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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
February 15, 2018 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  (-2) 
 
 
Q.  Justin, what a round today.  What were your strengths out there today? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I hung in there.  I definitely, I stayed patient.  I hit some really, really 
quality shots and then hit a couple squirrely shots, but I definitely would say the short game 
and some of those putts I made saved me. 
 
Q.  You look at the weather conditions and folks might say, hey, this is a great 
opportunity to tear this golf course up, but not a lot of low numbers as we talked 
about during the broadcast.  What's so challenging about Riviera right now? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, the big challenge of it was the fact we actually had wind this 
morning at 7:30 was odd.  Obviously it wasn't much, but you give this place a little five, 
10-mile-an-hour wind when it's 55 degrees and cold, into the wind that ball's not going very 
far.  It just is going everywhere today, it was swirling.  We played 17, 18 straight into the 
wind, and then once we got there to 7, 8, we were playing those holes downwind, so the 
wind just went completely the other direction.  It's typical, it does that out here, but yeah, it's 
a great track. 
 
Q.  We were talking yesterday how much you like this track, but you haven't really 
played well competitively here.  When you get off to a nice number like you did today, 
does that kind of free your optimism up a little bit moving forward? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I guess so.  I would like to think I'm a little better each year I come here.  
I feel like if you drive it well out here, you can shoot a low number or you can shoot a good 
number.  You can post a 4 or 5 under.  It's tough when you have to be in control, but yeah, 
you have to be smart and kind of plod your way around this place. 
 
Q.  Riviera with very little teeth is still a difficult golf course, isn't it? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It is.  We had a little bit more wind than you probably would think for an 
early tee time here.  It's usually pretty calm like playing in a dome, but it was swirling a lot for 
being five- to eight-mile-an-hour wind, which doesn't sound like very much but it makes a bit 
of a difference.  All of us really, all three of us in our group hung in there today. 
 
Q.  And then on No. 4, the most sheltered tee box on the golf course where the wind's 
been coming from, it shifts on you when you guys have no clue what's going on? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, exactly.  Rory kind of was hitting right as it was changing and just 
roasted a 5-iron in there, and Tiger tried to float a 4-iron and it completely came into the wind 
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and his flew a good 10 short.  I hit probably one of my better swings of the day, just a 
beautiful high cut 4-iron that lands a foot from being on the green and being good.  Yeah, 
that was an example of the wind going everywhere. 
 
Q.  The nature of Riviera with these greens firming up, how tough could you this place 
be come the weekend forecast? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, you know, I would love to see this place get a major 
championship just because I feel like if the conditions are right, it doesn't get any more U.S. 
Open like or anything like that than this place because it's all in front of you, it's not hidden, 
you just have to go out and play golf. 
 
Q.  A major without rough, a lot of fun, hmm? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, Augusta does that, so it can be done. 
 
Q.  Would you classify today as an efficient 2-under par 69 on a tough golf course? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Absolutely.  Anytime you can get off to a 2-under par round at this golf 
course no matter the conditions, it's good.  I definitely had a couple putts that, man, I really, 
really hit well that just didn't drop, but I definitely made my share as well. 
 
Q.  What's the key for you on this golf course that's got so much history? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Just patience and just really being smart.  You cannot -- I really took a 
tee shot on 4 or 5, I just wasn't paying attention and I'm just thinking kind of hitting this little 
low 4-iron down there and I didn't give it enough thought and I hit a terrible shot and make a 
bogey.  That's just what this course does, you can't take a shot off, you need to be fully 
committed every shot. 
 
Q.  I know you've spent a lot of time with Tiger playing back in Jupiter, you played 
with him today, you flew out with him to the event.  When you get -- is there anything 
you can share with us, things about picking his brain, what do you pick his brain 
about? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  About a lot of stuff.  In terms of sharing it, I'm going to keep it to myself 
because I think it's helpful.  At the same time, he's not telling me any groundbreaking stuff, 
you guys could easily figure it out.  But I'm just very lucky and very fortunate that he's willing 
to open up to me as much as he has.  It was a good time out there with those two boys 
today. 
 
