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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
February 13, 2018 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD 
 
 
ALEX URBAN:  We would like to welcome Tommy Fleetwood to the interview room here at 
the Genesis Open.  Tommy, this is your first start in this event, your second start since 
becoming an official PGA TOUR member. 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Yeah.    
 
ALEX URBAN:  Just your feelings on being here at Riviera.  
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Great.  Yeah, the schedule was kind of planned early on, knew I 
was going to play Middle East and then a couple weeks off and come out.  All you do is hear 
great things about this place, the golf course.  You've had a lot of great winners, which is 
always a good sign of a good course.  When you get here, it just doesn't disappoint really.  
It's great to be back out.  I enjoy playing over here, I enjoy coming to work here, and the golf 
course, so far, so good.  It's been brilliant, so yeah, nice to be back.   
 
ALEX URBAN:  Maybe just a couple words on your form so far in 2018? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Decent.  I started the year great, Eurasia Cup was a perfect 
warmup.  It was nice to play something different.  I haven't played team golf for a long 
time and it's kind of different pressures that I haven't felt for a little bit, different kind 
of nerves.  Kind of set me up well for the next couple weeks in Abu Dhabi.  It's always 
nice to go somewhere as defending champion and then back it up.  It's been a nice 
start.  When you go on, though, especially now my mind is so far away from golf for a 
while with a young family.  You kind of drift off and you've got to get back to it as 
soon as you can, but all is good. 
 
Q.  What do you mean about "I love golf" when it's written on your bag?  
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  I love golf.  I do love golf.  I just, I enjoy the game, it's always given 
me a lot of pleasure.  But I just think -- I've thought -- I think about it a lot.  Somebody asks 
me what my five favorite things to do are, hitting balls would be up there.  I enjoy playing, I 
enjoy competing, and it's just a nice life, isn't it?  It's nice to come out to places like this and 
enjoy courses like this.  So far, so good.  I've not got to that stage where I'm not enjoying it 
anymore yet. 
 
Q.  Tommy, what's your five favorite things to do? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  I'll leave one and two out, and then I don't know.  That puts me on 
the spot.  There would be family things in there and hitting balls.  I'll think about the others.  
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Q.  What about this course, does it suit you, does it suit your eye?  It's got sort of a, I 
don't want to say quirky because it's a classic course, but --  
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  I played it yesterday for the first time and it's a ball-striker's course, 
for sure.  You have to hit it well with some really strong holes.  Kind of felt like you can get 
sucked into taking lines on on doglegs a little bit and you've got to be careful of that, so pick 
your start lines well.  And then seems like a few of the holes you just have to know the right 
spots to miss it if you're going to miss it in the right spots.  It felt -- playing it first time, it's 
difficult.  Playing the pro-am, the pins are in the middle so it's not quite the same, but it looks 
like it can be difficult to get close to pins, so you've got to try and stay patient and hit it 
middle of the green a lot of the time.  That's what it felt like.  I've got a couple more days of 
prep, but first instincts were pretty good. 
 
Q.  Would this have been a course, event over the last few years you've looked at to 
hopefully play in one day, on your bucket list if you like? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Definitely.  On TV at home, there's sort of -- there's certain 
tournaments, certain things stand out, and on this one you always see people playing the 
18th and looking up to the clubhouse at the top, so that's been like an image that you have 
in your head for a long time.  For me, whenever the opportunity would come up, I've always 
wanted to come here and play it.  And like I say, when you get here, the place doesn't 
disappoint, the course doesn't disappoint, but you're going to have to play well. 
 
