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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
6 February 2018 
 
LEE WESTWOOD 
 
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Lee, welcome to Perth, thanks for joining us here at the ISPS Handa 
World Super 6 Perth.  Can you tell us a little bit about how it is that you decided to come and 
play here?  
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Well, it's been a while since I've been down in Australia.  I think it was a 
couple years ago I played the Australian Open, and I've always enjoyed coming down here.  
I've been coming down here since 1994 I think the first time.  Just a great place to come and 
play, especially this time of year when the weather's miserable at home.  It's a nice run of 
four tournaments for me to start the year, with Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Malaysia and then here.   
 
Obviously I heard a lot about the format as well, sounds like an interesting format.  I do well 
at stroke play and match play, so it's nice to see somebody use their initiative and combine 
the two.  I watched a little bit on TV last year and it looks like an exciting format.  Lake 
Karrinyup's a great golf course.  I like the old traditional-style golf courses, tree-lined and 
great bunkering and lovely greens.  Just seems a perfect fit.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  While you're here in Perth, is it all work or will you manage to get out 
and check out some of the city?   
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, I'll probably go out and check out some of the city, yeah.  We 
went down to Victoria Quay yesterday, and then might end up at the casinos, not very sort of 
Australian, I suppose you can get a casino anywhere, but yeah I'll try to take in some of the 
sights.    
 
Q.  Lee, obviously you're (inaudible) over the years, it's been absolutely brilliant, you 
must be very, very comfortable coming into this site? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, I've started to play better as the three weeks and four weeks 
have gone on.  I know I'm going to take a bit of getting going.  I played well last week.  Very 
hard to hold putts on the greens, they weren't the best, but I shot 10 under just purely hitting 
it close on Friday, which is my best round for quite some time.   
 
Like you said, I ended up finishing 11th and I'm looking forward to playing this week and 
trying to improve on that result.  It seems like quite a fast format this week.  I think it's a 
format where you sort of got to adopt a more aggressive approach.  It's no good edging your 
way in, I think you've got to come out as fast as you can and obviously make the cut on 
Friday night, but then getting in that top 24, so you might as well be aggressive and go for 
everything.  I like the quickness of the six-hole match play, that's once again fast and 
furious, and you want to get off to a fast start in that, too, so I'll try and make that my 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

approach. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  I haven't been out there yet, no. 
 
Q.  If you do want to be aggressive, do you have to go and have a (inaudible)?  
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, it helps to know the golf course.  I played it quite a few years ago 
now in the Johnnie Walker, it was '03 or '02 when Retief won.  I think part of judging whether 
to be aggressive or not is, you know, it's one of these golf courses where you don't 
short-side yourself and get in a place where you can't get up and down and make silly 
mistakes.  So it's a fine line as to when to be aggressive and when to back off and play to 
the middle of the greens.  And obviously the better you know the golf course, the more 
chance you get to look at it, the easier it is to make a game plan and work that all out really. 
 
Q.  How much mentally will that play a part in this tournament, what you said about 
(inaudible)? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  I think match play is a more mental game than stroke play, so mentally 
you have to be sharp and on your game for certainly the match play stages.  But like I said, 
it's just so fast and furious, six holes, that you probably won't have that much time to think.  
So it's just a case of coming out and hitting good shots early on and making putts and 
getting up and getting the momentum, I think, more than anything. 
 
Q.  Players are going to be mic'd, so are you going to be one of them and what do you 
think of that concept?  
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Hopefully, I think it's a good idea.  I think in the days of social media 
and all this interactive stuff that, you know, people like to hear from the players as they're 
playing.  It's not a real problem.  I don't swear too much on the golf course, so you won't 
have to have your finger on the bleep button with me too much.  I know some people don't 
like to be mic'd, they feel like it gets in the way and is intruding on the way they think their 
way around the golf course, but it doesn't really bother me.  I've been interviewed on the golf 
course in the past.  As long as the mic and the pack doesn't get in the way, which I don't 
think it will, then I think it's a great initiative and it's great for the fans at home to be kind of 
right there on the spot as we're actually playing rather than, you know, hearing the politically 
correct drivel that we all come out with at the end of the round.  You're bound to get a bit 
more emotion and spontaneity out on the golf course rather than the rehearsed for the 
sponsors and stuff like that. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  No, it's my 25th year on Tour, I'm used to all that now.  You know, it's 
nice to come to a tournament where you're expected to do well.  That's just part of the job.  
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It's no added pressure.  It's nice to be out there and seeing your face on the signs. 
 
