
	

1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
February 16, 2018 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( +6) 
 
 
Q.  Is this a setback for you?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I didn't really play that well today.  I missed every tee shot left and I 
did not putt well, didn't feel very good on the greens and consequently never made a run.  I 
knew I had to make a run on that back nine and I went the other way. 
 
Q.  Tiger, do you have any explanation mechanically for why the miss was left 
throughout the day? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, I wish -- if I knew, I would have fixed it, but it just my cut was just not 
cutting.  It was just one of those things.  I have to go back and work on it.  I've got the 
weekend off, some more days to work on it. 
 
Q.  Two tournaments in, what do you think of your game? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I'm both pleased and also not very happy with some parts of it.  It's nice to 
be back competing again and to be able to go out there and play, practice after each round.  
That's been nice, something I haven't done in years.  So, you know, keep building. 
 
Q.  What part bothered you the most? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Just the inconsistency of it.  It's so different playing, as I said, tournament 
golf versus playing at home.  I've just got to play more tournaments. 
 
Q.  Is this not happening at home or in practice? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, some parts of it is, yes, but the game speed amped up is just a little 
bit different.  Just got to be able to fix that.  One of my hallmarks of my whole career is I've 
always hit the ball pin high with my iron shots, and I have not done that.  My wedge game is 
fine, but my normal iron shots that I've always had dialed in for much of my entire career, it's 
just not there. 
 
Q.  Have you decided to play next week because you want to get the tournament 
rounds? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I need some tournament rounds in and next week is a home match and 
be able to get some more work done this weekend.  More importantly, I think this whole 
week's been very successful for us as a foundation, as a tournament.  Unfortunately, I'm just 
not able to play on the weekend. 
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Q.  What physical hurdles do you need to clear through these, I guess, the first round 
in order to finally decide to commit to next week? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, at Torrey I was pretty sore, my feet hurt.  Just not used to walking 
and playing.  Knees were a little bit sore and little aches and pains that I hadn't felt.  Riding 
in the cart just doesn't do it.  Like one of the days we played at home 45 holes and it's just 
not the same.  Then also tournament adrenaline, too.  The ebbs and flows of tournament 
adrenaline.  After the round, that crash of no adrenaline in the system is something I hadn't 
felt in a very long time. 
 
Q.  Are you aware of the cut line on a day like today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I thought the cut would be 1 today.  I thought I had a chance, I birdied 10, 
I was right there.  I thought I could pump a drive down there on 11 and get to it with an iron 
and turn the tide around and play a good solid back nine, but I didn't do it.  I didn't play very 
well on that back nine, and the feeling of not feeling very good over my putts finally caught 
up with me. 
 
Q.  Tiger, are you hanging around here the weekend? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I've got to do some work this weekend. 
 
Q.  Can you think, Tiger, when had a birdie that you were able to build any momentum 
with either another birdie or at least a par-saving putt, was that kind of the case for 
the week? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  That's just the way it goes.  This golf course is just playing very difficult, 
and when I made the birdies, I made a mistake and wasn't able to salvage pars and get the 
momentum going that way.  This golf course is very penal and this is a very bunched 
leaderboard.  I think there's over 70 guys right now within nine shots, that's pretty much. 
 
Q.  What were you and Rory talking about swing-wise on 17? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  We were just talking about spin rates, stuff like that with the drivers.  
Going from our old M2s to the new M3s. 
 
Q.  Tiger, at Torrey and even yesterday your putting has been really pretty good.  How 
discouraging was it when that kind of went away? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I didn't feel very good when I was warming up with my putting.  The 
greens were fast and bumpy, and I knew that.  I need to miss the golf ball below the hole, 
just make sure it's below the hole, and when the greens get this fast and this bumpy, 
anything above the hole is virtually luck if you make the putt.  I kept missing it above the hole 
and that's what was ticking me off, I kept leaving every putt above the hole. 
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Q.  Will you need to temper your expectations now? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I have, I have.  I haven't played golf in years, so this is -- I'm starting 
to come back and it's going to take a little time.  I am progressing, I'm starting to get a feel 
for tournament golf again.  I just need to clean up my rounds. 
 
Q.  What are you optimistic about going to Honda? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think I'm hitting the ball flush, it's just that something's just a little bit 
off and I need to fix that.  Get a little bit of reps in, that will be good, and get a little bit of work 
in.  I feel like today was the first day that I felt bad with the putter this year.  You know, I 
need to miss the golf balls in the correct spots.  I was telling Joey all day, I kept missing in 
the wrong spots.  All the spots you're supposed to not miss it in I was putting it in, and that 
was frustrating because I knew where to hit it and I wasn't able to hit it there.  So I need to 
do some work there to make sure that I'm hitting the ball in the spots that I want to miss it in. 
 
Q.  Tiger, that's a pretty stern test down there.  Is that a good thing for you at this 
point, or does it matter where the venue is? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, the last two tournaments I've played have been really tough tests.  It 
is what it is.  These are two tough venues and it was tough on me. 
 
Q.  Did I see your mom following in the gallery? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, she was out there. 
 
Q.  Is this the first time in a while she's followed you? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, because I haven't played.  Yes, it was nice to have her out there.  
She misses it.  She's seen me go through the struggles, and for her only child to go through 
those struggles was a little rough on her, so she's very proud of me getting back out there 
and playing and she's very excited about it. 
 
Q.  Do you consider it a sign of progress that physically you're able to do a 
back-to-back cross-country to stage your comeback? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I am, I'm very pleased.  I'm very excited about it.  I wish I would 
have two more competitive rounds to head into next week, but that's not the case.  But I get 
a chance to do some work and I'll go do some work. 
 
Q.  Physically you feel fine and your feet feel fine? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Feet feel fine, a little bit sore.  Knees are a little bit sore, but that's just all 
age. 
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Q.  Just curious, you've been dealing with this your whole career, but we've asked 
players what it's like playing with you, what kind of distraction is it.  Does it ever cost 
you any shots during a round, do you think? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It's cost me a lot of shots over the years, um-hmm.  It's cost me a few 
tournaments here and there. 
 
Q.  Any come to mind? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It's been a lot because all it takes is one shot on a Thursday that you lose 
a tournament by a shot on Sunday.  What people don't realize, it's not just something that 
happens on Sunday afternoon, this is cumulative and it's par for the course. 
 
Q.  You're probably better at dealing with it? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I've dealt with it for a very long time. 
  


