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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
February 17, 2018 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( -6)   
 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It was tough just because it's Riviera, but in terms of how the course 
played, I would say the scores would show it, it was probably the most gettable day.  There 
wasn't really much breeze, beautiful, beautiful weather, and you could kind of attack some of 
those holes.  The par 5s had accessible pins, so just was really about being patient and kind 
of picking your spots. 
 
Q.  You're not going to be too far back here at Riviera as you head into Sunday.  
What's the game plan tomorrow? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, first got to see what these guys finish at.  A lot could happen, and I 
don't know how many holes they have left, but if they make a couple birdies coming in, I may 
have to be a little bit more aggressive.  If they make a couple bogeys coming in, that 
changes a little bit.  So just going to, first off, try to go to the range and try to start driving it a 
little bit straighter and then figure it out from there. 
 
Q.  Justin, nice finish there, open up with some comments about your day. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It was a good day.  It was a very patient day.  I didn't drive it particularly 
well, I hit some really good drives when I needed to, but the putter was definitely working for 
me out there today.  I just really tried to stay patient and just kind of stay in the moment and 
not get ahead of myself.  I know it's a difficult golf course and a lot of things can happen, I 
was just trying to post a number as low as I could to get closer to the lead. 
 
Q.  Rory yesterday said that because of the way that the crowds are, that Tiger gives 
up two shots to the field over a week.  How much different was it out there today 
compared to those two days when you were paired with Tiger? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it was pretty wild this first couple days.  It was all right for a little 
bit today.  There at the end it got a little out of hand.  You know, I guess it's a part of it now, 
unfortunately.  I wish it wasn't, I wish people didn't think it was so amusing to yell and all that 
stuff while we're trying to hit shots and play.  But like I said, it's just a part of it.  It was 
definitely a lot different vibe those first nine holes today. 
 
Q.  Why do you think people do that at a golf tournament nowadays when that was 
never the case before? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't know.  I guess they just think it's funny.  It might be funny to 
them, and obviously people think of it differently and I could just be overreacting, but when 
people are now starting to time it wrong and get in people's swings is just completely 
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unacceptable really.  We're out here playing for a lot of money, a lot of points, and a lot of 
things can happen, and you would just hate to have -- hate to see in the future something 
happen down the line because of something like that. 
 
Q.  Has it ever happened to you? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it's come close.  You know, we've had some that probably 
don't -- not like what happened to Jordan at Phoenix a couple times in the middle of a swing, 
nothing like I can really think of.  It's more kind of like camera stuff in the middle of the swing. 
 
Q.  Are they losing their timing of the "mashed potatoes"? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I guess so.  They're coming up with a bunch of different stuff nowadays. 
 
Q.  When you look at the numbers at the end of today, how many is too far back 
tomorrow to overcome? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't think there is a number here.  I mean, in reality I would say 
something like 10, 9 or 10 because if you play well, obviously it's very difficult, but you can 
go shoot 8 or 9 under.  If you're not playing well, it's hard to shoot under par.  That being 
said, I don't want to be 9 or 10 back, I hope I'm only a couple.  It's definitely a course that 
you can make a huge move up the leaderboard and make a lot of birdies out there. 
 
Q.  What have you taken from your previous rounds here into this week that's worked 
for you? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Patience and pretty much just not being stupid, to be honest.  Just stop 
trying to hit at pins with 5-irons and 6-irons, and when I hit in the rough, realize just try to 
make a par.  When I get in places, when I'm out of position, realize that sometimes even 
bogey is what I need to make.  I think at times I would get a little greedy or just hit shots that 
weren't necessary. 
 
Q.  You just mentioned patience.  A lot of players are talking about patience on this 
golf course, but does that definition change -- patience -- tomorrow when you're 
chasing the lead trying to win? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  That's a good question, but I don't think so.  I think at the start.  Maybe 
come the last couple holes if I need an eagle on 17 or something like that or need a birdie 
on 18 to a tucked pin, whatever it may be, then it might change.  But overall there's so many 
holes out here that you can just make bogey so fast without even thinking about it.  Just one 
mistake or just one mental mistake and the next thing you know, you end up making bogey.  
So I'm just going to try to continue doing what I'm doing.  I would just really love to make less 
bogeys tomorrow, that's been a little bit frustrating, but I'm close to I feel like a blemish-free 
day. 
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Q.  You said patience a couple times.  Can you think of another course outside of a 
major, Augusta National, that requires so much patience than a normal Tour event? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Sawgrass comes to mind, for sure.  It's a very similar -- obviously not 
course design, but to me tee to green I guess I could compare it just because if you hit the 
fairways, you drive it well, you can make a lot of birdies, but if you don't, you're grinding to 
make pars.  Then you get those last couple holes or you can get hot out there at the same 
time as you're cold.   
 
I don't know, I'm sure there's a lot of instances or different courses, but that one really 
comes to mind.  Like Rick did a couple years ago when he won, he stayed patient I think it 
was that third round and birdied a couple coming in, and obviously we all know what he did 
on Sunday. 
 
Q.  How many dumb things did you do this week? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I did a pretty dumb thing on 4 today trying to hit a 4-iron, just like try to 
hit this perfect shot in there close when I should have tried to hit it to the back of the green or 
just try to hit the green.  I mean, if you want to text me later, I could really name through all 
of them, but... 
 
Q.  Actually, I'm kind of curious, what would be par for the number of dumb things a 
player does during a week, because you've got to do something stupid, don't you? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, for a week?  I would put it at four.  I mean, you would hope to not 
do any over the course of a day, but there's going to be times where you just make a bad 
swing.  So like 17, I was really, really close to a good shot, but I have to be left of that hole 
and I got lucky that my ball didn't roll back in the bunker and make 6, but that was 
pretty -- that was a dumb thing. 
  