Q.  Tommy, you've always been a world player and you're coming off a great stellar 
season last year on the European Tour.  Where does the PGA TOUR rank now that 
you've got a card in your pocket?  Where does it rank in terms of building blocks for 
your career? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  I guess the next stage in my career would be to win a PGA TOUR 
event and move up that way.  It's great to have the opportunities to come out here and play.  
If you want to be -- if you want to be one of the world's best players, you have to do it in 
America where so far I've played a lot of good courses out here.  I think the courses are 
great.  The players, you're playing with the world's best players and it's definitely something I 
want to do more of.  I'm looking forward to coming out here and playing really and testing my 
game on different courses and kind of a little bit of a different style of golf.  It's just something 
I do want to be one of the best players in the world and this is -- this and Europe, the top-end 
events is where it's all at really. 
 
Q.  What's your sort of schedule now in the lead-up to Augusta, and how do you sort 
of balance it now with a young family? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  They're going to come out.  I'm out here for a couple of months 
now, I'm not going home.  Playing next week, Mexico, Bay Hill, Match Play and Augusta is I 
think sort of how it's worked out but I might stick another one in as we go along.  That's kind 



	

3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

of a base of a plan, but they're all such great tournaments that you want to play in, if I feel 
like things are going well or maybe they're not going so well and I need to play, I'll keep 
going.   
 
They're going to be out two or three of the weeks.  Frankie's racking up some air miles at 
four and a half months old to be fair to him.  Yeah, it will be fine.  At the end of the day, if 
something's wrong or if I'm not quite happy or I've missed them or I want to go home, I'll just 
go home.  You never -- these days, you're never that far from home really the way things go. 
 
Q.  Well done politically there juggling that answer, but I wanted to go on the back of 
that, is there any way here other than this week that you want to really play on this 
tour?  Have you penciled in anything down the line that you might not have done 
before? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  No, not massively.  You can look at the schedule and there's so 
many -- they're all good events that you want to play in.  Everything is kind of new to me as 
well this year.  I've played THE PLAYERS and Bay Hill, and I can't believe it was last year 
but I haven't played that much so I'm not going anywhere saying, oh, I like that course or 
that place suits me or I don't like there.  Literally, it's an open book, go and play and see how 
we do. 
 
Q.  Have you talked to any other guys who do both in terms of how best to do it? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Yeah, and the general answer was play well.  That was pretty 
much everybody's advice to me.  Just be a good golfer, you'll be all right, so I've got to work 
on that bit. 
 
Q.  How do you juggle physically all the air travel?  I mean you go to Middle East, you 
come to Europe, you come to the U.S., and a lot of guys do.  I know it's not like it used 
to be, I know air travel's a little more convenient that it used to be.  How do you keep it 
from really wearing you down physically and mentally? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Good question.  You kind of just do it and get on with it.  There 
definitely comes a point sort of our back end of the year in Europe, there's a lot of traveling 
going on and you get a lot of tired, weary people at the end of that spell, and last year I just 
happened to keep going.  Sometimes I think it can be an excuse that you've traveled a lot 
and you kind of can use it to say, oh, I've traveled a lot and I don't feel great and I've played 
poorly, but the end of last year I've done more air miles than I've ever done and I finished 
sixth and third in my last two events, so that's not going to work.  You do have a lot and it 
can be a lot of waiting around and travel is travel, but you're in business class seats or first 
class seats and you can lie down and you can sleep and you get nice food, so it's not a 
chore really. 
 
Q.  Tommy, do the American players treat you any definitely now than they did, say, a 
year ago?  Do they know who you are? 
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TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Yeah, they don't torture me like they used to and like hang me up 
by my feet and stuff. 
 
Q.  Do you sense there's a different standard you've got now? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Maybe.  I think the important thing with life or your career or your 
game is to concentrate on what you're doing, so I kind of -- and I feel like I'm good at that.  
Whenever I'm playing or practicing, you have to have that kind of self-centered focus.  You 
still try to learn off other people; if somebody does something better than you, you want to 
learn, but when you're out on the golf course, you have to play your game.   
 
