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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
February 15, 2018 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( +1) 
 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It was all right.  I made really silly bogeys out there, in particular No. 7 
there, it was not very good from the middle of the fairway.  But overall I thought I hung in 
there well and grinded.  Hit a bad tee shot on 11 and the tree kept it.  And I got to 2-over par 
early and I fought back to even par and lost one there at 7. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yep, yep. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like it was any better today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It was a lot better today.  I was telling Todd over there that the shaft is a 
little more stout, and the times I lost it to the right, a lot of the times I was just trying to 
smooth it out there.  You know, I can go ahead and hit this thing, I can be aggressive and I 
can take out one side of the golf course, which is great.   
 
Like in 2015 when I played Wyndham and I was just hitting that thing as hard as I possibly 
could, that's probably one of the best driving weeks I had all year.  I just have to go and get 
a little more confidence to go ahead and hit this thing because when I do, it's awfully good. 
 
Q.  What was your reaction when the ball got stuck in the tree at 11?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  I wasn't very happy. 
 
Q.  That's kind of an odd -- 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, eucalyptus don't normally keep golf balls, but this one did. 
 
Q.  Do you remember the last time that happened, a golf ball didn't come out of a 
tree? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  The last time it probably happened was at Olympic.  Granted, those are 
cypress trees, I believe, and they usually swallow everything up. 
 
Q.  Is this a round where it's hard to get past some of the mistakes you made 
throughout the days, or were you able to take some positives out of it? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, you know, no one's going low out there, it's too hard.  The greens 
are springy.  We were talking about coming down the last probably four, five, six holes, the 
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greens are starting to get poa-ey, a little bouncy, and those short ones are not easy.  You 
really have to be patient out there, to be honest with you.  You can make a few birdies here 
and there, you're going to have some wedges, par 5s are reachable now, but overall just got 
to be very patient. 
 
Q.  What was the most challenging part of the day for you? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think that once I got to 2-over par.  I was at 1 under early, first hole, 
and all of a sudden I went double bogey-bogey, I was like, oh, man, here we go, I've got to 
somehow turn this thing around.  And I was able to do that, fought hard to try and keep that 
momentum going.  I made a couple nice putts, had a really tough two-putt on No. 1, I was 
able to two-putt that one and really hung in there well. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, he draws it so he's obviously going to go further.  I'm hitting a 
straight ball to a little peeler and so that's obviously not going to go as far.  The only way I 
could ever come close to him is if I was playing downwind because my cutter's going to stay 
up in the air a little bit longer.  But into the wind, you know, he hits it as far as anybody into 
the wind. 
 
Q.  Tiger, on 3 you hit what looked like a really good drive and looked like you 
overcooked your second.  What happened there? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I lined up pin high, I was trying to hit it 10 short, so I hit it 10 yards 
too far.  That's awful.  I almost chipped it in, but it was a mistake.  I didn't take enough off of 
it and it was just a silly mistake. 
 
Q.  What adjustments are you going to make for tomorrow? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think I'm just going to work on it a little bit.  I'm not that far off to 
really putting some good numbers out there.  I've got to clean up my card, too many bogeys 
out there and not really worried about 11, but I made too many bogeys.  If I can just clean 
that up, I can start making my way up the board. 
 
Q.  What's your level of satisfaction to able to go after a shot like you did the second 
one at 12? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  You know, it all started at Torrey.  Some of those shots I went after at 
Torrey, I mean, I didn't feel anything and that's the confidence I need, that validation that I'm 
good and I was able to find that at Torrey.  I unfortunately I drove it in every single piece of 
high grass that Torrey has, so I got a lot of experience, a lot of testing of my back and it all 
went well. 
  


