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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
February 15, 2018 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL  ( -2) 
 
 
Q.  What was sort of the key to your round, do you think? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I did most things pretty cleanly today.  I drove it well, drove it 
in the fairway, iron play was pretty clean.  I would say my only disappointment with the round 
was I didn't have much feel on the greens.  You know, this golf course is obviously on such 
a kind of slope down the valley and some of the greens are kind of optical illusions, my 
speed wasn't very good.  But the rest of my game was solid.  To be honest with you, it could 
have been a few better, but conditions are tough out there.  Greens are firm and fast, and 
you can see the major championship quality of this golf course coming out this morning.  
You know, last few times I've been here the weather's been a little dodgy and the course has 
been a little wet, but I think when it gets dry and firm like this, you can imagine it with some 
rough, this golf course would be as good as any, as good a U.S. Open test as you'll see. 
 
Q.  Nice to take range work and then put a number on the card? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  For sure.  I mean, that's really all this head is missing right now is 
some numbers.  I've been hitting it really, really well in practice.  I go to the Middle East and 
miss two cuts and kind of come home with my tail between my legs, but at the same time 
knowing I'm playing well.  It's hard to keep saying to yourself we're playing well, we're doing 
great things, we're doing the right things and MC, MC, MC.  You're like sometimes it's hard 
to be honest with yourself, but thankfully I think we are being honest with ourself from the 
right point of view, that we are playing well and we're trying to stay patient with it.   
 
Like I say, I just need some numbers, I need to string some numbers together, get in the mix 
a little bit on the weekend, start believing in myself a little bit.  That's that little X factor that 
you can't go practice that.  You can't go practice having the belief, you know? 
 
Q.  You haven't been tempted to change anything, have you, or have you been 
tempted because you're not getting the numbers you want? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  To be honest with you, I've been working on the same things now 
since about the middle of last summer, so no, I've been really happy the direction I've been 
moving in.  I'm starting to drive it better, starting to see my irons flighting a little better, and I 
continue to putt well.  Even though it wasn't a great putting run this morning, but the putter's 
been behaving itself this season so far.  It's just a waiting game, it's a working and a waiting 
game.  I've got to keep working away and grinding, and I've got to wait my -- I've got to be 
patient and try and feed off the good stuff on the golf course, you know? 
 
Q.  Did you change anything in your bag this week? 
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GRAEME McDOWELL:  No, no, bag's the same, same setup. 
 
Q.  Is there something about tougher setups, maybe more cautious style that perks 
you up in some way, do you think? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  It's funny, coming into this week I don't think I was picturing this 
golf course being this tough, and I think out there today you're forced to hit some disciplined 
shots.  I had 107 yards to the flag on 17 and I'm aiming away from it, it's so tucked in there.  
There was some U.S. Open-style iron play out there, for sure, and the greens are obviously 
fast.   
 
Like I say, this place is a little bit of an optical illusion, it's tough to see these greens.  But 
typically, if you look at my career, I've played well on tough golf courses.  You know, I'm 
quietly excited about the way this week's kind of, you know, if this place continues to dry out, 
quietly excited about the way it's kind of laying out.  Like I say, I just have to go out there and 
try and keep drawing confidence from what I'm doing.  
 
Q.  This will be one of the nicer lunches I guess this year, wouldn't it?   
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  I always like lunch. 
 
Q.  I know.  You already ate, didn't you?  So the game is good, too?  
 
Q.  Did you say "lunch?" 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Lunch.  Is anyone hungry?  Like I say, Bernie, I've been trying my 
best not to get disappointed with missed cuts this year.  I mean, trying to be on the process.  
You know we love that word, but sometimes it's all you've got.  Just it's nice to throw a 
couple under on a tough golf course this morning.  Nice to hit the ball as well as I did.  And 
like I say, you know, I just need to keep drawing on the good stuff and get the -- you know, 
get the confidence meter, it's down towards E at the minute, need to fill the tank back up 
again. 
 
Q.  Is there something to be said for the continuity between playing in the Middle East 
and then coming here with vastly different styles of golf course? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  For sure.  I mean, there's something good about going to the 
Middle East and having the weather to play in.  I'm not sure why I avoid the west coast as 
much as I do.  When you look at my career, my west coast performances have been 
reasonably decent.  Pebble, Olympic, a couple of wins at Sherwood.  I've competed on the 
west coast well, so I'm not really quite sure why I avoid it like the plague like I do.  But I've 
never played Torrey, U.S. Open venue.  Why haven't I gone there?  
 
No, like I say, I've just had a couple opportunities to be in the Middle East, I like it, the 
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weather's good, it's good facilities.  It's always a good place to open up your year rather than 
the weather can be a little 50/50 out here as well.  You might see me starting to play a little 
more golf out here on the west coast if this weekend goes well and I reaffirm my west coast 
love. 
 
Q.  Bernie, your question was about lunch will taste better because he shot a good 
score, right? 
 
Q.  Yeah.  Usually you guys always say that anyway? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Very cliche, very cliche. 
  


