeah, then to be able to come down and be part of the Super 6, it puts a different 
spin on golf.  We play a lot of 72-hole tournaments throughout the year and there's a couple 
of match play events in there, but this obviously just throws it a little bit different in the mix 
there with the six holes and obviously the short pitch playoff hole as well.  In an ideal world, 
it just makes for everyone being in a slightly smaller area and having all the crowds closer 
together. 
 
Q.  Still recovering from the shoulder injury, I know, and you missed your first two 
cuts since coming back.  How big a challenge is it coming here, now you've got to 
make two cuts to make it to Sunday? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  It's one of those I'm kind of three or four months behind where I should 
have been because we couldn't hit any balls for 12 weeks.  So I sat home and we had the 
birth of our second boy, so we've been busy at home even though I've not been able to hit 
golf balls.   
 
Yeah, I'm a good ways behind in where I want to be, but there was nothing I could do about 
that.  The shoulder was going really well.  Like I said, even to be able to play 36 holes in 
Dubai the first time in four months was just nice to even be able to compete with no pain.  
Then last week, Malaysia was the first time in five years I've not played on painkillers.  So 
there's a lot of positives going forward, so now it's just a matter of time of getting game 
ready, getting game sharp, and actually again looking more at the golf now instead of the 
body.  So hopefully that's going to kind of go hand in hand really.  The better I move, the 
better the golf's going to be and vice versa. 
 
Q.  You come in as one of the key draws, but is the message that there are no 
expectations at this point for you? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  I don't think -- I think I would be silly to say that there would be 
expectations.  Like you say, the back side of last year when I finally got it figured out with 
Foles, we were at Valderrama, we played nice and the stats were pretty good for that week 
and we were looking forward to going to Sun City and Turkey and playing there as well, but 
we had two tears in the shoulder and we weren't allowed to.  So I can't put expectations on 
what to do or how to be.   
 
Again, my main goal for these first four weeks coming back was to be pain free at the end of 
them, and that would have then been me doing my rehab correctly and me doing everything 
because I can.  So I feel like we're on that track now, but it's now just getting more golf 
swings under my belt, more tournament rounds under my belt under the pressure of 
hopefully playing pretty good and being in the round if we can.  Just because it's where you 
want to be, it's where I feel like I should be, and it just might take a little bit longer but we'll 
just have to wait and see. 
 
Q.  How different is what you work on with Sean than what you used to work on with 
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Pete?  And on top of that as well, is the coach change, caddie change, everything, is it 
just a little bit of a chance to get everything fresh and sort of reboot a little bit as well? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Yeah, I think everything's kind of -- things happen for a reason.  I feel 
like the injury at the back end of last season was probably my body telling me that I needed 
a bit of time off anyway, spend some time with the family and be at home and be around.   
 
Yeah, the coaching side of things, it is very different.  There's a lot of things that I'm doing 
that feel completely different, like worlds apart.  So obviously then being able to take that 
from a driving range concept to a golf course concept where you've got different lies, 
different winds, it's all very good and well in a controlled environment on the driving range, 
but when you're out there and you can only hit the one shot, it's about getting in then 
tournament rounds, tournament shots under your belt where you're hitting the different 
shots, you're hitting a low draw, a high fade, whatever it may be and how your body is going 
to react to that kind of thing.   
 
That's the biggest change really for me was the swing changes were very different, but then 
actually taking it to the golf course and how trusting what you're doing.  I know what we're 
doing's right because my body's telling me it's right, it's not hurting.  I've not had back issues 
now since I've started with Foles.  My knee's been all right, which I had a bad one at 
Valderrama, and obviously the shoulder.  So we're narrowing it down.  The body's nearly 
back to being as good as it really ever has been.  So now it's more or less just trying to get 
the golf side of things back.  I know what I can achieve when the body's okay and when 
we're playing pretty good, and we've already proved that we can compete with the best.  It's 
now about getting back there, and unfortunately for me it was a couple massive setback 
within the body.  So yeah, that kind of, as we're going forward, they should be fine.   
 
Sam on the bag is my best friend from back home and he's been out here now for nine 
years.  He came out with me when I very first got on Tour, so we know each other's game.  
We play a lot of golf at home and that was just a really easy natural progression really from 
Johnny obviously going to Gracie now.  So yeah, everything is a bit of a fresh look at things.  
Got a new training guy in as well, Kevin Duffy's helping out, and with him and Foles working 
together, I think going forward, yeah, I think I could be as good as I ever have been, but it's 
just going to take a little bit longer to get there. 
 
Q.  Obviously you've got to get through the stroke play part of the tournament first, 
but I think I remember hearing you say your play in Dubai was better, there were just a 
couple bad holes in there that sort of ruined it for you.   
 