It was nice last year to put in some good big performances really and play with players that 
you haven't played much with on that world stage and prove yourself.  I think it's more 
proving to yourself that you can do it, so things like competing in a major or coming down the 
stretch in a major or in any event where you're up there and trying to win, it's more yourself 
that you're trying to prove it to more than others.  But yeah, I'm sure it does -- it does make a 
difference that you've played well and you've just gained that little bit of comfort in being out 
in America or playing in some of these different tournaments that you have played well. 
 
Q.  Tommy, we talked about it earlier briefly about you being in L.A. for the first time.  
What is it you're looking forward to seeing here if you can get a little bit of time away 
from the course that you've thought about in advance? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  I haven't thought much.  I've been on Santa Monica Beach a 
couple of times, I've enjoyed the sunset so that's been nice.  You don't often get that close to 
the sea to watch it when you're traveling, so that's nice.  I've tried to do that a few evenings.  
Other than that, we'll see how the week goes.  I'll get out and have a drive.  I've heard the 
traffic's really bad, though, so I might -- I'm not good in traffic, traffic's one of my worst.  
Yeah, I'd like to get out and drive and just see a few things.  If you've got any tips, I'm very 
welcome. 
 
Q.  Take the Pacific Coast Highway, take a nice drive up to Malibu.  
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Okay.  And don't drive on the left. 
 
Q.  A lot of people talked about one of the reasons the British and Irish players have 
emerged so much in the last few years, because when they were younger they got out 
and competed around the world as juniors and the governing bodies did a good job of 
developing that.  What would be your story involved in that?  How young were you 
when you started doing that? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Yeah, I mean, I was traveling with England from when I was about 
14, and particularly my last two years of amateur golf I traveled a lot playing for England.  I 
got all over the world, played in some great events.  Yeah, you do get used to traveling.  I've 
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always been -- I think ever since I turned pro, I've always been interested in like the college 
system over here just because I never did it and I chose to stay home.  At the time I was 
traveling a lot and then I turned pro early anyway.  Yeah, we got a lot done for us.   
 
I think traveling a lot and playing is great for your game, great for growing, and I enjoyed it.  
Definitely it made me -- you just go and you play golf.  That's basically what you do.  You 
turn up and you play golf and you figure out a way to do it on all different types of surfaces or 
courses and conditions.  And yeah, I loved it, but I do have a massive interest in the college 
system as well because I've never done it and I'm interested. 
 
Q.  Have you ever (inaudible) by any of the colleges?  
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  No. 
 
Q.  Apologies if you addressed this.  Have you had much experience playing kikuyu 
grass? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  Yeah, a couple of times, not loads.  Seems all right.  Hit the 
fairway, hit the greens and you'll be all right.  
 
Q.  Is it a big adjustment to somebody who grew up on links golf to have such a 
spongy surface, or do you not mind it? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  It can be, but I do think the amount we play all over the world now 
when you do experience these different types of grass, it's more sort of how the ball 
just -- you just have to hit a few shots out of the semi-rough and fairway rough and see how 
it reacts and get around the greens.  A lot of the times now the courses are so manicured, it 
kind of -- it does make a difference but not as much as it could possibly do.  More if you've 
got two or three days to prepare, by the end of sort of playing around and having practice 
rounds, you should be all right, but nothing too much to like worry at the moment.  The 
course is in great condition. 
 
Q.  And I also apologize if you've already answered this, but do you have a game plan 
for 10? 
 
TOMMY FLEETWOOD:  No, I'm still figuring that one out.  I've sort of walked it and played 
it, and you look at it and I think apart from sort of that front left, I don't know how you get on 
the green from anywhere else.  It's definitely the toughest looking drivable par 4 I think I've 
ever seen.  Yeah, I've got time to figure it out yet, but it just seems like the only way to play it 
is from that front left spot, and if you're out of position, you need to get it there somehow and 
not be too greedy.  But that's my first look at it.  There might be some other things as we go 
along.  I'll try to pick maybe a couple people's brains if I can. 
 
ALEX URBAN:  Any more questions for Tommy?  Best of luck this week in your first 
Genesis Open.  


