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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
February 18, 2018 
 
BUBBA WATSON  ( -12)   
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome the 2018 Genesis Open champion for the 
third time, Bubba, in '14, '16 and now '18, so there's nice symmetry there.  Just a couple of 
notes, that is your 10th PGA TOUR victory and you have made a significant jump in the 
FedExCup points from 166 to 18. 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yes. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just talk about what you're feeling and how that day was for you today.  
That was a pretty exciting finish. 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  My feeling is I can't believe it.  You know, the hard work, the dedication, 
the drive, the tears knowing that I won -- these microphones are awesome.  Work on that for 
next year, boys. 
 
No, it's one of those things that's absolutely amazing.  I can't -- the way I putted the front 
nine, I just felt like the greens are going to be faster.  They weren't, so I had a couple of 
three-putts even though one was just off the green, doesn't count as a three-putt.  I just kept 
fighting and knew that I could do it if I just keep my head down and keep focused on the job. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We'll take some questions. 
 
Q.  Two things, Bubba.  If you can just go through that stretch of two really important 
putts on 12 and 13 before you get to the bunker shot that somebody called. 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Well, first of all, let's go to 11.  Got up and down out of the bunker for 
birdie.  It was about 12 foot give or take.  Make the story better, make it 15.  Then 12 I made 
the putt, 13 I made the putt, and then holed the bunker shot, so those holes in a row.   
 
No. 10, I still don't know how to play No. 10 so par on that hole is a birdie for me.  So there's 
five holes in a row I'm guessing were humungous holes because it's back into the wind and 
somehow I played those holes under par. 
 
Q.  14, the bunker shot? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I holed it. 
 
Q.  The bunker shot?   
 
BUBBA WATSON:  It was just a bunker shot, no big deal.  What do you want to know about 
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the bunker shot? 
 
Q.  Exaggerate, do something.  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Well, I already told my story once.  I asked Cameron, where's the 
bathroom, and he said, on the next tee there's one.  He said, give yourself a couple -- you 
know, if you can wait a couple more shots, then you can go to the bathroom to go pee.  I 
said so now I'm just going to hole it and go to the bathroom, and then I holed it, so I'm like 
oh, my gosh, I guess I've got to go to the bathroom now.  I don't want to be a liar.  These 
young kids, he'd have called me a liar so I had to do that.  
 
Q.  This has come up quite a bit this week, you've been through a lot in the last year.  
We used to talk about your weight loss, you talked about it in New Orleans last year 
about eating better, but you also mentioned something else.  Can you just kind of fill 
us in what you were going through?  Was there a disease or anything last year or just 
straight weight loss? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  No, I had some issue, some medical issues, but nothing -- I mean 
nothing worse than a paper cut, you know?  It was nothing, it's nothing. 
 
Q.  Anything you can -- 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Nope. 
 
Q.  -- choose to --   
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Nope. 
 
Q.  Kind of like the bunker shot on 14? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Nope. 
 
Q.  Did you think -- 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Let me move my trophy for a second. 
 
Q.  Thank you very much.  Did you think going into this round that 69, 2 under, would 
be enough or would you have expected more pressure from below? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Well, no, I've always wanted better, but knowing that the wind was 
supposed to pick up, the back nine's going to be tough.  It's pressure.  Sunday afternoon 
pressure, it's tough for everybody.  At one time I was 1 over and I somehow shot 2 under.  
It's just the pressure gets to everybody.  And you never know on the PGA Tour, right?  
These guys are good but at the same time the ground staff makes a tricky golf course, put 
the pins in the tough places, make it tough for us.  And then when the wind comes in a 
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certain direction or it fluctuates like it felt like it was doing the last few days, it just makes it 
tough for everybody.  It's tough to make birdies. 
 
Q.  How much of a difference did it make after that bunker shot to be up by two rather 
than just one? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  That part doesn't matter to me.  If I would have known I was going to 
shoot 1 under the rest of the holes, I would have been happy with it.  But I didn't know that, I 
was still nervous as can be on every shot.  Obviously a two-shot advantage is better than a 
one-shot.  You know, I was trying to use all five of my shots on 18 to get a trophy.  And I'll be 
honest, I aimed it somewhere to the right of the hole on 18.  I was trying to lag it, I wasn't 
trying to make it.  Just tap it in real fast to win.  Could care less about winning by two or one. 
 