Q.  So the putt on 17, immediately, what did you think, you just pushed it? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  No, I thought I hit it too hard.  I was playing a line that I wanted to hit a 
little bit softer and let it go in.  Yeah, I pulled a Jordan on that one, I thought I missed it and it 
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went right in the middle. 
 
Q.  You were angry on the last hole, you were frustrated when you hit your shot.  How 
long it last, this anger? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't know.  I didn't really -- I mean, it was a pretty terrible tee shot so 
it was pretty easy to be upset.  No, I was just mad I hit a bad shot, but after that it was done. 
 
Q.  What's the easiest thing about playing in a group like you were in today and 
what's the hardest thing about playing in group like today? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  The hardest is definitely the crowds and just getting everyone to turn 
their phones on silent and stop taking pictures and moving.  For me, it definitely -- obviously 
everyone's out here to see Tiger, but I'm definitely the third player in the group.  So I had a 
couple times where I had a short putt, people are walking off, but that's a part of it.  Any 
group you're going to do that.   
 
But the coolest part is the same thing, there's so many people and it's a Thursday morning 
playing with two really good friends and people that I look up to and people that I've tried to 
model my game after for so long.  It's pretty cool to be grinding out here with them. 
 
Q.  Justin, if this is a casual round of golf and Tiger said, hey, what do you think of my 
driver, what would you tell him? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Sorry? 
 
Q.  What are you seeing with my driver, if he asked you that. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  If he asked me that?  I don't know.  He's pretty mechanical and I have a 
hard time talking to him about golf swings sometimes.  I mean, he obviously knows what 
he's doing, he figured it out.  Other than that drive on 9 he really drove it a lot, a lot better on 
that back nine.  So whatever he was doing worked better. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, I've never seen it so it's hard for me to say.  I would say he's a 
pretty good ways away.  I mean, he's doing what he's always done right now in terms of he's 
getting it around.  He's obviously not driving it well, he's not hitting the shots that he wants 
to.  Probably the distance control isn't quite there and he got it around here -- is he even, 
one over?  So he got around 1 over on a pretty tough golf course.  So I think when he was 
really playing and not on all the time off, today's round could have been a 1 or 2 under.  But 
he hung in there pretty well, all of us did today. 
 
Q.  Why do you think nobody's going crazy low? 
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JUSTIN THOMAS:  The wind's going everywhere, first off.  For how light it is, it's just, it's 
swirling, it's kind of going every direction.  Pins are tough and it's really hard to make putts 
on these greens.  Even being this morning, they're still poa annua and they're still pretty 
bumpy. 
 
Q.  Tuesday you told us that you had asked him about when he first played here, he 
said it was the year before you were born.  Is it surreal at all, or are you past that 
when you played today with Tiger? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I'm past it when we're out there.  I think there's moments when I think 
about it, probably more so after the fact, though.  But for that same reason that's kind of why 
I've done it, you know what I mean?  That's why I reached out to Rory so much at Bear's 
Club, I wanted to play with him and people like him as often as possible so when I got in the 
situation I wasn't kind of sitting back watching them hit every shot, you know what I mean?  
I'm in my own game, so I guess -- 
 
Q.  To follow up on that, how hard is it to stay in your own game with the crowds? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  You mean just because of the crowds? 
 
Q.  Because of the crowds, and tuning them out. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  You get used to it.  It's just -- you're just sticking to what you're doing, 
trying to hit every shot the best you can, just realizing this isn't a golf course that you 
can -- you can kind of get lazy on, you have to be smart and you have to kind of place your 
golf ball around here.  So I think that's -- make a couple bogeys and that will snap you back 
into it pretty quick. 
 
Q.  How surprised were you guys that his ball didn't come down out of that tree on 
11? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's going to sound really weird, but I swear as that ball's going over 
there I thought in my head, I hope that doesn't get stuck in a tree, because it happens out 
here.  It's not like -- I'm not saying that's what should have happened, that was a very bad 
break, but there's a lot of trees over there so it was -- it was extremely unfortunate.  But 
that's funny you said that because I literally was thinking that.  Then he's driving back to the 
tee and I'm like, holy crap, it actually did get stuck in a tree. 
  


