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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
6 February 2018 
 
BRETT RUMFORD 
 
 
Q.  Brett, welcome back, defending champion.  How are you feeling? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  I feel good.  Just played a couple of nine holes the last couple of days.  
The golf course is looking great.  Wind's up, which is good, makes for an interesting test of 
golf, I think.  I just had the last week off, so I'm good to go. 
 
Q.  And obviously the winner of the inaugural event in that format.  Are you liking the 
format again this year?    
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, I think so.  There's been some changes to the front nine, but all 
the match play's on the back so essentially we've got the same golf course as last year in 
the same conditions.  So yeah, the format's -- it's a different one, it's interesting.  It's quite 
physically demanding as well as mentally when you're trying to play for a championship, so 
it's quite a unique tournament in that respect.  But last year was definitely a challenge.  It 
was great to overcome it and take my first win in my home state, so it would be great to 
replicate it. 
 
Q.  What do you think of the holes that they're using for the Shootout on Sunday? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, it will be different, so it's good that it's all out in this nine.  I think 
it will be a bit easier I think for spectators, less buggy rides, one less buggy ride anyway.  
But I think this golf course, whatever combination you use, they're all great holes.  They're all 
great match play holes, they're all birdiable, and there's lots of troubles always that lurk 
amongst every hole, so I think they picked some great holes.  And yeah, obviously just 
depending on setup on Sunday will determine how hard they play. 
 
Q.  Brett, you were so dominant last year, do you feel like you're going to be the 
hunted? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Not really, no.  Match play's one of those things, it's just qualifying first.  
Just like last year, you've got to finish top 24.  Ultimately finishing inside that top 8 is ideal, 
but outside of that you've just got to get your foot in the door.  And once the match play 
rounds again, it's a bit like tennis; you're not playing 154 other players all of a sudden, you're 
just playing five rounds and you've got a championship.  And it's five individual players as 
well, so you've just got to take one match at a time, one player at a time and just chip away 
at it.  But there's no real, yeah, I don't think there's -- I'm not taking anything from last year.  I 
played great golf, and if I can replicate what I did last year in terms of my form coming into 
this event, then I'll give myself another good chance of winning. 
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Q.  You sort of flew under the radar on the way in last year, not so this year.  How 
different does it feel for you? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, it feels the same pretty much.  Yeah, sure, after missing my 
card last year there was definitely a greater incentive to win this week.  But there's winning, 
there's also winning in front of your home state as well that put greater pressure on me as 
well, so there's a lot of factors that I was really proud of for winning last year.  So this year I 
feel as though there's definitely a bit more pressure off the shoulders and yeah, just go out 
and just play.  Hopefully, my best golf can prevail again. 
 
Q.  Will you be mic'd up during play? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  That's an option and that's an option I'm happy to actually get mic'd up.  
And yeah, it's different, it's unique and I think Keith Pelley along with the European Tour, 
that's exactly what we're trying to achieve I think with these events and others throughout 
the year is just create a bit of difference and obviously just create a bit more of a spectacle 
as well for the viewers. 
 
Q.  Do you think that's a thing that helps grow the game? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Who knows?  Last year it was really just wait and see really.  I think we 
had some really good feedback and I think we just have to wait and see, tune into the 
coverage and check the numbers after this week.  I know that last year got tremendous 
interest just with the different format, just to see how it would go, and I think it was a huge 
success.  I don't overdoing it is the way to go, but I think having certain events at certain 
times of the year that are a little bit different, a little bit outside the box as well and not just 
your status 72-hole stroke play events is a good thing. 
 
Q.  How do you reflect on your year last year because obviously it was an amazing 
start to get your Tour card back? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yeah, definitely, it was a great start to the year.  Played fantastically 
and just had a little bit of a flat spot through the middle, played okay towards the end.  But 
that wasn't my most consistent year, which this year I'm just looking forward, just trying to 
tighten up on that aspect and just trying to get my driver a little more consistent than what it 
was last year. 
 
Q.  In terms of world rankings, what sort of goals have you set yourself? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Definitely, they're always there, aren't they?  I mean, winning takes 
care of that.  Obviously winning again this year, and then obviously with the world ranking 
points into the World Match Play, and obviously the PGA's always a good milestone as well.  
No matter what your number the world ranking points, these days you can actually get 
yourself up there very, very quickly and you can also fall out very quickly.  If you have a 
good run of events, then the World Match Play and then also top 100 is the PGA 
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Championship later on in the year as well, so that's my goals for now. 
 
Q.  What do you make of the field overall, Brett? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  It's a great field this week.  Got a lot of great players.  Obviously Beef 
with a late call-up there, he's coming down to play, which is great news and he's one hell of 
a player.  Obviously Lee Westwood, Danny Willet, they're household names so they're 
always a threat.  But every player in this event, once the match play begins, is a threat.  Six 
holes match play, if you get off to a slow start or someone gets off to a fast start, which every 
single player in this field is capable of doing, then you're on the back foot, so everyone's a 
threat this week with the format. 
 
Q.  What's it like walking back here as the defending champion?  How's it feel, how do 
the people react when they see you and things like that? 
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  I think pretty much it's your name goes from Rummy to defending 
champion.  Everyone just seems to give you that title for the week, which is pretty cool.  But 
yeah, maybe they're just trying to put a bit more pressure on me, but it feels good.  It's 
always nice coming back to defend a title.  Unfortunately, I haven't done it enough in my 
career. 
 
Q.  What's your schedule looking like for this year, Brett?  You won the Order of Merit 
last year on the Australasian Tour and so you've got some big WGC events coming 
up.  
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Yes, correct.  It's still same old same old really from the European 
Tour side.  Back to Europe and obviously playing a fairly busy schedule, but obviously with 
the WGC, The Open Championship and the HSBC at the end of the year, there's some 
great events that I got into.  So it's really just focusing on the European Tour and obviously 
the Race to Dubai first and foremost.  Yeah, just looking to just have a good year all around, 
and this game, it's a crazy game.  Winning opens up doors and you've got a fairly cemented 
schedule, but playing well and winning changes that dramatically.  I'm just playing it as it 
comes. 
 
Q.  There's quite a lot of Brits here this week.  Did you have a bit of fun with them 
during The Ashes series?   
 
BRETT RUMFORD:  Of course, yes.  That's pretty much all done.  Unfortunately, if it's a bit 
more of a closer ashes, it's a bit more -- it's a heartfelt ribbing, but for the fact that it was all 
over and we gave them a fairly good dusting, it's a bit of a nonevent really.  But it's been fun 
though, it's been good. 
  