Q.  You're one of the best players who hasn't won a major.  How does that sit with you 
(inaudible)?  
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  I'm not too bothered about it.  I have played well in the major 
championships and finished top 3 in all of them without winning one.  There's been various 
reasons for not winning one.  I've done the wrong thing at the wrong times when I've been in 
contention, but I've done what I thought was the right thing at the right times as well, and 
what I thought was the right thing at that moment and somebody else has just done 
something a little bit better.  I've tried to do the right thing at the right times and always do 
my best in that situation, that's just about all you can do really. 
 
Q.  Is that something that still burns within you, to get that major, or do you feel that 
maybe time's passed you by? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  No, I still feel fit and strong, I still hit it far enough to contend in 
tournaments, so there's no reason why not.  I'm not in the Masters yet, unfortunately, or the 
U.S. Open, but I'm in The Open Championship and PGA this year.  So I've been trying to get 
back in the top 50 of the world to get in the other two major championships because 
obviously if you're not in, you can't win them.  But no, I finished second, what, two Masters 
ago, so still feel like I've got a chance. 
 
Q.  Your putting let you down last week and you were frustrated.  
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  I think everybody looked frustrated on those.  
 
Q.  Is it something you put behind you for this week? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, I putted quite well.  I started on the lines, I actually putted well, 
just the greens weren't rolling well at all.  I think like even the lad that won it, he was 5 under 
after two rounds so he was probably feeling that he wasn't making anything, and then all of a 
sudden it just turns around and he made a few on the weekend and he shot 16 under.  I 
think that was -- there was a lot of frustration on everybody's faces last week with the 
greens. 
 
Q.  Lee, you talk about the fast start in stroke play and match play.  How much of a 
change in mindset is it from a Saturday to a Sunday?  
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  You have to have a bit more of a changing mindset.  In a 72-hole stroke 
play tournament, if you're in there and in contention, the last day still feels like a bit of a 
sprint.  You can't just plug your way around in tournaments anymore, it seems, and back 
your way into a win.  You have to come out and play aggressively and try and make as 
many birdies as you can because the whole field is trying to do that, as you saw last week 
with the lad that came out and shot 62 to win.  You're having to shoot 20, 21, 22 under to 
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win tournaments.  You can't just kind of edge your way around and back into it. 
 
But obviously with it being a short format of six holes and if you don't win you're out, you're 
going to have to be of a different mindset, be much more aggressive than you would do 
normally.  But also match play, part of the key to that is not giving holes away, so you don't 
want to, like I said earlier, short-side yourself or maybe knock it past and three-putt.  You 
don't want to be giving holes away, that makes it much more difficult. 
 
Q.  Does it become a bit of a mental battle for you in match play? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Well, certainly one on one, you're just trying to beat the guy in front of 
you.  There might be an opportunity to two-putt for a win and then you take it, but I think if 
you go out and be aggressive and just try and basically birdie every hole, then you're going 
to be a difficult person to beat in this format.  You might come up against somebody that's 
really hot and they might birdie the first four holes and then it's all over.  So you just never 
know.  You need a little bit of luck in this format. 
 
Q.  It's just been announced you're an ISPS ambassador.  What does that mean to you 
as an ambassador? 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Yeah, it's great.  I was asked to be an ambassador a couple of weeks 
ago now, and I think any sort of initiatives that involve disabilities, or like today the people 
are visually impaired, I've done stuff before where I've been put in a blindfold.  I did it in 
Ireland and I think I've done it down here in Australia before as well.  It's a real humbling 
experience and it makes you appreciate what those people go through, the drive they have 
to play the game that we all love.  Obviously with golf, your sight is probably your main 
sense for playing golf.  You take that away or take it away by quite a significant -- you know, 
they have slight vision but still no way enough, and it's great that they can get out on the golf 
course and compete and enjoy themselves and feel the pureness of a strike.  Like all of us, 
you hit that one good shot and that will make them come back, and they end up doing that.  I 
think a lot of the guys take their golf very seriously and compete.  It's nice that people help 
them with the lining up as well, so I think ISPS Handa, people like that do a great job trying 
to get people more involved. 
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Do we have any final questions?  Thanks so much for your time today, 
Lee, and best of luck with the tournament. 
 
LEE WESTWOOD:  Thank you. 
  


