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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
February 15, 2018 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY  ( -5) 
 
 
SHARON SHIN:  I would like to welcome Patrick Cantlay to the press conference room.  
You opened with a 5-under 66 today.  How does that feel to be on top of the leaderboard in 
the opening round? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  It feels good.  I played really well today, hit a lot of good shots, was 
really solid.  Nothing crazy, I didn't make a bunch of putts or anything, just kept hitting it to 
the safe side of the hole and rolling it down there with good pace, and a couple fell at the 
end.  It was a good round. 
 
SHARON SHIN:  Is there anything specifically that worked really well for you today?  
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I thought tee to green I hit the ball really well, I hit the ball very solid.  
I didn't really miss any shots and just played the golf course really smart and took what it 
gave me, and I think that's what you've got to do around here.  I'm pretty familiar with the 
golf course and you've just got to hit a lot of smart shots over and over and over again and 
not get too greedy. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  Maybe on 10, yeah, from the fairway.  That was a tricky shot, 50, 
60 yards, and I thought that was my best chance making 4.  It was -- 10's a tough, tricky little 
hole and the tee shot didn't go where I thought, it stood up into the wind.  It wasn't in a bad 
spot, but I wouldn't want the shot over again. 
 
Q.  Where were you? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I was right in the middle of the fairway maybe 56 yards, but it's hard 
to put enough spin on it from there.  I thought I was going to get it up to the front edge and 
the wind was more in than I thought. 
 
Q.  What is your strategy on 10 versus what you played? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I like to try and get it to the front left edge of the green and I like to be 
aggressive.  I think you can make a birdie.  It only takes one good tee shot and you can 
make an easy birdie on that hole.  And then after your tee shot, if you don't hit it exactly 
where you want, I think being really prudent and being safe and just trying to make a 4 and 
picking what you think your best chance is to make a 4, I think that's the right way to play 
that hole. 
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Q.  And in all of your time playing here either at UCLA or at this event, how did the 
golf course play today compared to in the past?  Is this as firm in terms of the greens 
as you've seen?  
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I think it's about regular.  I don't think it's overly firm considering that 
it's been dry here the last month.  But I think it's in good shape.  I think the golf course is in 
great shape.  That was the first thing I said when I got here on property, greens all get 
bumpy, that's just the nature of the course.  You know, if you hit a good putt, it should go in. 
 
Q.  Just to get this out of the way, I wouldn't expect you to know exactly how many 
times you've played here, but what was the rotation when you were in school? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  We played Bel-Air Tuesdays and Thursdays every week.  We 
probably got out here about once a month.  We didn't come out very often, and if we did 
come out, it was tee it up at 7:00 off the 10th hole.  And it was considerably different than 
what I teed off today just with when you play that early, the ball goes nowhere and it's wet 
and the greens are soft. 
 
Q.  And secondly, you haven't played in this tournament in five years.  Have you been 
to Riv since then? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I'm not sure.  I don't think so.  I feel very familiar with the lines on the 
golf course and it's one of my favorite golf courses.  I think the architecture out here is 
definitely one of the best we play all year.  I think it rewards really smart, safe golf a lot.  I 
say safe, but just picking your spots, not trying to get overly aggressive.  You don't have to 
shoot at all the flagsticks, you can have a lot of 30-footers up the hill and occasionally make 
a few of them. 
 
Q.  Being from the west coast, I know you've had success at a lot of different golf 
courses, but do you feel more comfortable out here, not just on this golf course but 
just generally?   
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  Yeah, it's nice to be in California.  I love California, it's where I grew 
up, I feel very comfortable here.  UCLA's just down the road so I know where to eat.  And 
when everyone's saying it took them an hour and a half to get back to Beverly Hills 
yesterday afternoon, I say that's normal.  So I think there's something to that, something to 
being used to poa annua and growing up on golf courses that are kikuyu grass because I 
think it might be the only one we play all year with kikuyu grass.  I think it all adds up, I feel 
comfortable here, I like the golf course and I think that helps. 
 
Q.  Just curious if you heard many fans throwing out the UCLA slogan or cheering for 
you? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  Yeah, it's nice to have a home game and have some UCLA fans 
here cheering me on.  There was a couple UCLA cheers and that's always nice to hear.   
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Q.  You played here a couple times, you missed the cut.  Was there anything different 
today that you felt like you knew about the course that you didn't five years ago? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  Not so much.  Such a long time ago.  I played decent at NCAAs, so I 
feel like even those years that I didn't make the cut, I didn't necessarily play well, it wasn't for 
not liking the golf course or not feeling comfortable or not knowing it well enough.  I like the 
golf course, I think it's great and maybe those were just off weeks. 
 