If you do get through to that match play portion, do you take a huge amount of 
confidence that you're a Ryder Cup player, there's not many other guys here who 
played matches in that sort of situation that you've been in that more recently than 
most? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Yes and no.  Again, it's one of them things, it's golf, isn't it?  Six holes 
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isn't a long time in terms of golf.  I don't think experience is really going to play a part in a 
six-hole match.  I think it's more about who's playing good golf and who's going to come out 
firing.  You know, you could get a guy that's competing in his first-ever tournament, but if he 
reels off four birdies in a row, which everyone's capable of doing, there's nothing you can do.   
 
So I think that's why the format is so intriguing, I think that's why guys really enjoy it.  I 
thought it was fantastic last year that Rummy won the stroke play and then won it as well.  
You often get it when the guy, whoever it is best in the stroke play gets knocked out first 
round.   
 
So no, I'm just really looking forward to again just playing.  For me it would be, again, it 
would be one of them where my main goals right now are to be pain free, to go back to the 
room every night and go back and go to the gym and feel pretty good about where your 
body is. 
 
Q.  Outside of pain in your golf game, is there one key area that you think, if it 
improves, you'll start seeing a return to the amazing form that you had? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  I think it's a bit of everything really.  Obviously, whenever you play well, 
whenever you have great runs, you're usually doing certain things pretty well.  We were 
driving the ball pretty good and we were putting very well.  It's a pretty good combination on 
those golf courses, and then that kind of went awry a little bit.  Yeah, the blade's always 
pretty helpful.  Whenever a guy wins a tournament, he's usually up there with the putting 
stats, so that's obviously going to be a big key. 
 
Q.  The start of the tournament, is that what you probably needed right now as you 
get yourself ready to -- 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  I think right where I am right now, a really good fun golf tournament with 
a little bit of somewhat different is a good way to play.  You don't want anything too serious 
because then I'm going back in and there's not really the biggest of expectations.  To 
actually come and really enjoy, try to interact with the fans a good bit.  The fans in Oz are 
always great.  Yeah, actually just to try and have a really good week within what we do.  
We've kind of started it the right way, had a couple of days really enjoying the local area 
around Perth, and then kind of back to business again yesterday and today and getting used 
to the golf course for tomorrow. 
 
Yeah, I think it was part the reason we've come down here, because of the format and 
because of where it is, and obviously where we're at within our game to come and really 
enjoy what is a very different week. 
 
Q.  Roger Federer had a good start to the year, do you hope a little bit of that luck 
might rub off on you? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Yeah, it's always nice.  He's awesome, isn't he?  Yeah, to see him 
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come down here, hopefully they bring us some good luck. 
 
Q.  We heard from Lee and Rummy yesterday about being mic'd up while playing.  Is 
that something you've been approached about, is it something you welcome in 
playing golf? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  I think within golf, again, if you're going to change formats and have 
some different innovations in there, it gives the people at home watching a bit of insight.  
When I was off over the winter and I watched golf, obviously you hear the same 
commentators week in and week out giving their thoughts on what's going on.  What better 
way to actually listen in on what someone's thinking than the player themselves actually 
speaking about it.   
 
Whether or not mic'ing me up at midday would be certifiably friendly for children to watch, I 
don't really know, so might have to be after the watershed time.  I think it's a great idea to 
really get more of an insight on -- I don't know exactly how it's going to go, if it's going to be 
really mic'd up properly so they can hear the conversation between Billy and Lee, for 
example, or Rummy and Ronnie, and if that is the case, then it will just give a really good 
insight into what the guys are thinking, where the wind's at, how far it is, how far they think 
it's playing, this, that and the other.  It gives you a little bit of a look into how a golfer thinks 
on a golf course.  I think it's great. 
 
Q.  How much are you looking forward to getting back to Augusta not with all the 
extra sort of (inaudible) from last year and everything like that, is that something you 
can really soak in and really enjoy this year? 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Yeah, I think so.  It was always a bit dubious again depending on how 
the shoulder is, if we were going to be fully fit with how things are.  Hopefully we're going to 
go back there and hopefully we'll have enough rounds and enough tournaments under our 
belt to actually go and enjoy, yes, being back there, but actually enjoy knuckling down and 
competing again.   
 
It's obviously a very special place for me and for a lot of people there.  So yeah, to actually 
be able to go there this year and kind of get on with my business and be at the champions 
dinner that Sergio's going to be hosting and actually kind of see what I did last year, how 
someone else does it and how it all goes.   
 
Yeah, my game wasn't in great shape when I went there last year, so I really tried to make 
sure the week I had was a memorable one in terms of not many times you're going to get to 
go and defend at Augusta.  Yeah, hopefully this year I'm going to go back, we can go and 
get our workouts back on. 
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Thank you so much for joining us and best of luck this week. 
 
DANNY WILLETT:  Thank you. 