Q.  Bubba, the tears started coming down on 18 after you had clinched.  What was 
going through your mind at that moment? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  The last two years, if you think about it, let's go back -- even back to the 
Ryder Cup, I was seventh in the world, didn't get picked for the Ryder Cup, which I shouldn't 
have.  Ryan Moore played unbelievable for the Playoffs.  It was a thrill of a lifetime to be vice 
captain.  I would do it in a heartbeat again if someone would let me.   
 
So from that downfall of the letdown of not making the team and then to get sick, to lose all 
this weight, just family drama of my son starting school, my wife having surgery, five screws 
and a small plate in her leg, just all these things added in, never knowing if you're going to 
make it again.  You don't know.  We can't predict what health is going to come around the 
corner or what's going to happen around the corner.  So you never know if that was going to 
be the last time.  You don't want it to be because I'm an athlete, I want it to keep going.  The 
emotion was just that, like wow, I still have a chance in this game, so it was very emotional.  
My family's not here, they're away, and it was just everything coming together and staying 
steady in the growth of where we were heading. 
 
Q.  You had mentioned retirement, that you pondered that a couple times over the 
past year.  How close were you to actual retirement?  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I was close.  My wife was not close.  My wife told me -- my wife 
basically told me to quit whining and play golf.  She's a lot tougher than I am.  I get a paper 
cut and I'm out for a week or so. 
 
So yeah, for me it was tough.  I mean, talking to Teddy, we're 12 years.  My team, Pro Sport 
Management.  My friends, my close friends, my dear friends.  I would rather be healthy than 
play golf, so that's what I was focusing on, and I was focusing on the wrong things.  Pitiful 
me and not how beautiful my life was, things like that.  So that's the short answer for all that.  
All the emotion and everything. 
 
Q.  Aaron Baddeley said he gave you a putting lesson this week? 
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BUBBA WATSON:  Who? 
 
Q.  Aaron Baddeley.  Can you elaborate on the content of that and how helpful it 
might have been? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, it was the worst putting lesson I ever heard in my life.  It worked 
because I used it.  I gave him -- did he tell you I gave him a driving lesson? 
 
Q.  Putting. 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, but I gave him a driving lesson.  We switched off.  I told him to hit 
more fairways and hit it further.  So he told me, he said how do you play golf.  He goes, how 
do you hit a fade?  I said I aim it right and think fade.  How do you hit a draw?  I aim it left 
and think draw.  He said, how do you putt?  I said I don't know.  He said, well, aim it to the 
right when it breaks to the left, aim it to the left when it breaks to the right, exactly how you 
imagine your golf ball in the fairway or off the tee, however you imagine it, so imagine it that 
way.  It's what I did my whole career until lately when everybody tells me my putting's awful, 
so finally it made sense. 
 
Q.  Was it helpful? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I mean, no, but I'm going to tell him yes because I'm a good friend. 
 
Q.  Bubba, talking retirement, you had said -- 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I'm not going to retire.  I've got two more years guaranteed now so I'm 
going to last two more at least.   
 
Q.  Your goal was 10 career --   
 
BUBBA WATSON:  And I'm going to be at Augusta until they kick me out.   
 
Q.  This is No. 10.  What's the new goal? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I don't know.  I've been talking to you guys the whole time, I haven't 
been able to set one yet.  But I'll let you know.  No, I won't.  When I'm ready.   
 
The goal is to -- you've got to remember, my goal was very simple, make the PGA TOUR.  
When you get to the PGA TOUR, you want to win.  But this day and age, we sometimes 
forget, we forget how great these players are.  This day and age, to get 10 wins on the PGA 
TOUR, the greatest tour in the world, people from all over the world are trying to get on this 
tour, double digit wins?  I don't know about you guys, but I am thrilled.  I never thought I 
could get there.  So you try to set something that you never think you can get to.  And if I got 
to it, that's my Hall of Fame.  If you all vote me in or don't vote me in, I could care less.  That 
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doesn't matter to me, I got my 10 wins.  Nobody thought that Bubba Watson from Bagdad, 
Florida, would ever get to 10 wins, let's be honest.  Without lessons, head case, hooking the 
ball, slicing the ball, can't putt, you know?  Somehow we're here making fun of it.  So yes, 
I've got to set a new goal. 
 