Q.  What's your low round here? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  That's a good question.  I don't know. 
 
Q.  Just make something up. 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  Might be 65, 64. 
 
Q.  Could you go over some of your club selections on your birdies? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  Sure.  No. 1, I hit 3-wood and 7-iron and a chip up close.  No. 7 I hit 
a hybrid and a pitching wedge long, made a long putt.  No. 8, driver and a lob wedge from 
just over 100 yards to in pretty close, tapped that in.  And then 11, driver, hybrid to pin high 
just off the green, tapped in.  Driver, 9-iron in on 13, and driver, 3-wood on 17 into that front 
bunker.  
 
Q.  The leaderboard has kind of an interesting mix, it seems like the power players are 
not quite as dominant, at least today.  What do you value most when you look at this 
golf course, what part of your game fits it, but mostly as a player, what do you need to 
do best the most to play well here? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I think just stick to the game plan and stay patient.  I think patience is 
really key out here.  The best rounds that I played feel like nothing's going and then you 
make a couple more birdies and nobody else plays that great and you're 4, 5, 6 under and 
you finish and you think, wow, I played a really great round, which is unlike some other golf 
courses where you make a bunch of birdies and you're 5 under and 5 under's leading.  I 
mean, that's got to be one of the highest leading rounds of the year.  I think being patient 
and hitting smart shots and just taking your medicine if you do get out of position is important 
around here. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  It's interesting, it didn't feel like a stop in my season.  I had six weeks 
off after Vegas or something like that.  I don't know, I have been playing well for a while now.  
It's been basically a year since I took up playing again and I'm just happy to feel really 
healthy and feel strong and feel like I can practice all the time.  And my game feels good, it's 
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coming around.  I feel so much better on the golf course than I did a year ago.  Coming back 
at Pebble, I was just trying to really keep my head down and, you know, hit good golf shots, 
and when I show up to tournaments now, I'm thinking if I don't do anything outside the 
normal, I should give myself a chance to play really well and have a chance to win. 
 
Q.  You talked last week about when you first returned about being mentally engaged 
for six hours.  I'm assuming some of that was range time, I hope anyway.  What 
exactly does that mean, your mind wandering from shots or what, early on? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I think early on I think one of my best assets is being able to focus for 
a long period of time and keeping up the level of focus and not feeling like I finish the day 
and hit one where I say, oh, I don't know what I was thinking there.  I usually can lock in on 
every single shot and don't feel like I make many mental errors.  When I first came back, I 
realized how out of shape I was to clock in 68, 70, 72 times in a round, in a day and feel like 
I had my attention to detail on every shot and figuring -- getting that stamina back up where I 
didn't just whiff one on the 13th hole in my head and I maybe hit it to 25 feet when I could 
have hit it to 10 feet.  I can feel now if I get maybe a little off, I can get back into it and I feel 
like I have the stamina, I have the mental fortitude to click back in if I ever feel like I'm 
wandering. 
 
Q.  Secondly, Chappell would have been long gone by the time you got there, yes or 
no? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  He was gone maybe a year or two. 
 
Q.  The other thing, your history with Jordan, junior and college, because he said 
some really nice things about you last year and I'm trying to figure out how much you 
would have played? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  We played a lot of junior golf together.  We didn't play much college 
golf, but we played one year of college golf when he was a freshman and I was a 
sophomore.  Always been really nice and always been a really good player and I like playing 
with him.  You know, we've had a lot of good practice rounds and tournament rounds over 
the years, had some laughs.  He's a really good guy.  Obviously he's nice to everybody, and 
saying those nice things is just another example of that. 
 
Q.  When you were out, did you go through periods when you were wondering 
whether you were going to get back, what you were going to be like?  What kind of 
concern level or thing did you -- process did you go through? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  My only concern was not ever -- was at times feeling like I may not 
ever feel 100 percent again.  I wasn't worried about the golf.  I knew that if I could get back 
to 100 percent healthy, then I would figure out the golf part.  I have good systems for my 
practice and I have a lot of confidence in my ability.  So the only worry or only ever big 
concern was can I get back to feeling 100 percent, and I'm happy to say that I feel 
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100 percent and the golf is going to take care of itself. 
 
