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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
February 15, 2018 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -E) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, just some comments on your round today and playing with Tiger and Justin.  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, struggled early on.  Just sort of, yeah, I bogeyed the two par 5s on 
the back nine, which usually is my bread and butter.  So yeah, 2 over back wasn't great, but 
then nice eagle at the first and played much better on the -- on our second nine, gave myself 
some chances.  Didn't convert any, but sort of happy that I hung in there.  Happy with where 
my game is tee to green, and just get a few putts to drop.  Actually felt like I hit some good 
putts that just didn't go in, but yeah, a little bit of work on the green this afternoon and try to 
do a little bit better tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Rory, what are you using for the greens or you are reading the greens yourself? 
 
RORY McILROY:  A little bit of both, a little bit of both.  Sometimes when you come back to 
golf courses that you're a little unfamiliar with, it can help sometimes.  So yeah, just a little bit 
of mix and match, just it gives you an idea, it gives you an idea where the slope is, the bend.  
After that, it's up to you. 
 
Q.  Rory, even though it's not there yet on the greens for you, how much better do you 
feel this week than the two days at Pebble? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I played great the first day at Pebble, but yeah, I had sort of a little bit of a 
wobble on Friday.  Yeah, I feel good.  This is my sort of golf course.  It's demanding from tee 
green and I feel like I played -- you know, I was a little scrappy the first nine, but I hung in 
there and started to hit some better shots on the back.  And it was tricky enough today, there 
was a bit of breeze up there that makes it a little tricky out there.  Even par isn't a bad start.  
I'd like to have shot something in the 60s, but considering where I was after nine holes, I'll 
take it. 
 
Q.  Rory, if this was a casual round back home and Tiger said, hey, what are you 
seeing with my driver, what would you tell him? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I guess he's went to a driver that's a little longer, a little more loft, 
so that's good.  I said to him, make it as easy as possible for yourself, don't try and 
complicate things.  But it looks okay.  He hit some great drives coming in, he drove it much 
better.  I guess as well, like this morning it was cold and, you know, if you don't quite release 
it that much, it can get away from you pretty easily.  I had a couple get away from me and 
didn't feel like I hit that bad.  He was unlucky, that ball was stuck up the tree on 11.  That 
should never happen.  He hit it much better on the back nine, but saw some good signs, just 
a better rhythm, a little bit better tempo from the top. 
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Q.  When you have a group that big, is there energy with that gallery?  What's the 
positives, what's the negatives? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It's nice to play in front of crowds like that, it's awesome.  I mean, this is 
the first time Tiger's been back in L.A. for a while and you can see the impact that it has.  It's 
nice to be in a group like that. 
 
Q.  Rory, you mentioned the putting.  Just curious what your comfort level is, maybe 
do you feel like you're still trying to work into that? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, comfort level's good.  Again, I've hit good putts out there that just 
sort of slid by.  It's not as if I'm hitting wide, I'm not missing the hole by a few inches, it's sort 
of just sliding by the edges.  So it not too far off.  A little bit of speed work, a little bit of 
technical work and hopefully a few will drop for me tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Rory, does this comeback from Tiger feel different than the last one? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I don't know.  I wasn't really -- I mean, yeah, a little bit.  I played with him 
in '12 and '13 and he played great then.  It's not that long ago.  It's not as if this is a -- you 
know, it doesn't feel like five years ago that he won five tournaments and was the Player of 
the Year.  So it's not -- he remembers how to do this and his body's allowing him to do this, 
and there's no doubt in my mind that he'll make a little bit of noise this year. 
 
Q.  Are you surprised if he's able to even get it out close to you at all?  Does that 
show you -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  I was in November, but then obviously seeing that then until now, no, 
he's got speed.  Look, he's a big guy.  He's probably four inches, five inches taller than me 
and about 50 pounds heavier.  It's no surprise he can get it out there.  He feels comfortable 
doing it now, yeah, it's good. 
 
Q.  But was there kind of a sense that he'd be giving up a lot to guys like yourself?  
 
RORY McILROY:  He was, he was giving up a lot, and then he had the surgery and it's 
provided him somewhat of not a lifeline, but comfort level of going after it and having a bit of 
speed in his swing.  The surgery could be the best thing that's ever happened to him. 
  