Q.  You're talking about 14.  Can you talk about the second shot on 7? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  What was 7?  Oh, man, that was easy, just wide open shot.  Oh, man, I 
hooked a 2-iron off the tee because they both went to their right, our left, I mean.  So I was 
like, you know, in the head you think don't go that way.  So I pulled it, drew it a little bit, hit it 
into the -- I'm going to call it hay.  I don't know what kind of grass it is.  The tree with no 
leaves on it, I don't know, I call them gray trees.   
 
So I had a gap in between two big limbs and we went with a pitching wedge.  It was only like 
128 yards, I don't know, so I went with pitching wedge because it's less loft.  So when the 
ball's that far above my feet, it's less loft.  When I say less loft, less loft than the club I'd use 
from the fairway so it wouldn't hook it as much.  So I just hit it and it came out perfect and 
went on the back -- landed on the green and rolled to the back.  It was a pretty simple shot 
when you think about it, two feet, three feet above me and hit a pitching wedge trying to slice 
it above that slope in high rough and a tree to go through.  Pretty simple. 
 
Q.  Do you enjoy those shots the most? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Oh, my gosh, they're so much fun to pull them off.  There's some shots 
that nobody's ever seen on TV and stuff that I would say are my top-5 that nobody's ever 
seen.  The fans that were around, they can't remember, but me and Teddy can remember 
them.  Yeah, it's one of those shots where all the craziness that's happened the last few 
holes I forgot about it.  But yeah, I mean it was pretty -- it's a pretty sick shot as you might 
say. 
 
Q.  Bubba, you've talked about the physical stuff you've been through.  How 
instrumental was the change that you made to the ball in getting you back to this 
position? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  That has nothing to do with the physical part.  I change equipment all 
the time.  I'm not using the same metal irons and I got a new G400 low spin driver that I've 
been using for the last six months or so.  So the equipment is not the problem.   
 
I got down to low 60s in weight, 160s in weight.  My ball speed, my swing, everything 
changed, right?  And so now we're back healthy, we're back getting some weight and 
working out and doing the right things and that's what's changing it.  Mentally and physically, 
the changes is more than -- we're all good enough, we can use any equipment.  I choose 
Ping because it's the best. 
 
Q.  Bubba, Phil before he left was asked why he thinks you have such success around 
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here, and he mentioned the fact that you can work the ball so dramatically from both 
sides, particularly thought it was effective today with the pin placements.  Do you feel 
that was a real advantage for you or has it been all week? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, around here it's all about visualization.  That was a big word.  It's 
all about seeing your shots, using your imagination.  You know, today on 11, Cantlay hit a 
shot, he laid it, I mean, six -- from us in the fairway it looked like it hit six inches short of the 
green, bounces up pin high for eagle.   
 
Yesterday I landed it three feet short of the green more on the up-slope with a 5-iron, a bullet 
5-iron rope hooking 20 yards, and it bounced backyards three feet.   
 
The golf course, you just don't know what you're going to get because of the grass and the 
way, the little humps and bumps are.  Yeah, the imagination is huge around here.  It's so 
much fun.  This golf course, they don't change it, they haven't changed it since I've been 
around, so it's a blast every year we come here and I get to create shots.  You know, out of 
all the times I've been here, I've only been successful a few times, so it's worked out in my 
favor because I can be creative.  Same thing at Augusta, you can be creative and use your 
imagination.   
 
So again, I've been successful around that place in my short span on Tour.  I'm guessing 
that's what Phil's saying, because I do, I love it, I cherish the moment I can hit shots.  I hit a 
bunch of rope hooks today coming down the stretch, too, because of into the wind and trying 
to get the ball to the holes, certain pin locations. 
 
Q.  Bubba, two things, when you talk about the illness --   
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I'm not talking about the illness no more, it's no big deal.  I'm here, I'm 
healthy.  There are people that are a lot sicker than me in this world, so the illness is 
nothing. 
 
