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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
February 18, 2018 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -3)   
 
 
Q.  Rory, how would you assess this week? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, this week's been okay.  I feel like the position that I finished didn't 
quite reflect how I played.  I feel like I played better than finishing whatever it is, 25th or 
whatever it's going to be.  Yeah, I feel good about my game, just need to sharpen up a 
couple little areas here and there, but for the most part it's been okay.  I felt even last week 
at Pebble I missed the cut, but I still felt like my game was in okay shape, just not quite 
getting the most out of it.  It was sort of the same this week.  But I think the more competitive 
golf I play, the more that that will just sharpen up and I'm looking forward to getting back to 
Florida next week. 
 
Q.  You're an aggressive player, Mr. Palmer was obviously an aggressive player as 
well.  When you calculate a risk, taking a risk on the golf course, how do you kind of 
manage the risk-reward in that decision?   
 
RORY McILROY:  I think for risk-reward out here, especially on the PGA TOUR, I feel like 
because it's so top heavy in terms of the reward, you hit a shot and you pull it off, the 
difference in whether it be FedExCup points or world rankings or money or whatever it is, the 
upside is so much bigger than the downside.  So I always think it's a no-brainer to go for it.  
I'm aggressive anyway, that's my style, and obviously Arnie was as well and I think that's 
why everyone loved him so much.  He obviously wasn't the most successful golfer ever, but 
he was so aggressive and so charismatic and that's why he was the most loved golfer ever, 
because of those characteristics. 
 
Q.  Is there a time you remember when you were aggressive, you made the aggressive 
play and it paid off for you? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, there's been a few times going for par 5s, taking aggressive lines 
off tees to set yourself up with wedges into greens.  I feel like I play a little more aggressively 
than most, so I can probably pick even somewhere out there today that I was probably 
aggressive when some others weren't.  I try to give myself as many looks at birdie as 
possible and I try to keep in that mindset all the time. 
 
Q.  Rory, you're halfway through this eight tournament stretch to the Masters.  What's 
pleasing you, what is working? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, everything feels okay.  I'll probably finish seven or eight shots off 
the winning score here this week feeling like I left a lot out there.  I feel all aspects of my 
game are decent.  A couple areas I need to tighten up.  I mean, even like off the tee I don't 
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feel like anything wasn't really -- even when I played my lowest round of the week this week, 
it wasn't like it was my short game that cost me anything, it was more a sloppy iron shot here 
or missing the fairway there, and this course is very penal when you do do that. 
 
Everything feels okay.  I just didn't really get anything going yesterday.  Hit a ball out of 
bounds on 12 and that just sort of took any momentum away.  It was hard to sort of -- I was 
trying to fight my way back to par but that's the only thing.  I hit one really destructive tee 
shot this week which cost me a double and sort of stopped me in my tracks, but apart from 
that I'm feeling pretty good about everything. 
 
Q.  Going to Honda?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it will be nice to get home tonight and sleep in my own bed for a 
couple weeks.  Obviously playing the Honda, played well there before, missed it last year.  
Yeah, it will be nice to get back and play there again. 
 
Yeah, sometimes I find it weird to play a golf tournament sleeping in your own bed and 
staying at your own house.  Sometimes I would rather be at a hotel and just go through my 
usual routine.  But it's nice, it's a nice week.  Very familiar with everything there, so I'm 
looking forward to it. 
 
Q.  Is the putter still a work in progress, or do you think just switching grasses is 
going to -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was much better the last couple days.  It was progress.  I 
changed it up on Thursday and it just didn't quite work for me.  It was great with numbers 
and stuff, being in a putting lab, but once you get out on a golf course it's a little bit different.  
Going back to the putter that I've been using for the last few months helped just with eye line 
and sort of setup.  It felt good, had some nice ones out there today.   
 
Yeah, I think getting back to bermuda's going to be a little bit easier.  It was nice to play sort 
of early the last couple days, the greens didn't get too crusty, didn't get too bumpy.  I felt like 
even coming down the last few holes there, there were still good surfaces.  Nice to get back 
onto bermuda and surfaces being a little bit truer than what we've experienced the last 
couple weeks. 
 
Q.  Your memory of the victory when you were 21 at Honda?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Was it 21?  22. 
 
Q.  22. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Six years ago.  Yeah, I remember losing in the final of the Match Play the 
week before.  That was my first chance to get to No. 1 in the world and knew that I needed 
to win that week, so that was all I was focused on really.  So I had one target in mind and 
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that was it.  Yeah, I remember Tiger making a move down the stretch and I made a couple 
key up-and-downs coming in, and yeah, it was nice.  Feels like a lifetime ago, but yeah, 
good memories. 
 
Q.  What's the difference between you now versus then other than -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  I don't know.  I had one major then, I have four now.  I played in one 
Ryder Cup, I've played in four.  I guess more experienced as a golfer, as a person.  
Hopefully a little bit wiser because of those things as well.  Yeah, just a little more sort of, I 
don't know, settled.  I don't know.  I felt like I was so consumed in that when I was 21 or 22 
that I didn't have a better perspective on everything else in the world, and now I feel like I'm 
a bit more balanced, I guess. 
 
Q.  What do you need to do to get in contention?  Is it just a matter of cleaning up a 
couple of things? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, cleaning up some stuff, not missing it in the short side.  There's so 
many little things, making and up-and-down when you need to to keep momentum going.  
There were a couple times this week when I started well and then I bogeyed a hole 
straightaway afterwards.  It's hard to -- it sort of stops you in your tracks and you have to go 
all over again, just a little bit of that.   
 
But overall, as I keep saying, my game feels in good shape.  As long as I just keep playing 
and keep sharpening up these little areas or little things in the rounds that keep me from 
turning a 69 into a 66, there's not that much difference.  So it's just keep playing, keep 
practicing and it should all sort of come together nicely. 
  


