
	

1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
February 17, 2018 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL  ( -8)  
 
 
Q.  Graeme McDowell, putting himself in contention to win this tournament with his 
third-round play today.  Were you satisfied when you walked off 18 with how you 
performed? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I think I was.  I mean, I was genuinely happy enough the 
way I handled myself today.  I always feel like when you're in the lead going into a weekend, 
Saturday can kind of be one of the tougher days because you've nearly got it all to lose.  
You can put yourself out of contention quite quickly.  So maybe tee to green I wasn't quite as 
clean today as I've been sort of Thursday, Friday, but all in all I was pretty happy the way I 
conducted myself.   
 
Bad break there on 16 and nice to kind of come back with a birdie on 17, and I was looking 
for a little read off Patrick's ball there in the last but he just slammed that thing right in the 
middle.  I had no idea kind of how quick and how snappy that putt was on 18.  But no, all in 
all, pretty happy with that effort. 
 
Q.  What attitude do you bring to the golf course tomorrow chasing down the lead? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  You know, I think it's nice to have been out there and feel the last 
group a little bit and kind felt what it's like to be hunted.  It's kind of nice to kind of have role 
reversal tomorrow, go out and kind of have that pressure off a little bit and kind of know that 
you've got to put the pedal down and there's nothing to protect.   
 
I continue to feel quite comfortable on this golf course.  I think they're calling maybe for a 
little bit of a marine layer to come in tomorrow, so chillier conditions may make the course 
play a little bit longer, who knows.  But all in all try to be relaxed again tomorrow and try to 
see my shots and just be a little bit cleaner tee to green tomorrow hopefully. 
 
Q.  How much is the Ryder Cup on your mind this year being that you've won twice on 
the course that it's been played on? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  I think it's probably in the -- I've moved it to the back of my mind.  I 
feel like I've got a lot of things to do between now and getting on that team.  I think standing 
here right now it's probably not a realistic goal, but if I continue to play the way I'm playing 
for the next few months, it may start to become a realistic goal.  So I feel like I've got some 
things I need to do between now and really believing that I'm good enough to be on the 
Ryder Cup team.  Deep down I know I'm good enough, but I've got to show, I've got to put 
some results on the board, I've got to take care of my business.  Of course, that golf course, 
I would love to be there, you know?  It goes without saying.  Ryder Cup, the greatest 
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experience of my career bar none, and I would love to play another couple Ryder Cup 
matches before it's all said and done. 
 
Q.  Guys this afternoon talked about how much you need patience around here to 
keep things in play.  How much do you relish that sort of challenge, looking forward 
to that similar mindset tomorrow? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I think if I could play a PGA TOUR setup every week that 
looked like this one I would be very, very happy with life.  I love the way this golf course sets 
up.  There's not a lot of rough, but because of how soft the fringes are and how firm the 
greens are, it makes fairways a premium because you can't attack the greens from the 
rough.  So I love the setup.   
 
It's definitely a patience game, and when you get out of position you've got to be really smart 
about getting your ball back in the right side of the hole.  I've been seeing the course quite 
well.  Today tee to green wasn't quite as clean as I was Thursday, Friday, just that little bit of 
nerves and a little bit more anxious out there today.  But all in all I was happy with how 
relaxed I felt, and I feel like sometimes on a weekend like this, Saturday can be the tougher 
day.  So it's nice to get today out of the way and feel like I performed pretty well and looking 
forward to the challenge tomorrow. 
  