Q.  How did you get better? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  What do you mean how did I get better?  I got better.  I started eating 
better, I started doing things, got away from the stress.  That's it, simple math. 
 
Q.  Second thing, you've won here three times now, Augusta twice obviously.  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Travelers twice. 
 
Q.  Ben Hogan also -- 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Throw Travelers in there. 
 
Q.  -- had also done that.  What goes through your mind when you hear that? 
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BUBBA WATSON:  Nothing.  I mean, I'm not -- I'm not compared to anybody.  I'm the first 
and I'm the only Bubba Watson.  I'm never going to compete with any of those guys with any 
titles, any records, anything.  I just enjoy playing the game of golf and I love putting trophies 
in my trophy case, so that's the only thing I think of.  It's just that I came closer to my goal 
and I reached my goal now, so it's been a blast. 
 
Q.  Of your three victories here, which one was the most significant for you and why? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  This one because it might be my last win ever. 
 
Q.  Oh, Bubba.  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  You just never know.  If you can predict that, let me know and then I'll 
set my goal to where you say my prediction's going to be.  We don't know, we never know 
what's going to happen.  I hate to say it, but look at the tragedy we all mourn about with Bill 
Haas.  You don't know what's going to happen, and if you do, you're very lucky you get to 
know what's going to happen.  We don't know what's going to happen with Bubba Watson.  
We don't know if I'm ever going to win again, if I'm going to win 100 times, we just don't 
know.  I cherish this one because it's my latest and my greatest.  
 
Q.  Did you know this gets you in Mexico a few weeks and Match Play and all that 
good stuff?   
 
BUBBA WATSON:  No, I was scheduled not to play Mexico.  I'm guessing now I'm going to 
have a lot of phone calls that say I should get to Mexico.  So it gets me in Mexico and what 
else?  
 
Q.  Match Play.   
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Well, I don't know where I'm going to be. 
 
Q.  You're going to be like 41.  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Oh, perfect.  So I'll take the rest of the week off so I can stay there. 
 
Q.  A couple things, one about your game and one unfortunately about your head.  
When you're going through stuff last year and -- 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yes, weight loss. 
 
Q.  -- and your golf's not good, did you ever get away from your style of play, which is 
completely feel and never get too technical? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, for sure.  Like I've mentioned a few times this week, the physical 
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side is one thing, right?  You get sick, I've had the flu, lost weight.  I had the flu at 
CareerBuilder and I had to take one of those -- I had to get one of those special permissions 
to take a steroid, just get me to play golf.   
 
So when you look at that, it takes away confidence.  You know, when you don't have the 
strength to hit the shots that you want to hit that you could see that you can't produce, it's 
kind of like old age, I guess.  I haven't got completely there yet, but at some point my 7-iron's 
going to go a lot shorter than it used to.  So having the strength not be there takes away the 
confidence.  When you have the confidence that this is the right shot, this is the right thing at 
this moment, you're going to swing it better, you're going to hit it better, you're going to have 
full trust in that shot and that motion.   
 
And if you noticed the start of this year, because my strength is up, I've hit more hooks 
because to hit hooks like that, you've got to have some power into the ball, impact into the 
ball.  So I didn't have that.  20 pounds of muscle, fat, it doesn't matter what it is, it's 
20 pounds of loss.  And it could have been more than that, we're just making it round 
numbers.  So that just takes away the power, your ball speed goes down 10 miles an hour or 
whatever.  I'm making up numbers, but it changes everything and it takes away from your 
confidence.  When you stop having confidence, then these guys are going to pass you real 
fast. 
 
Q.  Along those lines then, everyone's got doubts in this game -- 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Has the All-Star Game started yet? 
 
Q.  5:00.  The level of doubt you had about winning again, contending again, how 
would you compare with other parts in your career, do you think? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Oh, I was at the lowest.  My whole life, I was probably at the lowest 
when it comes to golf.  Not lowest in my life but lowest in the career of golf, yes.  It was the 
lowest point I've ever been at in the game of golf. 
 
Q.  Was there one specific time last year that you remember? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, every time I hit a bad shot, every time I missed a cut, every time I 
missed a putt.  I'm a golfer so I complain a lot.   
 