Q.  So once that happened, did something click though in this last year?  Did you find 
something that's allowed you to kind of take your game to this next level? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  No real click, but playing well early on in the year, you know, having 
those high finishes early on in the first five, six starts I had right out of the gate, they were 
helpful for my confidence.  I always knew I could play really well, but still having the 
validation especially out of the gate, that was big for me.  I don't feel like I ever I had any aha 
moment or any click, but it's been a slow progression and I feel like as long as I can 
continually improve, I'll be in a good spot. 
 
Q.  When you were at UCLA, did you ever come out to a tournament as a spectator, or 
when you were a junior? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I came when I was little with my dad and my grandpa maybe a 
couple times.  I was probably eight, nine, 10 years old.  I maybe came in high school once, 
yeah. 
 
Q.  And then I know you had different back issues than Tiger, but you've played with 
him at the Frys when he was making a comeback.  Did you ever discuss any -- did you 
guys ever have a discussion about back issues? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  No.  Everyone's back is so -- you know, you could have a million 
different things wrong, so I was just worried about my stuff and my stuff isn't necessarily 
somebody else's, and I had enough opinions. 
 
Q.  What was the craziest thing that you tried or was suggested? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I had some suggestions for some -- I realized unlike math, there's 
not only one answer, everyone has a different take on everything.  Everyone's got a different 
opinion, viewpoint, and actually some of the -- some of the worst times that I thought was 
myself questioning what's the right thing to do because I have three or four people telling me 
something different, from conventional, take a bunch of time off; it hurts, don't do what hurts; 
and to extremely wacky, a surgery or a different way of structuring your day.  But yeah, it's 
amazing how many different remedies people can come up with when you're not feeling 
good for a long time. 
 
Q.  Is this the only tournament you would have gone to as a fan?  Did you like it or did 
you find it boring? 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  I didn't go to many tournaments growing up.  I went to the U.S. Open 
at Torrey Pines.  What was -- 
 
Q.  Did you enjoy it or did you find it boring? 
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PATRICK CANTLAY:  Oh, I enjoyed it.  I remember I really enjoyed -- there were a couple 
times I've enjoyed attending a golf event.  Seeing the guys hit the ball on the range when I'm 
seven, eight years old, it looks like, if they're hitting a 9-iron or 8-iron, it looks like they're 
hitting the same shot other and over and over again just one after another.  I remember 
thinking what my 8-irons looked like on the range and they're this way (motioning.)  I'm 
thinking to myself I can't imagine being able to hit -- it looked like they would hit one after the 
other exactly the same and that was mind blowing for me.   
 
Maybe the only other time, I finished Augusta State's tournament my freshman year of 
college and my team -- my coach made us all go to the Masters and watch on Monday the 
practice round, and I was miserable.  I played bad at Augusta State, I missed playing in the 
Masters, I lost to Peter Uihlein in the semifinals of the U.S. Am that summer.  I felt like I 
should have been playing and I was miserable.  I sat down next to the putting green and I 
showed up and Ben Crenshaw was rolling putts and he was putting next to Vijay.  Ben 
Crenshaw was talking to his caddie, looked like they were having a good time.  Every putt 
would roll down there.  He was hitting big lag putts down there like this, maybe this much 
short, this much past, two balls, every one exactly the same, working on his speed, big high 
lines.  
 
Vijay had -- he was hooked up to a machine like this, this left hand low, he had four people, 
he'd hit three, they'd go eight feet by, a foot short.  He'd turn around, he'd look at the guys, 
they'd talk, and then he'd go to the next one.   
 
I remember seeing the difference between Crenshaw and Vijay in putting and I thought, 
wow, there's a way I want to do it.  You know, I was impressed by how -- he was 60 maybe 
at the time and just the -- he must have been doing the same thing for 40 years and that was 
impressive to me.  
 
Q.  You don't hear a lot of people say they made me go to the Masters. 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  Yeah.  Like I said, I just felt like I should have been playing and 
attending was not the first thing I wanted to do, I wanted to get home. 
 
SHARON SHIN:  Any more questions?  All right.  I would like to thank Patrick for your 
time and good luck tomorrow. 
 
PATRICK CANTLAY:  Thank you. 
  


