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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
January 26, 2018 
 
JASON DAY  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Jason, yesterday looked like a real struggle both physically and on the golf course 
in terms of that 73.  Today was completely different.  Just describe what the 
difference was. 
 
JASON DAY:  Yeah, I think -- well, the positive out of yesterday, I made five birdies on the 
South course, which is they're tough to come by.  If you can make some opportunities and 
capitalize on them, which I did, I just mixed it in with some rust, some errors.  Standing in the 
middle of the fairway on two of the shots, make a double and a bogey, had a three-putt, 
there's four shots straightaway that could have been better.  It's just doing the right shot 
instead of trying to take on a little bit more.   
 
So saying that, I just came out today and I was saying to Rika I just need to be a little bit 
more patient today and just let it come to me because obviously I think the North side is a 
little bit more gettable with regards to how the greens run.  I think the greens run very true 
over there compared to what we have on the South with the poa annua.  If you give yourself 
the opportunities out there, you can get the putter rolling, you can go low and I did that on 
the front side, which was nice. 
 
Q.  How much were you feeding off Jon Rahm, the two of you both playing so 
beautifully? 
 
JASON DAY:  Jon's playing some spectacular golf right now.  You know, obviously Dustin's 
doing the same thing but with how Jon's been playing coming off the back end of Maui and 
then winning last week and obviously coming to this week still on a high, he's going to be 
very difficult to beat over the weekend.  But the South course can tame a lot of players and 
hopefully I give myself opportunities out there and I get in contention on Sunday, that would 
be nice.  But like I said, Jon's playing some very good golf.  It was nice to be able to feed off 
each other.  Seeing him hit a lot of fairways and a lot of greens and how he rolls his putts, 
it's pretty remarkable, his putting and short game.  
 
Q.  Jason, congratulations.  I don't know if you could have drawn up this round any 
better today.  You were 1 over yesterday, came out of the gates with some birdies 
early, a 64.  Just your thoughts on how it went? 
 
JASON DAY:  It was great.  I think my goal today was actually to try to shoot 6 under and I 
got through that in the first nine holes.  So then once I got to the back side I hit it nice into 
the back side, I just needed to get through -- we started on the 10th, so coming through the 
first hole I needed to get through kind of like 2, 3 and 4 and then I knew that opportunities 
would open up.  The par 5, and then you're leading into two shortish par 4s with a par 5 to 
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come home.  So if I had to nitpick, obviously it would have been nice to get up and down on 
7 and it would have been nice to get up and down on 9, but it was just solid play today and 
I'm very happy. 
 
Q.  I also thought part of the key to the round was the sand saves you made at 3, 4 
and 8? 
 
JASON DAY:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Those were crucial.  
 
JASON DAY:  Yeah.  My bunker game last year wasn't that great and over the offseason 
coming into this year I worked a ton just pretty much all around the greens because my short 
game last year was pretty poor.  So trying to improve that and today felt great.  With those 
crucial saves, kept the momentum rolling in my direction and I needed those saves to get a 
couple birdies coming home. 
 
Q.  7 under heading to the weekend, you put yourself in a good position.  
 
JASON DAY:  Yeah, it's definitely nice.  There's a lot of golf to be played, so I've just got to 
kind of hopefully just chip away at it and get myself into contention on Sunday and then 
hopefully get the opportunity if I can, it would be great to capitalize and win here again.  It 
would be nice. 
 
Q.  The difference between today and yesterday was? 
 
JASON DAY:  It wasn't much different, the difference between yesterday and today's round.  
Obviously I made more birdies.  Like I said earlier, I made five birdies on the South side, 
which it's tough to make five birdies out there.  I think I gave myself the opportunity to 
capitalize on, but I just threw a little bit of rust, I threw a little bit of rust.  I just made some 
poor errors with regards to club choice and standing in the middle of the fairway on two of 
the par 4s and make a double on one of them and a bogey on the other, and I have a 
three-putt mixed in there as well, and then I bogey the par 3 third hole and you're five shots 
there straightaway.  It's very easy to understand, well, just clean that up.  Sometimes it's 
hard to pick the right club when you haven't played for seven weeks, but that's just the 
choice that I've made to make sure that I was rested and obviously get ready for this week.  
But everything's shaping in nicely.  I hope to get myself in contention on Sunday. 
 
Q.  How's the back? 
 
JASON DAY:  The back's okay.  I mean, it's just sore.  I just have to deal with it, it is what it 
is.  I'm doing everything I possibly can to keep it kind of settled down.  Obviously just trying 
to stay active through the round because a few spots it kind of got a little slow, so I'm just up 
swinging, put the jacket on to keep it warm at least because over these last two days it's 
been kind of chilly.  The weekend's going to come around, it's going to bring some nice 
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weather so that should be good.  Hopefully I don't have to worry about it as much because 
my back always performs better when it's hot. 
 
Q.  Jason, seven weeks off, what did you want to address most in that time? 
 
JASON DAY:  Short game.  Well, there was a number of things.  Obviously button up the 
caddie situation, which I didn't.  Tried to get my buddy -- the visa with my current caddie, he 
couldn't get through.  Then I tried another guy, he couldn't get through.  Then now I've got 
the third wheel on the bag and he's doing all right now.   
 
Regardless of what -- I mean, I did a lot of practicing last week, but my main goal was to try 
and drive it better, definitely improve the short game.  The short game was poor, very poor 
last year, and also improve the putting.  That's what I did great when I -- when I played well 
was all those three categories.  And then obviously on top of that I think if I can hit more 
greens, give myself more opportunities, hopefully that can catapult me back up into the 
world rankings. 
 
Q.  Jason, bogey-free round, what excites you most about going into tomorrow given 
that both rounds are on the South course this weekend? 
 
JASON DAY:  Yeah, I'm looking forward to it because, I mean, I feel like I'm doing 
everything correct.  Obviously the first round was a little bit of rust, but things are kind of 
moving in the right direction.  It's tough, the South course is tough.  Touch is kind of right 
there, and one thing that we do have to consider with regards to why it's so tough is the poa 
annua greens, so don't get too out of sorts when you miss a putt or anything like that, just 
stay in your lane and kind of focus and keep moving forward. 
 
Q.  What was the best part of your game today? 
 
JASON DAY:  I drove it nicely, which gave myself opportunities, and then I putted well.  The 
front side I needed to get off to a good start.  That was crucial for me to get a step in the 
right direction.  Getting off with a birdie on the first hole kind of settled things down and then 
from then I just kept on building. 
 
Q.  How do you celebrate the rest of Australia Day? 
 
JASON DAY:  I'm going to lay on the ground with my legs up with an ice pack on my back.  
That's pretty much it, unfortunately. 
 
Q.  You learned about resiliency the last few years, you've had a lot of things that 
have happened surrounding golf and otherwise. 
 
JASON DAY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  How much has that toughened you up? 
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JASON DAY:  Well, I mean, just with everything, with golf you always have to constantly try 
and improve.  That's one thing about golf is you always go on learning forever.  So the 
moment you stop learning is the moment you start going backwards, and you've got to 
understand that you're always trying to keep pushing forward and trying to get better each 
and every year.  That's the biggest thing for me is some years are going to be low, some 
years are going to be high, so you've always got to have that motivation and focus to drive 
forward. 
  


