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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
February 18, 2018 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -8)   
 
 
Q.  We talked a couple times about the importance of winning before Augusta.  Can 
you expand on that a little bit? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think it will be important for me, if I want to go into Augusta with the 
expectation of winning again, that I win before then.  If it doesn't happen, it doesn't happen, 
but I think that that would be a big thing for momentum because you need to perform under 
the gun, in the clutch, and play well enough to win a tournament before you expect to win a 
major. 
 
Now, it's been done before not doing it, but what's nice is my game's on the upswing.  I'm 
playing well enough to compete week in and week out now, and now it's just a matter of a 
shot here or there, the difference between winning and not, as opposed to kind of finding my 
game.  I'm not searching anymore.  The two areas that I tried to address in the offseason, 
which are putting and driving, are significantly better than they have been and that's a very 
positive sign for my game going forward. 
 
Q.  Obviously you're positive by nature, but can you discuss -- this has been going on 
for a few years because you've had good form in stretches and you just haven't 
gotten over the line.  Can you talk about the difficulty of kind of, you know, staying 
positive when you're not getting rewarded for some of the stuff you're doing?  How 
do you keep that out of the -- 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Felt close for so many years, but towards the end of last year it clicked, 
it turned, and the swing was -- my swing was on plane, the shot-making started to come 
back, and I could see the difference in level of play.   
 
I'm glad that I've carried it over this year.  The first week or two I didn't have the results I 
expected, but this is the way I feel I've been playing well enough to compete, well enough to 
contend each week.  And I didn't have my best stuff this week, I was off all week.  Friday I 
played a terrible nine holes, three-putted a few times in a row.  I was off today pulling it a 
little bit, but yet the misses now are within a reason that I can compete.  I'm putting well 
enough week in and week out to have a somewhat off week this week and still compete.  So 
the game is there and it's good enough now to contend every week, it's just a matter of a 
shot here or there as opposed to trying to find my game. 
 
Q.  You said a few times over the last few weeks that you feel like you're close.  I 
guess how much closer do you feel now after this one? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yes, I feel like -- well, I've been playing at this level now for probably 
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the last four or five months, even though three months I was off.  It's nice to finally see the 
results.  It's encouraging and it motivates me to work harder to get over that last little hurdle.  
But that's going to happen really soon.  I don't know if it will happen in Mexico City, I don't 
know if it will happen at the Match Play or Houston or where, but it's going to happen soon, 
and when it does I think I'll have multiple wins after that. 
 
Q.  Phil, as a lefty, how do you explain why Bubba has so much success here?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  To get to a lot of these pins, back right on 16, you've got to really carve 
it in there.  To get to back right on No. 5 you've got to really carve that ball in there.  To get 
to and use the slope of the green like No. 1 yesterday when he made eagle, you want to 
carve that ball in there.   
 
He feels very comfortable moving the ball, turning it a lot.  That allows him to get to a lot of 
the tucked pins.  A lot of guys don't feel comfortable doing that and they end up accepting a 
15 to 30-footer in the center of the green.  And he ends up making a lot more birdies than a 
lot of guys.  I think it's the reason why I feel comfortable, I've played well here, too.  I like 
hitting more exaggerated shots to get to some of these pins. 
  


