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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
February 7, 2018 
 
HAOTONG LI 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  I'd like welcome Haotong Li into the interview room here at the Genesis 
Open.  Haotong's making his first start at this event.  I know you've played the course 
already this week.  If we can get your thoughts on Riviera. 
 
HAOTONG LI:  Yeah, I thought course was fantastic, the conditions well.  Especially need to 
thank for Tiger giving me the last sponsor invite, that's just very helpful.  So exciting to play 
this week. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  And speaking of Tiger here at the Genesis Open, you met him for the first 
time this morning, I believe.  Talk a little bit about that opportunity. 
 
HAOTONG LI:  Yeah, it's a lovely experience and he's the first guy make me nervous on the 
Tour pretty much, my golfing hero.  It's such a big honor to meet him. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  And Haotong, you are one of three players here this week from China and 
one of four of Chinese heritage.  You perhaps better than anyone can speak of the impact 
PGA TOUR China has had on our Tour, especially as the first player to have status on the 
Web.com Tour and the PGA TOUR.  Just comment a little bit about what this means to 
China. 
 
HAOTONG LI:  It means a lot.  Actually, I grew up from PGA TOUR China and from there 
go through Web.com.  Unfortunately, didn't make any happen, but happy to see my name 
back on the PGA TOUR. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Before questions, you were the first ever Player of the Year of PGA TOUR 
China.  Just comment a little bit about how that Tour helped prepare you. 
 
HAOTONG LI:  Yes, because if we don't have PGA TOUR China in China, I think we have a 
lot of player lost a chance to go to America, so it's very helpful for us. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Great.  We'll open it up to questions. 
 
Q.  When you won against McIlroy in Dubai on Sunday, what were your nerves like?  I 
mean, you went ahead and finished the win and you handled it very well, but how 
nervous were you going down the stretch? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  Actually, first few holes it is very nervous, but since I make my first birdie 
and just everything's been so comfortable and life be easier, so just I think just something 
happened some day, you know. 
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Q.  Haotong, you're in the Masters for the first time this year.  At what point do you 
start going to Augusta for practice rounds, how often will you do that, and how 
excited are you to play in the Masters? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  Yeah, it's kind of like a dream come true and it's definitely going to be a long 
week down there.  So I got couple times experienced about majors, so I may just go there, 
play like a regular event, and get there like Monday, Tuesday.  Just hopefully enjoy that 
week and wish I can play well down there. 
 
Q.  Do you know your schedule for this year?  Do you know how often you'll be 
playing here in the U.S.? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  Yeah, I will play this week and take a week off and play Mexico, and week 
off again since Arnold Palmer into Masters. 
 
Q.  I wanted to go back to when you came over on Web.com, learning America, 
learning the language, learning all the new golf courses.  What do you remember 
about the adjustments that you had to make, and what was the most difficult part of 
that? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  The most difficult part is America bread, America bread.  It's really tough for 
me because I been eat rice and noodle grow up, so it's very tough.  You can't even imagine.  
I learned, yeah, actually I speak without any English when I very beginning come to the 
Web.com, so learned a lot from Tour and meet a lot of good friend. 
 
Q.  Compared to South Korea, golf is mainstay in South Korea and the golf games.  
China right now is starting to play.  Your success on the PGA, how do you think the 
Chinese in mainland China, how are they going to promote, and what's your impact to 
the Chinese golf in the future?  Are there a lot of people will go into this kind of a 
sport? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  You can see already has couple Chinese players on the PGA TOUR now 
and you can see so many young junior players that grew up.  I think a guy just made a 
Masters ticket.  Our game just being grew up and being very popular in China, I think in 
future going to be very, very big thing in China.  I think going to be good. 
 
Q.  How big a celebrity are you in China these days and how many endorsements do 
you have, and do people, you know, ask you for autographs all the time?  How big are 
you in China these days? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  Well, I don't really know about that, but definitely get some more than 
before, got some more than before, and hopefully in future can get more more. 
 
Q.  Also, I wanted to ask you about the last round at the Open Championship last year 
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when you shot 63 and finished third.  How important was that to your confidence and 
what impact has that had on what you've done since then? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  Well, as soon as I finished there, I didn't realize how big was for myself.  But 
after a couple days I realized, wow, this is huge thing for me and give me a lot of confidence.  
Just help me, help my game when I play in the same position and just say, oh, I can finish 
third on the major, I can play well anywhere. 
 
Q.  I just wanted to ask you, apart from how big you are now in China, in terms of 
when you're actually out on Tour competing, have you had to change to 
accommodate more sponsorship demands or anything like that?  Has that been a 
difficult adjustment to make as your profile has risen? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  No, I don't think I'm good enough, I'm not good enough yet, so still working 
on that.  Just play my game, try my best to make some good scores. 
 
Q.  Congratulations, Mr. Li.  You came to the United States to play the PGA.  I want to 
know because now the LPGA has a lot of Asian women, they play very well.  I would 
like to know, Chinese and other Asian, do you believe in some day they will be in the 
top on the men's golf? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  For sure one day.  You never know. 
 
Q.  Going back to when you started playing, did your family introduce you to the 
game?  And I also know that many years ago the Chinese government didn't like golf 
very much and that has changed obviously.  Who started you in the game and how 
did that happen? 
 
HAOTONG LI:  My dad introduced me into golf.  And about government, I don't really know, 
sorry about that. 
 
Q.  How old were you when you --  
 
HAOTONG LI:  10.  
 
JOHN BUSH:  All right.  Haotong, best of luck this week at the Genesis Open. 
  


