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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
January 27, 2018 
 
JASON DAY  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Yesterday it was going pretty smooth on the other side, but how would you assess 
today? 
 
JASON DAY:  Yeah, it was good.  Got off to a great start and I just on the back side just got 
on the wrong side of the momentum.  11's a tough par 3, especially with the back and in and 
out of the wind, which we're hitting 4-irons there.  So I tried to hold up a little 4-iron cut and 
unfortunately just kind of rolled it on the wind and it went long left and that's just death down 
there.  So that was just an unfortunate shot there, it was tough to make obviously the 
up-and-down.  But 12 I got myself back into position where I could get up and down, just 
didn't make it, and then obviously 14 as well. 
 
So I need to somehow tidy those up, give myself the right -- I mean regardless of where I 
was, I mean 12 and 14 I left myself in a good position but I just didn't get up and down.  I just 
need to make sure I hopefully correct that tomorrow.  A lot of solid golf out there.  It was 
tough and hopefully the lead doesn't sneak away too much.  Sundays at Torrey Pines, U.S. 
Open golf course, anything can happen, so I'm glad I shot under par. 
 
Q.  You've done it before here, you know how to win here.  I know it's been a while but 
you seem healthy, you're swinging free and easy, you've got to be excited about 
tomorrow? 
 
JASON DAY:  I am excited about tomorrow.  I'm excited and nervous at the same time.  
Obviously it's been -- it's been a while since you're around contention and that obviously 
brings nerves, and it's a good thing to be nervous because it means you want it.  I'm not the 
only one that's going to be nervous around that lead so I've just got to try and control my 
emotions tomorrow.  If I can be patient with myself and try and give myself opportunities, 
hopefully the good breaks go my way and hopefully I'm holding the trophy, but I'm just going 
to give it 100 percent tomorrow. 
 
Q.  You're 8 under.  What's the winning score tomorrow, 11, 12 do you think? 
 
JASON DAY:  11 or 12.  I picked 13 at the start of the week, but yeah, I think if you're above 
10 under, I mean, you're doing something pretty good and you're giving yourself a good 
chance of winning. 
 
Q.  Looked like you were going to run away with it early on? 
 
JASON DAY:  I thought I was, I thought I was going to shoot -- my plan was to try and shoot 
6 under and I got off to a good start being 3 under through five holes.  Get to the sixth hole, 
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we just kind of stopped a little bit and it just cools the momentum.  There's a lot of stop and 
start out here, especially when you're playing in threes, but obviously that's no excuse.  I 
need to hit a better drive down 6 and give myself a better chance at making the birdie there.   
 
But I played the -- when all is said and done, I played the par 5s pretty poorly today.  It was 
very kind of scratchy on the back side, but there was a lot of good golf amongst all that stuff.  
Shooting under par on a Saturday is always moving forward on a golf course like this, and 
hopefully the lead doesn't get too far away but it should be an exciting Sunday. 
 
Q.  Are you confident jumping out of the box hopefully again early and then not 
cooling off tomorrow? 
 
JASON DAY:  I would much rather start slow and come home hard.  That's usually a good 
formula.  Whatever comes, I've just got to -- tomorrow's going to be hard.  We're going to 
have at least 10 to 15 miles an hour, it's going to be hot so the ball's going to be traveling 
further than what it is right now, and there's going to be a lot of breeze out there so greens 
are starting to dry out, they're starting to get a little bit bumpier as the week goes on.  A lot of 
patience tomorrow, needs to be a lot of patience.  If I can hopefully do that, give myself a 
shot at it.  That's all I'm asking for, get some good bounces because you need a little bit of 
luck in winning tournaments and be able to capitalize on the opportunities, and then if that's 
the case, hopefully I'm there holding the trophy Sunday. 
 
Q.  Jason, at one point there were six guys tied for the lead.  What is about this golf 
course that seems to bunch everybody? 
 
JASON DAY:  I don't know, it's really bunched up there.  It's weird.  Yeah, I remember 
looking up and I was tied for the lead at 10-under I think, and like you said, there were six 
guys.  It's one of those courses where it's really hard to extend the lead.  You can't really run 
away with a lead here because it is so tough.  I mean, driving, it's so demanding on the 
driver, you have to get yourself in position.  If you're not and with how the greens are starting 
to bounce, it's very difficult to get yourself back into position leaving yourself in the right spot 
to get up and down.  Adds a little bit with how the greens -- obviously with poa annua, it adds 
a little bit more, I guess, a nervous feeling when you hit certain putts.  I think with a course 
like this it's always tough.  We've had a lot of history here with leads being really bunched up 
like we have had, and I think if you can get anywhere between 10 and 13 tomorrow, you've 
got a good chance at winning the tournament. 
 
Q.  Does that give you kind of a little bit of motivation coming down the back even if 
you're two and three strokes back? 
 
JASON DAY:  That's the thing, it can flip on a dime.  I know that -- I think last year I was 
kind of in and out of it and I holed a bomb on 16 which kind of propelled me to the lead or 
tied for the lead and then had an opportunity on 18.  Parred it, but obviously with some good 
fortune, guys made a few mistakes coming home and I got myself into a playoff.   
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You know, it's such a difficult golf course and I think a lot of people -- I know a lot of people 
know how hard it is, but a lot of people probably watching or here watching as a fan don't 
realize how difficult it is to try and control not only your ball flight around here with how the 
wind is, but also being able to control your short game.  That's really difficult.  If the guy that 
is very patient with himself tomorrow gives himself a lot of putts, he'll definitely have a good 
shot at winning the trophy. 
  


