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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
February 16, 2018 
 
TONY FINAU  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Tony, could you just assess your second round? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I felt I played solid today.  I didn't get off to a great start, but it's a golf 
course you really have to stay patient on and I was able to do that.  I made a nice run on 11 
and 12 to put myself right back at the top of the leaderboard, so I was able to stay patient 
and put together a solid round on conditions I felt were pretty tough.  The wind was switching 
it seemed like every hole, so you couldn't really get a great gauge on exactly what it was 
doing.  That made it tough for us in the morning, but happy with where I'm at after the first 
couple rounds. 
 
Q.  Tony, what was your feeling after coming off of 11? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I felt great.  Whenever you make an eagle, it doesn't matter the 
circumstances, you feel great.  You know, I really just stayed patient until that moment.  I 
knew the par 5s are -- the three par 5s out here are definitely holes I can take advantage of, 
so to be able to get -- to make a 3 there was huge for momentum of my round because it 
wasn't really going my way for the first 10 holes.  So to hit two great shots, and then make a 
putt to put me right back, I was at even on the day, it was huge.  That was a big momentum 
changer for my round today, for sure. 
 
Q.  What do you think was the biggest change you needed to make today as opposed 
to yesterday? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, the wind was opposite right off the bat so the holes played quite a bit 
differently.  But I hit it nicely off the tee yesterday.  Didn't hit as well off the tee today, but this 
is a golf course you just, again, you have to really be patient on.  You know, sometimes 
you're not going to get great looks.  If you don't birdie the par 5s, a lot of times you may not 
get a lot of great looks out here.  From 30, 40 feet, those aren't really great looks.  So you 
just have to kind of stay patient and hopefully the birdies fall where you hit some good shots. 
 
Q.  Does that make your position a little more difficult in that you're three back of 
Patrick at this point, you want to try and hit some shots to make that up, but the golf 
course isn't one that you can get aggressive on? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I think it's -- you know, from what I've seen in the past, the lead 
doesn't really stretch out here, it gets really bunched.  You just kind of do your thing 
tomorrow, and Sunday on the back nine you kind of just see where you're at and what kind 
of move you can make.  But it's definitely not a golf course you feel like I'm going to go out 
and attack, I'm going to be aggressive, because it would probably bite you in the butt more 
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than anything else.  So not that you play conservative out here, but it's a golf course, if 
you're patient and you're making some birdies and rolling along nicely, you're probably going 
to have a good shot this weekend. 
 
Q.  I know we're a long way from Sunday but what have you learned about playing on 
Sunday in contention?  I know you've won, you've been involved in a lot of others.  
What have you learned about how to handle all that mentally? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I think it's kind of a cliche answer, everybody talks about it when they 
win, but you've got to stay in the moment.  A lot of times everybody wants to think about 
who's going to win and what kind of position you're in.  Something that I've learned, you can 
only control what you're doing right now and the shot that you're hitting.  So trying to stay in 
the moment as much as you can.  It's hard to do, we're all human, we think about winning 
when we're in that position, but you do your best to stay in the moment and that's what I'm 
going to try to do this weekend. 
 
Q.  Tony, you didn't have a conventional country club preparation type program for 
this career.  
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Even though you've had a pretty long effective career so far, do you ever sort of 
step back and go, I feel really fortunate to have made this happen? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, 100 percent.  I live a blessed life.  I think with everything that I've been 
through and I feel like where I've come from, to be where I'm at, I definitely stop and smell 
the roses every now and again.  I think it's something you have to do.  You can't kill yourself 
over little things, especially in this position that I'm in.  So I've started a foundation because I 
feel like I can give back already in this position and hopefully be a good example to some 
kids in the area I grew up in.  I definitely live a blessed life, for sure, and I try to show that as 
much as possible. 
 
Q.  Is that little par 3 course that you played so much as a kid still in existence? 
 
TONY FINAU:  No, they turned it into Frisbee golf now.  I know, it kind of sucks.  You can 
still see the shape of the holes and stuff.  It really sucks because it's a place I would love to 
go back and play with my brother, my dad.  Hopefully we can reopen it.  As a foundation, 
we're working on that right now to kind of get the property and build a cool academy there, 
so you never know.  But as of now, no, Frisbee golf. 
 
Q.  Have you ever played Frisbee golf? 
 
TONY FINAU:  No, I've never played Frisbee golf.  I've played soccer golf.  I'm not great at it 
because I didn't grow up playing soccer.  I can move pretty good, but yeah, I'll stick to 
regular golf for now.  