No, there's not one point that sticks out, I can't pick out a point the whole year.  The last year 
and a half, almost two years give or take it's been a struggle because I want to be at the top.  
I was top-10 in the world for a few years there it feels like, and so not being there, you feel 
like, is this it, is this my old man moment where I can't play golf again, you know?  Get up in 
the booth, I guess, talk about, oh, he missed that putt. 
 
Q.  Even before you chipped in on 14, what was your confidence level like in winning 
this tournament? 
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BUBBA WATSON:  When I made the putt, he missed -- at the time I wasn't looking at 
anybody else, I was looking at my playing partner.  He had a chance to make eagle, I think 
that might have got him to I'll say 11 under.  I don't know where we were at the time.  But I 
know if I make my birdie putt and he misses, which he did, if I make it, I'm still one back of 
him so I knew I still had a chance.  So I was watching him, I wasn't watching anybody else.   
 
Then when I made the putt, saw what he did and how he had to chip sideways out of the 
bunker, knew he was going to two-putt or thought he was going to two-putt, making that putt, 
I mean I started fist pumping there because I knew that's a big putt.  I knew how challenging 
the next few holes into the wind are going to be.   
 
Then I made the next one.  I thought I hit a beautiful shot into 13 but came up short.  Then to 
make that seven-footer whatever, it's just confidence builders.  So at that moment I knew 
there was a shot.  Doesn't mean I'm going to win, but it means I'm still in the ballgame, putt 
on 11, putt on 12, putt on 13, that's when the leaderboard started being on pretty much 
every hole.    
 
So you could see that nobody was taking charge, that I was right there.  Then when I holed 
the bunker shot I knew that I took the lead there and I didn't know where I was at, I just knew 
I was leading.  So yeah, all those holes, it went real fast, it didn't feel like that but it went real 
fast where I went from losing to winning, give or take five holes. 
 
Q.  Bubba, how much more are you looking forward to the Masters now that you're 
back in the winner's circle? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Like I said before, at the start of the week or during the week now at 
this moment, the winner's circle is one thing, but the trend, the trend was going the right 
direction.  Did I think I was going to win this week?  No, but the trend was going into the right 
direction.  My confidence level's getting up, my ball-striking's getting where I want it to be, 
my iron play, getting my distance back.  The start of the year in January, mentally taking 
those times off and knowing how much I really wanted to play so-called offseason, 
December, I looked forward to it.   
 
So yeah, I'm looking forward to the Masters.  It's like my joke, Fred Couples, every time Fred 
Couples shows up, you see his name on the leaderboard at the Masters.  I don't care how 
old he is, doesn't matter.  He's a kid in the candy store and he loves the game of golf when 
he gets to the Masters.  It's the Masters.   
 
So I'm always looking forward to it, but obviously I was looking forward to it because the 
trend was going in that direction.  I'm not saying I'm going to have a chance to win it, but I'm 
in the field so I have a chance. 
 
Q.  Bubba, you had a busy off-course schedule this week, I think two years ago you 
also had a busy schedule.  How much does it help, if any, to kind of have those 
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activities that can take your mind off golf for a few hours? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, it probably has a lot, you know.  It gives me something else to do 
instead of focus on the negative that at one point I was 7 under and then I fell back down to 
4 under, whatever I was a couple days ago.  So it probably did, it probably just freed me up 
where I don't think about the negative and I get to think about hanging out with cool people, 
so it made it fun.  You know, today was easy.   
 
Playing with two young guys, it was a blast.  Like I told Cameron, the short game that he 
displayed with a wedge is special.  I cried a little bit on the last hole, but then when I shook 
his hand, I said, man, your short game is unbelievable.  That's what I told him.  Who cares 
about my win, I told him that's amazing stuff.  And then I told him that in the clubhouse when 
we were signing scorecards.   
 
It was fun, and getting to hang out with cool people like this.  Golf just played its way out this 
week instead of me stressing over the negatives.  So yeah, I'm guessing it probably did help 
a little bit. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Bubba, thanks again, congratulations on your victory.  Enjoy it.  
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Thank you.  Thanks, guys. 
  


