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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
February 18, 2018 
 
BUBBA WATSON  ( -12)   
 
 
Q.  A great win, you're a three-time winner in the City of Angels.  How does that 
sound? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  It's unbelievable.  To do it twice was amazing, and then have a chance 
on the back nine on Sunday to do it again and then pull it off, very special.  I'm not sure how 
many people have won three times here, but I'll take it. 
 
Q.  I think it's Arnie, you're in good company.  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Well, there you go. 
 
Q.  14, that bunker shot, you were short-sided, you had a little up-slope.  Was that the 
momentum keeper or builder that you needed? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  No, I think the pars before that, those putts that I had to make.  Made 
one on 11, made one on 12, 13, and then to hole the bunker shot obviously to keep it going, 
keep the momentum going and to give me a boost of a couple-shot lead obviously helps 
pretty good. 
 
Q.  This is your 10th PGA win, Bubba.  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yes, it is.  I'm pretty excited about that. 
 
Q.  You told us you were going to retire after 10.  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I don't know if I was going to retire, let's don't start putting words out 
there.  I said I could, I'll definitely think about it.  You know, but now we'll change the goal.  
Somehow I got to 10.  We never thought I'd get to 10, let's be honest, and somehow here we 
are with No. 10. 
 
Q.  Congratulations, third time here, 10th win on the PGA TOUR.  What are the 
emotions right now to win again at Hogan's Alley?  Maybe it's Bubba's Alley now? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Let's don't go that far.  You know what, it's overwhelming.  Where I was 
a year and a half ago to a year ago, my team around me kept saying six months from now, 
let's look at six months from now.  This was two years ago.  So every six months we look at 
it.  Okay, we're better than we were before, we're better than we were before, just kept 
going.  Like I said, start of the year my trend was going in the right direction, ball-striking was 
coming back, so we thought something special was coming.  The special was also a top-5.  
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It's one of those things where I made the putts on the back nine to give me a little lead. 
 
Q.  I was going to say, the two seven-footers at 12 and 13 and the hole-out from the 
bunker at 14, that was like the key to that back nine? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  You know, my little secret there was Cameron was telling me where the 
bathroom was, it was on the next tee.  He said, "Well, we've got a couple shots and then you 
can just go to the bathroom if you can wait."  I said, "Nah, I'm just going to hole it and then 
go straight to the bathroom."  Then I holed it and I was like umm, I guess I can go to the 
bathroom.  So it was our little joke.  He probably didn't like it as much as I did, but it was 
pretty funny at the time. 
 
Q.  Did all this week all the other things you did including playing that Celebrity 
All-Star Game Friday night, did that help you coming into the weekend? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I mean, it probably did, it loosened me up.  I was so focused on other 
things I didn't have time to focus on where I stood going into this week. 
 
Q.  Bubba, we talked about how difficult last year was for you.  You came here outside 
the Top 100 in the official World Golf ranking, but your performance this week, how 
much belief did you restore in yourself? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  You know, it was when I started the year, I started in January when I 
played CareerBuilder, my ball-striking was coming around.  I actually had the flu at 
CareerBuilder and had to get a, whatever those things are, an exemption to take some 
medicine.  But my ball-striking was still there and then my ball-striking's been there the last 
couple weeks, and this week I made a couple putts, made a couple chips and here we are 
talking to you. 
 
Q.  The back nine you took command of this tournament. 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I wouldn't say command.  Command is a strong word. 
 
Q.  Well, it was -- 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I was nervous all the way through, that's why I didn't eat, because I 
would have thrown up. 
 
Q.  The hole-out on 14, did that ignite everything for you? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  You know, it was the shot on -- the putt on -- first of all, the par on 10.  I 
struggle on No. 10.  Then make the putt give or take 12 feet on 11, eight, seven feet on 12, 
and the same thing on 13.  Then to hole the bunker shot.  So those four, five holes in a row 
were what kept me going and kept me focused and saw that the other guys are struggling.  
Not struggling but just not making birdies. 
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Q.  Finally, 2014 you won here and you went on to win the Masters.  With this victory, 
how optimistic are you not only going to Augusta but also the meat of the major 
championship season? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I'm looking forward to it.  Like I said, I was trending, I'm trending in the 
right direction and hopefully I can scare that Top 100 again.  I didn't know where I was in the 
world.  It's funny because anytime you go to the Masters you're like a kid in the candy store.  
Like Fred Couples, every time Fred Couples shows up, we see his name up there.  So no 
matter where I am, I always feel like I have a chance at Augusta because it's always in 
perfect shape and you get excited around that place. 
  


